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PREFACE. 



The value of geography, as a help to understanding the Scrip- 
tures, will he readily perceived hy any person who reads, 
the following passage from St- Matthew, (iv. 12 — 16.) " Now 
when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he de- 
parted into Galilee: and leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt 
in Capernallim, which is upon we sea coast, in the horders of 
Zahnfon and Nephthalim : that it might he fulfilled which was 
spoken hv Esaias the prophet, saying. The land of Zabulon, 
and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles ; the people which sat in dark- 
ness saw great light ; and to them which sat in the region and 
shadow of death light is sprung up/' 

If we consider the effect of reading as a system of mental 
discipline, how far from expedient it is, that children should 
ever be accustomed to recite such words without the power of 
deriving from them any distinct ideas ! And yet, this will un- 
doubtedly be the case unless they have some knowledge of the 
situation of the places which are here mentioned. • £Uit much 
important doctrine is connected with these facts. And how is 
its force to be perceived by the young, unless they possess 
some definite notions of the geographical bearing of the villages, 
&c., on which the life of the narrative depends ! We have 
need, then, of a map : because, the imparting of this information 
without such a help is exceedingly difficult. While, on the con- 
trary, to illustrate history by its use, is an engaging employ- 
ment for the imagination of youth, and one which serves to ip 
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6 PREFACE. 

press upon them the facts they read in a permanent manner. 
What, for instance, will illustrate better the history of our Lord, 
or Gx it more deeply on the memory of a child, than to give him, 
as it were, a plan of those places where the particulars of his 
holy life occurred ? 

So gratifying is the kind of knowledge and the exercise here 
alluded to, that it would be prudent tQ introduce them as a re- 
ward for attention in the performance of the usual daily task. 
A very tiifling portion of time will, indeed, suflSce for acquiring 
a knowledge of the map, and it will be well to husband the re- 
sources which are furnished by geography with some care. 

In the map of Palestine, to which this little book may serve 
as a Key, an attempt has been made to funiish the managers 
of schools with assistance in the work above referred to. For 
this purpose, the references only are inserted on the map, and the 
names and further illustrations are confined to the Key. The 
children, therefore, are obliged to exercise their attention in 
observing the shape, &c. of countries or districts, and the rela- 
tive position of places. And, the design of introducing geo- 
graphy into schools being chiefly that of drawing attention to 
sucn places and facts as conduce to the better understanding of 
the sacred history, it has been thought desirable to omit the 
catalogues of cities and towns mentioned in Joshua, Nehemiah, 
&c. but seldom if ever introduced into other parts of Scrip- 
ture on account of any historical transaction. 

1. The first object attempted, has been to give a general 
notion of the character, &c. of the country at large, and then 
of the natural peculiarities with which it is marked. Among 
the patriarchs, in all the little events of ordinary life, we find 
wells and old trees, valleys and plains, mountains and groves, 
used for the purpose of describing the situation of particular 
spots. Hence it appears desirable to draw the attention of chil- 
dren, in the first instance, to such features, by which the face 
of every country might be distinguished. 

2. It has, next, been thought right to point out the situation 
of the most ancient settlers and occupiers of the land. For 
this p urpose a mark of the following kind has been employed 
P!X3I ' ^° regard to this mark, the learner must remember 
Sat it is placed about the centre of the people whose dwelling- 
place it is intended to represent. Their territory of course extended 
for some way around it on every side ; and how far it extended 
"lay be judged of by the distance or nearness of the neighbour- 
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ing people^ as shown by a similar mark. Its position shows the 
direction in which the district of the people or kingdom lay. 
Thus the Philisti nes^ nea rly north and south Hj ; the Jehu- 
sites east and west i 



3. The tribes are to be distinguished on the Map by their 
colours, and by the Roman numerals IV. IX. &c. Within the 
tribes are numbers referring to the cities, &c. ; thus, [10] ; and 
occasionally small signs, as crossed swords for a battle, &c. Sic. 




Every emblem thus inserted upon the Map has the text 
printed beneath it, where the circumstance to which it relates 
may be found. 

4. To prevent confusion, by introducing too many signs, it 
has been necessary to describe the subsequent divisions of the 
country only in the Key, and by reference to the tribes. This, 
however, will not be without its use, as it will familiarize the 
children more completely with the Shape and position of each 
tribe. Jf- ^ 

5. To the divisions of the country during the latest periods 
of scripture history, is added a short account of its modern 
condition, and that of its inhabitants, for which, of course, no 
geographical reference was required. 

In defiance of the numerous omissions, it may be thought by 
some persons, that more names of places are now entered on the 
Map than it is easy for a child to learn. Wherever this is sup- 
posed, it will only be necessary to make a further selection of the 
most important places, which are distinguished by an * prefixed. 
Or else, it may be well to pass at once to Chapter VIII. the ac- 
count of our Lord's joumeyings, and learn the places mentioned 
there, according to the succession and order in which he reached 
them. 

The general reader of the Scriptures, on the contrary, may 
perhaps find reason to complain, that all the places he meets 
with are not to be found on the map. It is hoped, however, 
that by help of the index and the marginal references of a 
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8 PREFACE. 

Bible, it may be in his power to obviate many deficiencies 
of this kind. The inde;c at the end of the book will show 
the situation of many cities, &c. the position of which is 
not detennined precisely or marked upon the map. And 
where the index aoes not contain the name he seeks, the tt'ar- 
ginal references will often enable him to find in the Bible some 
city, mentioned in the index, near which the one is situated 
whose place he wishes to determine. 

The list of names in Joshua, describing the borders of the 
tribes, &c. may often serve to show in what direction a city lies 
from some other city that is known. 

It must, however, be remembered that the situations of all 
places cannot be ascertained ; and consequently that a difiTerent 
situation will be often assigned to many of them in other maps 
from that which may be given to them in this. As the Hebrew 
names of places are often derived from some circumstance con- 
nected with the spot where they lie, (just as is the case in English, 
with names ending in ton and ioum, and those of places near 
rivers, terminating in ford, &c.) we cannot always determine po- 
sitively whether a separate town or village is meant. Thus jlsh- 
dod Pisgah, may mean only ' the springs o/*Pisgah,' and not a 
separate place. Kirjatk Jearim, may be the city Jearim, or 
the ' city of the wood,* In like manner, in composition. Beer 
means a well, as in Beei*sheba, Beer Elim, Beerla-hai-roi, &c. 
So Beth is a house, as in Bethel, Bethesda, Bethoron,&c. And 
Abel, Baal, &c. are compounded with other names. 

Now as some of these words are used independently for the 
names of cities, as well as conjointly with the names of ci- 
ties, it is not always possible to determine in which sense 
they are to be taken. This is rendered peculiarly difficult 
where iha name is not repeated in the Scriptures more than 
once or twice. Much of the embarrassment in sacred geography 
is to be traced to this cause. 

It remains only to be stated, that the geogi*aphy of the Old 
and New Testament, by Dr. Wells, in the catalogue of the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, has been usually 
followed and considered a sufficient authority in every matter of 
doubt. Very extensive reference has, however, been made to 
the Scriptures themselves, and it is hoped, that there is nothing 
of importance in the sacred history of the Jews, which has not 
been introduced, in connexion with the spot where it took 
nlace. 4 
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CHAPTER I. 

General Description of t^ Holy Land. 

The land in which the^rincipal events recorded in the Bible 
took place> has received^^ariety of names, according to the 
changes it has successively experienced in its inhsAitanis. 
Upon the dispersion of mankind it fell to the share of Canaan, 
one of the immediate descendants of Ham, Gen. ix. 22, and 
obtained its first name from him ; and in after times it was de- 
nominated Palestine, from the Philistines, descendants of Miz- 
raim, another son of Ham, Gen. x. 6, whose settlement had 
been made in Egypt to the south. It had also the name of 
the Land of Promise, from the promise made by God to Abra- 
ham, Gen. xiii. 14, J 5, that it should be given to him ; of the 
Land of Israel, from the Israelites, who became masters of it ;r 
and the Land of Judah, fi'om Judah, the most considerable of 
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel. Another name it 
received among Christians, and which it retains to this day, is the 
Holy Land; this it obtained from having been made the scene 
of our blessed Saviour's joumeyings, actions, miracles, death, re- 
surrection, and ascension into heaven. In modem writers, 
however, it is often included under the general name of Syria, 
which is given to the whole country eait of the Mediterranean, 
between that sea and the desert. 

The general position and character of this country will be 
most easily remembered by reference to the great natural fea- 
tures with which the soil is marked, the principal of them being 
Seas, Mountains, and Ri^rs ; and as these features in the 
surface of the country mayJK made a guide in tracing out the 
smaller divisions of the lanoTsome trouble will be spared here- 
after by carefully impressina them upon the mind. ^ 
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10 GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

Of seas, the chief is the Mediterranean, known among 
the Israelites by the name of the Great Sea ; and, in fact, 
as ihis sea is many times larger than the whole country, it 
is usual to describe Canaan as the land situated at the south or 
south-east comer of the Mediterranean sea ; along which it 
extends for a distance of about seventy leagues, or rather more 
than two hundred miles, reckoning from the south-east pomer 
of the great sea, where the coast begins to wind round to the 
north. The breadth of the country from this sea to its eastern 
border is in some places thirty leagues, or as much as ninety 
miles. ' Thus it appears that the whole land of Israel is in 
length about equal to the distance between London and York ; 
and in its middle and widest parts less, on an average, than half 
its length. We must remember, however, that it differed en- 
tirely from that part of our own country in many other respects ; 
and pai'ticularlv in being much more mountainous, of a far 
better soil, productive of more and better fruits, and under the 
influence of a climate with which ours cannot be compared. 

This tract of country is bounded along its whole western 
border by water ; and a line marked out by water towards its 
eastern hmit, and running from north to south, enables us to 
describe pretty nearly the extent of the land. The Israelites 
called all large pieces of water seas ; and at the south-east 
comer of their country stood what is called the Salt, or Dead 
Sea. Into this sea, at the north point, the river Jordan en- 
tered, after following a course from north to south, . and flowing 
out of another sea, nearly at the north-east comer of the land, 
called the sea.of Chinnereth anciently, and afterwards the sea of 
Gahlee, and Tiberias. Little of the land of Israel lay lo the 
north of this sea; but about as much as one-third of the coun- 
try lying between Jordan and the Mediterranean sea, was 
situated to the east of Jordan : this eastern tract of country was 
wide in"* its upper or northern part, and became narrow as it 
approached to the Dead Sea. 

The country thus described was surrounded by mountains of 
considerable magnitude. On the north it had a double chain, 
separated only by a valley, and called Mount Lebanon, and 
Anti Lebanon. To the north-east lay Mount Hemion, which 
continued Jn a broken line to the mountains of Giiead, on the 
extreme eastern border ; and on the south were the mountains 
of Amalek; and at the south-east the mountains of Seir, or 
m. At the comer of the land to the south-west, a small 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 11 

Stream, called the river of Egypt, ran into the Mediterranean 
sea, farming ibe boundary in that quarter ; and another river, 
called Amon, ran in a southerly direction from the mountains 
of Gilead, and turning to the west, emptied itself in the Dead 
Sea. The latter stream formed the south-east boundary of the 
country to the east of Jordan. 

With the names of these few mountains, riveis, and seas in 
his memory, the learner may proceed to the map, and trace out 
the boundary of the country as it is there represented. He 
will then be enabled to find out other natural features, by the 
directions added to the following names. The seas, mountains, 
and livers are described, beginning with the largest of each, and 
generally descending in gradation to the smallest, which is con- 
nected with the sacred history by any remarkable event ; those 
which have been mentioned as forming the boundaries of the 
country are distinguished from the rest by a ^*) star. 



CHAPTER n. 

Of the Seas, Lakes, S^c. in the Land of Israel. 

*The Great Sea [A], Josh. xv. Ifi, 47, or the sea which is 
the western border of the land, Numb, xxxiv. 6, Josh. xv. 12; 
or the sea towards the going down of the sun, is the name of 
THE Mediterranean Sea ; and in Josh. i. 1 — 4, it is intro- 
duced to describe the future possessions of the children of Israel. 
Its name is sometimes used to signify the west. The prophet 
Jonah and the apostle of the Gentiles, St Paul, embarked upon 
it ; and by means of its waters the timber for building the tem- 
ple was floated from Mount Lebanon towards Jerusalem. 

All places which were only to be approached by passing over 
this sea, the children of Israel called isles, or islands, that is^ all 
countries beyond sea; and all people who came to Canaan, or 
to Egypt, where they lived so long, by sea, they called islanders. 
Thus the isles of the Gentiles, Gen. x. 5, are to be understood 
in this sense, and do not mean places suiTounded by water, or 
isles according to our meaning of the word. And so Isaiah, 
xi. 10, &c., prophesying of the calling of the Gentiles, names 
*' the islands of the sea," which is to be understood of the coun- 
tries to which St. Paul preached. 
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12 SEAS, LAKES, &C. 

That which in Scripture is first mentioned as the ♦Salt 
Sea [B], had a variety of names. It was called the 
Dead Sea, the Easteni Sea, the Sea of Sodom, tlie Sea of the 
Wilderness, or of the Plain. It was originally the vale of Sid- 
dim, where the fight hetween the four kings with five took 
place, Gen. xiv. 3; and here the king of Sodom came out to 
meet Abraham when he returned from rescuing his nephew 
Lot, Gen. xiv. 17. There were &ve cities in this vale, called 
the cities of the plain, Sodom, Gomorrah, Admab, Zeboim, 
and Bela or Zoar. The country was rich and welJ watered 
everywhere, and was chosen on this account for a residence by 
Lot, Gen. xiv. 12; but the men were exceedingly wicked; 
their sin was grievous, and the cry of it was great. Gen. xviii. 
20. And the Lord rained upon them brimstone and fire. 
Their overthrow was very terrible ; it was done in a moment, 
no hands could stay it. Lamen. iv. 6. Henceforth the vale 
became a breeding-place of nettles and salt-pits, and a land of 
desolation. Zeph. ii. 9. 

The same day that Lot went out of Sodom, Luke xvii. 29, 
all these cities were destroyed, Deut. xxix. 23, excepting the 
smallest of them, Zoar, which was saved at the prayer of Lot, 
who took refuge in it. Gen. xix. 22. It is written that the 
sin of these people was pride, fulness of bread, and idleness, 
Ezek. xvi. 49, and that they were condemned and made an ex- 
ample unto those that after should live ungodly, 2 Peter ii. 6 ; 
Jude 7. Moses and the prophets always mentioned them as a 
terror to wicked people ; and our blessed Lord declared of some 
persons who abnsea their privileges, that at the last day it 
should be better for Sodom and Gomorrah than for them. 
Matt. X. 15; Luke x. 12, &c. To be made like Admah, Hos. 
xi. 8, is to be destroyed. And a salt land, Jer. xvii. 6, a land 
of brimstone and salt and burning, Deut. xxix. 23, are de- 
scribed as an unfraitful soil ; and to sow a land with salt, Judg. 
ix. 45, is to doom it to barrenness. Hence it is to be col- 
lected that the bitumen, and brimstone, and salt found in modern 
times, where the rich vale of Siddim once lay, are to be as- 
cribed to the judgment of God, and not to any natural cause. 
The Greeks called this sea the lake Asphaltites, from the nature 
of the-soil about it ; and it is thought to be the same with the lake 
Asphar, in 1 Maccabees ix. 33. In modem times it has been 
called by the neighbouring people the Lake of Lot; and tra- 
vellers inform us that it is very salt ; and that some ruins, like 
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SEAS, LAKES^ &C. 13 

those of ancient cities, have heen seen at the bottom when the 
water was low. The report, however, that no creature will live 
near it, does not seem true. It is about twenty -five leagues 
long, and five or six broad. The waters of the river Jordan, 
and some smaller streams, run into it ; but there is no channel 
known by which any discharge takes place from the lake, 
though it never overflows its banks. This singular circum- 
stance is not yet explained. 

In the Bible we find rulers of Sodom for wicked rulers, 
Isaiah i. 10 ; and the same manner of speaking is often em- 
ployed. The place where our Lord was crucified is referred 
to as a kind of Sodom or Egypt, Rev. xi. 8, and all wicked cities 
may be spiritually called by similar names. 

*The Sea of Galilee [C] was so called from the pro- 
vince of that name, in which it stood. It was called the Sea 
of Tiberias from a town of that name on its western shore, and 
the lake of Gennesaret, Luke v. 1, from a particular tract of 
Galilee which ran along this shore. This land of Gennesaret 
is mentioned twice. Matt. xiv. 34 ; Mark vi. 53, and was re- 
markable as a most fruitful and delicious spot. It is supposed 
that the name Gennesaret was an alteration from the old name 
of a city standing on its banks, Chinnereth, by which this lake 
was known in the time of Moses; see Numb, xxxiv. 11, and 
Josh. xiii. 27. The waters were sweet, and from the time our 
Lord spent in the neighbourhood, we are told that it was com- 
monly said among the Jews that Jesus loved that more than 
any other sea. The length of the lake is nearly four miles, 
and the breadth about two miles and a half. 

The remaining tracts of water mentioned in the Scriptures 
are very small, even in comparison of this last. I'he principsd, 
however, are, the waters of Merom [D], to which Joshua came 
when he turned from his conquests in the south to fight against 
the kings in the north parts at Canaan, who had brought their 
forces together against nim at this spot. Josh. xi. 5, 7. It lies 
to the north of the lake of Gennesaret, about half way between 
it and the chain of Mount Lebanon. 

The sea of Jazer [E] was a small lake lying to the east of 
Jordan, and to the north of the salt sea, distant from each of 
them about one fourth of the space which intervenes between 
the salt sea and that of Tiberias. We read of it only in the 
judgment of Moab> Jer. xlviii. 32, but the city on its banks of 
the same name, and the neighbouring coasts, are mentioned. 
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14 MOUNTAINS, &C. 

Numbers xxxii. 1, 3, and Joshua xiii. 25, in the settlement of 
'the tiibes of Reuben ahd Gad. 

The waters of Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was 
baptizing, John i. 28, and to which our Lord escaped when 
they sought to take him at the feast of dedication, John x. 39, 
are supposed to have been at the fording-place of the river Jor- 
dan, not far from the entrance of Jordan into the salt sea. 
Beth-bara is considered to be another' name of the same place. 
Judges vii. 24, and is supposed to be the ford. Josh, ii 7, the 
place where Jordan was divided. Josh. iii. 16, and that also at 
which our Lord condescended to be baptized. Matt. iii. 13, &c. 
It is, therefore, to be considered rather as part of the river Jor- 
dan than as a separate piece of water, or a sea. 



CHAPTER III. 

Of the principal Mounts, and Mountains, or Hills. 

*MouNT Lebanon [F], the largest of the mountains, near 
the Holy Land, extends on its north border* at the great sea in 
a north-east direction, and forms a kind of horse-shoe round 
that end of the country. It consists of two ridges, called after^ 
wards Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, with a valley between them. 
It is described as a goodly mountain, Deut. iii. 25, famous for 
its forests and cedars, Ps. xcii. 12, of which the temple was 
built by Solomon, 1 Kings v. 6, as well as its fruits, Ps. Ixxii. 
16. The glory of Lebanon is a constant matter of praise in 
Scripture, Isai. xxxv. 2 ; Ix. 13, as well as its beauty, and 
its smell or scent. Cant. iv. 11 ; Hos. xiv. 6. The high parts 
of it were, Jer. xvih. 14, and still are, covered with snow, among 
which the cedars grow, and the melting of the snow, and the 
springs in the mountain, produce those streams which fertilize 
the plain. Thus we reao, Cant. iv. 16, of a fountain of gar- 
dens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon. The 
wine of the mountain was also famous, Hos. xiv. 7. 

As good and wicked men are in Scripture compared to trees, 
Ps. i. 3, " flourishing by the water side,'* or Jude 12, "without 
fruit and withered,^' so the tall cedars of Lebanon are taken 
to represent great men, 2 Kings xix. 23. In the same figura- 
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live sense a mountain is made the emblem of a great and sti'ong 
enemy, Isaiah xli. 15. 

Next to Mount Lebanon, at the north-east point of the Holy 
Land, stands *Mount Hermon [G], which forms the north 
boundary of the country beyond Jordan, of which the children 
of Israel first got possession, before Moses died. This moun- 
tain went by several names, and is called Mount Sion, Deut. 
iv. 46 — 49. In Josh. xi. 17, it is also called Seir ; but we 
must not confound it with other mountains so called, or with 
Mount Hermon, between Jordan and the gi'eat sea. It is high, 
and is said to be always covered with snow. 

Continuing a line from Hermon towards the south, about 
midway between it and the Salt Sea, stands *Modnt Gilead, 
[H] which obtained its name from the covenant made there 
between Jacob and Laban, Gen. xxxi. 46 — 48, when the latter, 
flying from his father-in-law, was overtaken by him at this 
place, xxxi. 20, &c. This mount formed the eastern boundary 
of the land, and its name was sometimes added to the name of 
places as Jabeth-Gilead, Ramoth-Gilead, &c. to distinguish 
them from others of a similar name, or show in what part of the 
country they lay. The need of such distinctions in places was 
often great, as well as in the mountains, for we find another 
Mount Gilead to the west of Jordan. 

The mountain of Gilead gave name to the country in its 
neighbourhood, and hence we read of the land of Gilead, a 
place suited for cattle, Numb, xxxii. 1 ; that it was also a very 
rich and fruitful land appears from what is said Jer. xxii. 6, 
and I. 19. It was famous for spices and balm, Jer. viii. 22, 
which the merchants, who bought Joseph from his brethren, 
were carrying down into Egypt, Gen. xxxvii. 25. Allusion is 
also made. Cant. iv. 1, &c. to the flocks and goats on Mount 
Gilead as having beautiful wool, 

Jephlhah, the Gileadite, was a mighty man of valour. Judges 
xi. 1, and of excellent faith, Heb. xi. 32. His singular vow 
gave rise to a custom, according to which the daughters of 
Israel went yearly to lament (perhaps to mourn with) the 
daughter of Jephlhah four days. Judges xi. 30^-40. Elijah 
the Tishbite was also of the inhabitants of Gilead. 1 Kings 
xvii. 1. 

The ^Mountains of Abarim [I] stand next in order to- 
wards the south, on the border of the land, being situated to the 
north-east of the Salt Sea adjoining it, and covering a large 
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tract of country. One of these mountains was distinguished 
by the name of Keho, unto which Moses was sent that he 
might see the land of promise when he was not allowed to enter 
it. Deut. xxxii. 49. Nebo was in the part of the mountains 
of Abarim nearest to Jordan. Pisgah is also mentioned as the 
place to which Moses went for this pui-pose; Deut. iii, 27, and 
xxxiv. 1 ; it appears, by comparing the places, that this is the 
same, or part of the same, mountain as Nebo. 

Nebo was also the name of an idol of the Chaldeans, Isaiah 
xlvi. 1, borrowed, perhaps, from the Moabites, in whose country 
Mount Nebo stood ; for we read of Mount Nebo in the land of 
Moab over against Jericho, Deut. xxxii. 49, where also is 
Pisgah, xxxiv. 1. 

Balak brought Balaam to the top of Pisgah, Num. xxiii. 14, 
and this has been supposed to be the spot where our Lord was 
taken that he might see all the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory of them. Matt. iv. 8 ; Luke iv. 5 ; the sacred text in this 
sense being understood to refer to. the territory which Moses 
saw and Solomon enjoyed. 

To the south of the Land of Promise, and a little beyond its 
borders, stood Mount Seir [K] ; and again a little to the 
west, between it and the sea. Mount Amalek [L]. The 
boundary of the land ran from the southernmost point of the 
Salt Sea to the north of these mountains into the Great Sea. 

Mount' Seir, to which Esau went from the face of his brother 
Jacob when their riches in cattle were more than might dwell 
together in one place. Gen. xxxvi. 6 — 9, was also called Mount 
Hor ; for the Horims dwelt before time in Mount Seir, but the 
children of Esau destroyed them and dwelt in their stead. Deut. 
ii. 12. It was in Mount Hor that Aaron died when he was 
one hundred and twenty-three years old. Num. xxxiii. 39, in 
the edge or border of the land of Edom, in the fortieth year 
after leaving Egypt. 

The mountains of Amalek are better known by the enmity 
which the people around them bore to the children of Israel, 
than by any particular property they possess, as connected with 
the history of the Bible. 

Of the mountains within the land of Israel, the largest is 

C ARM EL [M], which stands on the coast of the Mediterranean, 

a little south of the line at which Mount Lebanon begins to 

• one of it» principal points advances into the sea and 

' a cape^ or promontory. This mountain is famous as the 
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abode of the prophet Elijah, who obtained rain from God by 
prayer on the top of it, 1 Kings xviii. 42, and was often there, 
2 Kings ii. 25, and iv. 25. 

*' The forest of his Carmel" signifies the strong place of the 
kings of Israel, 2 Kings xix. 23 : and the beauty of the top of 
Carmel, and the excellency of the mountain, are constantly 
praised. Cant. vii. 5 ; Isa. xxxv. ii. ; Amos i. 2. We read of 
Uzziah, that he reigned well, and loved husbandry, and had 
cattle and vhie-dressers in the mountains, and in Carmel. 2 
Chron. xxvi. 10. The wild vines and olive trees still found on 
the mountains, show what it may have been in ancient days. 
A chain of hills proceeds from Carmel, and continues with more 
or less interruption through the centre of the country, spreading 
very nearly to the southernmost point of the sea of Gesnesa- 
ret, and on a parallel with that point, stand 

Mount Tabor and Mount Hermon [NN], which are 
alluded to in the Psalm Ixxxix. 12. The splendour of Tabor 
and Hermon are among the matters introduced to the praise of 
God. 

Barak, son of Abinoam, was sent up by Deborah the prophe- 
tess, with ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun, to draw 
near to Mount Tabor, that Sisera, captain of Jabin's army, 
might be delivered into his hand ; Judges iv. 6, 7 ; and near 
this the battle was fought, ver. 15, by which Israel was deliver- 
ed from his enemy. Saul came to the plain of Tabor while 
seeking his father's asses. 1 Sam. x. 3. But the circumstance 
which renders the mountain most remarkable, is the transfigu- 
ration of our Lord, when Peter and James and John were with 
Jesus, and there appeared Moses and Elias talking with him, 
and a cloud coverea them, and a voice was heard saying, ** This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him l" 
Matt. xvii. 1, &c. ; Mark ix. 2, &c. ; Luke ix. 28, &c. It was a 
beautiful mountain, covered on the sides with trees, excepting 
to the south, and crowned with a large rich plain. 

Mount Hermon, adjoining this, was known for its richness, 
and particularly for the heavy dews which David mentions, 
Psalm cxxxiii. 3, as a precious ointment, bestowing a lovely ap- 
pearance where they fell, like a blessing from the Lord. 

A little further to the south, towards the centre of the laud, 
are the Mounts Gilboa, Zaltnon, Gaask, Ebal, and Gerizitn ; of 
which little is remarkable, excepting in the two last . 

Gilboa [O] was the place where Saul and all Israel encamped 
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against the Philistines, I Sam. xxviii. 4, and the Philistines 
fought against Israel, and were slain. 1 Sam. xxxi. 1. 
Here the Philistines afterwards gained a victory, and slew Jona- 
than. Saul and his armour-ht^arer died here. 1 Chron. x. 8. 

Zalmon [P] is mentioned in the Psalm Ixviii. 14, as fa- 
mous for its snow. It was on this mount that Ahimelech and 
his men cut down houghs, and hurnt a thousand men and wo- 
men in the tower of Shechem* Judges ix. 48. 

The Hill Gaash is only mentioned as the hurial-place of Jo- 
shua. Josh. xxiv. 30. 

Mount Ebal and Gerizim [QQ] stood near together, with a 
small valley, about twelve huncked paces wide, hetween them ; 
the former was of a barren, and the latter of a fruitful soil. On 
these mounts the children of Israel were assembled, as Moses 
had commanded, Deut. xi. 29, upon entering Canaan, and 
the blessings and the curses of the law were solemnly pro- 
claimed. Deut. xxvii. 12, &c.; Josh. viji. 33. When the 
kingdom was divided, on the rebellion of Jeroboam, a temple 
was built, on Mount Gerizim, to the God of Israel— to which 
the woman of Samaria alludes, John iv. 20. 

Proceeding through the country towards the south, the next 
mountains we come to of notoriety in Scripture, are those 
around Jerusalem, of which there were several. Psalm cxxv. 2, 
though none of them were large : there was the hill of Sion, or 
Zion, Mount Moriah, Mount Olivet, or the Mount of Corrup- 
tion, Mount Calvary, and Mount Gihon. 

The first of these, Zion, [a] was the spot where the ark of 
the Lord was placed in the midst of the tent or taberaacle 
which David pitched for it. 1 Chron. xv. 1. On this account 
it is frequently called, in the book of Psalms, the Holy Hill, 
Psalm ii. 6, and by way of excellency, is used to denote the 
whole city of Jerusalem, including that part of it to which the 
ark was afterwards moved. It was situated in the southern and 
principal part of Jerusalem, in the time of David. 

Mount Zion was the city of David ; 1 Kings viii. 1 ; 1 
Chron. xi. 5 ; its palaces and towers are a subject of continual 
praise. Psalm xlviii. 2, &c. as well as the love which the Lord 
bare the city. Psalm Ixxxvii. 2. Among the numerous things 
mentioned of Mount Zion, these may be considered the prin- 
cipal : — ^The law and the word of the Lord should go forth from 
thence ; Micah iv. 2 ; by which is meant the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and on which account it was said it should 
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never be removed. Psalm cxxv. 1. It was Zion that brought 
good tidings to the world. Isa. xL 9. The Redeemer came 
to Zion. Isa. lix. 20. She was the joy of the whole earth; 
Psalm xlvii. 2 ; and, in a spiritual sense. Christians are 
said to be come to Mount Zion. Heb. xii. 22. But because 
of her sins she was to be punished and made a desolation ; 
Zion should be ploughed like a field, Jer. xxvi. 18 ; Micah iii. 
12, an event which we know was described in express terms by 
our Saviour, Matt. xxiv. 1, &c. ; Mark xiii. 1, &c. ; Luke xxi. 
6, and fulfilled, about forty years after his death, by the Romans* 

Mount Moriah [b] lay in the eastern part of Jerusalem, a 
little to the north of Mount Zion. Here Abraham was sent, 
that his faith and obedience might be tried by offering up Isaac ; 
Gen. xxii. 2 ; and here Solomon built the house of the Lord, 2 
Chron. iii. 1, moving the tabernacle fi'om the place where David 
set it at first. 

Mount Olivet [c] received its name, without doubt, from the 
olive trees which grew upon it ; it lay a little without Jerusa- 
lem, on the east side, being, in some of its furthest parts, at the 
distance of a sabbaih-day's journey ; i. e. eight furlongs, or a 
mile. Acts i. 12. We read, 2 Sam. xv. 30, that David, during 
Absalom's conspiracy, fled to this mount, and mourned upon it 
with his people ; but it is from the history of the Son of David 
that its principal interest is drawn. Jesus, when persecuted by 
the Jews, often retired to it, especially by night : here he ut- 
tered his prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem ; Matt. xxiv. 
1, &c. ; here, it has been supposed, he dictated the Lord's 
prayer a second time to his disciples ; Luke xi. 1,2; and from 
the top of this hill, we may conclude, from Acts i. 12, he as- 
cended into heaven. 

This mountain is supposed to be the same as the Mount of 
Corruption, and is so explained in the margin of the Bible, 2 
Kings xxiii. 13. It received its name from being the spot 
where Solomon built high places for Ashtoreth, the idol of the 
Zidonians, and Chemosh, another idol of the Moabites, by 
which he corrupted himself and the people, and gave great of- 
fence to God. 

Mount Calvary [f], where our Saviour underwent the last 
part of his bitter passion, Luke xxiii. 33, is a small eminence 
upon the greater Mount Moriah, where Isaac was offered up. 
It is thoudit to have had the Hebrew name of Golgotha, from 
the resemblance of its shape to a man's skull. It was ancient- 
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\y set apart for the execution of malefactors^ and was shut out 
of the city as a polluted place. 

On the opposite side of Jerusalem from Mount Moriah and 
Mount Olivet, stands Mount Gihon [d], to the west of the city, 
where Solomon was brought by the command of David, and 
anointed king. 1 Kings i. 33 — 38. We read, also, 2 Chron. 
xxxiL 30, that Hezekiah stopped the upper water-course of 
Gihon, and brought it straight down the west side of the city 
of David. 

To complete the list of mountains, it only remains to men- 
tion Mount Engedi, and the lesser Mount Carmel [RR], si- 
tuated near together, and on the south-west coast of the Dead 
Sea. 

Engedi was a hill, with a city of the same name, 2 Chron. 
XX. 2, famous for its palm-trees and vineyards. Song i. 14. 
David dwelt in its strong holds, 1 Sam. xxiii. 29, and in one of 
its caves he gave a remarkable instance of loyalty towards Saul, 
I Sara. xxiv. 1, &c., which he repeated again, near this place, 
in the wilderness of Ziph. 1 Sam. xxvi. 4, &c. 

Carmel, also, was a mount, with a city belonging to it. Here 
Nabal, the Carmelite, the husband of Abigail, dwelt. 1 Sam. 
xxv. 2. David took Abigail to wife from this place, ver. 40. 

When Saul returned from the slaughter of the Amalekites, 
he set up a trophy here. 1 Sam. xv. 12. 



CHAPTER IV. 
0/ the Rivers, Brooks, &c. in the Land of Israel. 

• Joi-dau [S].— It has been shown that this river formed the 
eastern border of the laud. Numb, xxxiv. 12, and, since it rose 
in the mountains of Lebanon, its course extended from the most 
northern to the most southern boundary of the children of Is- 
rael, passing through the waters of Merom, and the lake of 
Gennesarelh, into the Dead Sea. It was a deep and rapid 
stream, which overflowed its banks at the time of harvest. Josh, 
iii. 15, or in the first month of the Jewish year, 1 Chron. xii. 
15, and the swelling of the water was very strong and terrible 
at that time. Jer. xlix. 19 ; and 1. 44. It is called the pride 

*" Jordan. Zech. xi. 3. But the river was not any great 
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width. Its breadth at present seldom exceeds sixty or eighty 
feet. The waters of this river were divided right against Jeri- 
cho, when Joshua led the children of Israel over it ; Josh. iii. 
14, &c. ; and Psalm cxiv. 3 : and be set up stones as a memo- 
rial in Gilgal, near the spot. Josh. iv. 20, &c. There were 
fords over Jordan, towai'd Moab, Judges iii. 28, and passages of 
the river, Judges xii. 6. Elijah and Elisha, by striking the 
waters of this river with the mantle of Elijah, divided them, 
2 Kings ii. 8, 13, and the former prophet ascended from its 
coast. Naaman was ordered to wash here, that he might be 
clean ; 2 Kings v. 10, &c. ; and here also Jesus Christ was 
baptized. Matt. iii. 13 ; Mark i. 5, &c. Near the river, in its 
whoFe length, ran a plain — the land of Jordan : Psalm xlii. 6 : 
a great deal of which was pasture land, and desert : this was 
probably the plain in part of which Lot dwelt; Gen. xiii. 11 ; 
and was also tne scene of the preaching of John the Baptist. 

Of the small streams which ran into Jordan, Cherith [T] 
and Jabbok [U], the former was on the west side, being the 
place where Elijah was commanded to hide himself, and where 
he was nourished by the ravens ; 1 Kings xvii. 3, &c. ; and the 
latter on the other side, about the middle of the stream : it ran 
down from the mountains of Gilead. 

After Jacob had sent forward a present to appease his brother 
Esau, he arose with his family and sent them over this brook, 
and he was left alone ; then he saw the vision where the angel 
wrestled with him. Gen. xxxii. 20, &c. Again, when Gihon, 
king of the Amorites, refused to let the children of Israel pass 
peaceably through his land, but went out against them, they 
smote him and possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok. 
Numb. xxi. 21, &c. 

The next river to Jordan, in regard to its size, is this •Ar- 
non [V], which runs round the south-east side of the moun- 
tains of Abarim, and, forming the boundary of the land of Is- 
rael, passes a little below Jordan into the Salt Sea. This is sup- 
posed to be the same with the river of Gad. Compare Deut. 
ii, 36 ; Josh. xiii. 9. 16, with 2 Sam. xxiv. 5. Thither Balak 
came to meet Balaam when he heard of his approach. Num. 
xxii. 36. 

On the opposite side from Arnon is the little brook Ceuron 

[W], which rises near Jerusalem, and runs between Mount 

Olivet and Mount Moriah through the country into the Salt Sea. 

At the conspiracy of Absalom, all the people wept and pass- 
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ed in mourning, with king David, over this brook ; 2 Sam. xv* 

23 ; and into this sti-eam, when Josiah bad found the book of 
the law, and burnt the things used in idolatry without J^usa- 
lem, he cast the dust of them. 2 Kings xxiii. 6, &c. But the 
most interesting circumstance connected with its history relates 
to our Saviour, who constantly passed over it on his way be- 
tween Mount Olivet and Jerusalem. 

Of the brooks which flowed into the great sea, that most to 
the north was Kishon [X], which passed from Mount Tabor 
along the north-east side of Mount Carmel. The battle fou^t 
near this mountain and this river is already pointed out ; Judges 
iv. 7 ; it is spoken of with praise in the song of Deborah the 
prophetess. Judges v. 21. Here also ElijaJi convinced the 
people of the vanity of Baal*s prophet, and had them put to 
death. 

Next to Kishon, in a southerly direction, is the brook Ka- 
nah, or the brook of reeds ; Josh. xvi. 8, and xvii. 9 ; and fur- 
ther still to the south, is the brook Sorek, which is known only 
as the dwelling-place of Delilah, Judges xvi. 4, in the history 
of Samson, and the scene of some of his actions. 

A little further to the south again, is the brook Besor [Y], 
where David, by the direction of God, pursued after the Ame- 
lekitcs who had burned Ziklag, I Sam. xxx. 9, 10, and he 
overtook the enemy, and recovered all they had takcto away. 

♦ The RiVEB OF Egypt [Z], the last towards the south, is 
famous only as the south border of the land of Israel. Num. 
xxxiv. 6 ; Josh. xv. 4. 47. 

Having thus ascertained the principal natural features on the 
surface of the country, together vritn the historical events by 
which they are known, it is desirable that, 1, some of the an- 
cient kingdoms in the Holy Land should be pointed out ; 2, 
the situation and general descriptions of the tribes, with the 
chief places they contain ; and, 3, the divisions subsequently 
made in this tract of country. 



CHAPTER V. 



Of the Ancibnt People and Kingdoms. 

As the land to the east of the great sea was taken possession of 
by Canaan, the son of Ham, so his descendants spread them • 
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selves abroad and settled in it. We read that Canaan begat 
Sidon his fii-st-bom, and Heth, and the Jebasite^ and the Amo- 
rite, and the Girgashite, and the Hivite, and the Arkile, and the 
Sinite, and the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. 
Gen. X. 15 — 18. All these families were at first stationary 
in this land, but afterwards they spread abroad. Gen. x. 19. 

The situation of the first-bom may be traced in the town of 
Sidon, which will be described among the places in the north 
of the Holy Land ; it was also the east part of that land which 
was afterwards pecuJiarly called Canaan ; and as Sidon settled 
bis family at this end of the land, so the children of Heth, or 
the Hiitites [I], were stationed in the south. We read. Gen. 
xxiii. 3 — 7, diat Abraham treated with the children of Heth 
for the purchase of a burial-ground. And when Isaac dwelt in 
the south of Canaan at Beersheba, his son Esau married two 
women of the Hittites. Gen. xxvi. 34. The circumstance of 
Uriah, whom David destroyed, being a Hittile, is repeatedly 
mentioned. 2 Sam. xii. 9. Their country was a mountainous 
tract of land. Josh. xi. 3, and is the hill country referred to by 
St. Luke i. 39. 

The Jebusites [U] were a little to the north of these last, 
and we read of them, 1 Chron. xi. 4, that all Israel went to Je- 
rusalem, which is Jehus, where the Jebusites were the inha- 
bitants of the land. Their country was also mountainous. 
Num. xiii. 29. David conquered this people, and took the 
stronghold of Zion ; and he dwelt in the fort, and called it the 
city of David. 2 Sam. v. 7, 9. 

Between these two were the Amorites [111] in the same 
hilly tract ; and accordingly the report made by the spies was, 
that the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwelt in 
the mountains, and the Canaanites dwelt by the sea and by the 
coast of Jordan. Num. xiii. 29. The nature of their country 
is alluded to, Deut. i. 7, by the mount of the Amorites ; and as 
they dwelt towards Jordan, this led to their conquering or set- 
tling on the other side of the river, to the east, where the land 
of tne Amorites is afterwards mentioned, and Sihon is always 
called kins of the Amorites, Num. xxi. 21. The river Amon 
is said to be the border between Moab and the Amorites. 

The Girgashites, [HH] it w probable, seated themselves 
on the north-east of Jordan, to the east of the sea of Galilee ; 
for there, in our Saviour's time, we find a name of a similar kind 
in the country of the Gergesenes, where two men were healed of 
devils. Matt. viii. 28. 
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The situation of the Hivites [V] beyond them is also fixed ; 
for we read. Judges iii. 3, that they dwelt in Mount Lebanon, 
from Mount Baal-hermon unto the entering in of Hamath. 

The other families cannot be so particularly described, but 
most of them, it is probable, settled along the coast. Those to 
the south and south-west being afterwards dispossessed by the 
Philistines, and collecting together in various places, and par- 
ticularly in the north and north-east coast, where the ancient 
inhabiiants were least disturbed, and where the name of Ca- 
naan [VI] was retained longer, and in a more peculiar man- 
ner than in other parts. In these coasts, we afterwards read. 
Malt. XV. 22, of a woman of Canaan whose daughter our Lord 
healed ; she is called also a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation ; 
Mark vii. 26 ; and Simon, the Canaanite, was one of the Apos- 
tles. Matt. X. 4 ; Mark iii. 18. 

The Philistines [VH] came out of Egypt, not being Ca- 
naanites by family, but the descendants of Mizi*aim, Gen. x. 
6, &c. and obtained great extent of country in Palestine, after- 
wards so called from them. It appears from the history of 
Abraham, that they had already obtained a footing in^the coun- 
try in his time. Gen. xxi. 34. The Philistines envied Isaac 
his flocks. Gen. xxvi. 14, and stopped up the wells Abi'aham 
digged. Their land was among that last conquered by Joshua^ 
Josh. xiii. 2. The deeds of Samson against the Philistines are 
written in the book of Judges ; and there was a sore war against 
them all the days of Saul. 1 Sam. xiv. 52. David entirely 
subdued them ; but under many of the subsequent kings, they 
rebelled and regained their power. The great champion of the 
Philistines, whom David slew, was Goliath. 1 Sam. xyii. By 
the books of Samuel, it plainly appears that their power was 
very great. Their country is called Philistia in the Psalms ; 
Ix. 8; Ixxxvii. 4 ; cviii. 9; and it consisted of five lordships, 1 
Sam. vi. 18, to be described in treating of the cities they con- 
tained. 

North of the Philistines and the Jebusites, in the centre of 
the land, dwelt the Perizziles [VIII] ; but this race of the 
descendants of Canaan was much scattered in different parts. 
They possessed, however, great power from the earliest time. 
Gen. xiii. 7. Solomon subdued those among them whom the 
children of Israel had not rooted out. 1 Kings ix. 20, 21 ; 2. 
Chron. viii. 7. 

The two principal people to the east of Jordan were the Mo- 
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abites [IX] and the Ammonites [X]» ^^^ descendants of 
Lot, Gen. xix. 37, 38, who came into the country which had 
been laid waste by the battles mentioned in Genesis xiv. The 
former of these people settled to the south-east of the Salt Sea, 
on both sides of the river Amon. This country was at first pos- 
sessed by a race of giants called Emim. Moses died in the 
land of Moab. Deut. xxxiv. 5. There was great enmity, 
and many wars took place between the children of Israel and 
of Moab. Balak, king of this people, endeavoured to induce 
Balaam to curse Israel^ which was not done ; but he seduced 
the people to idolatry and uncleanness by means of the daugh- 
ters of Moab. Chemosh and Baal-peor were the false gods of 
Moab. 1 Kings xi. 7, 33. Eglon, king of Moab, oppressed 
Israel after the death of Joshua, and was killed by Ehud. 
Judges iii. 12, &c. David subdued Moab. 2 Sam. viii. 2. 
Ruth was a Moabitess. Ruth iv. 5. 

To the north of the Moabites lay the children of^mmon, 
[X]* where the giants called Zanzuuimin, or Zumim, and 
others called Rephaim, formerly lived ; Dent. ii. 19, &c. ; their 
possessions were on either side of the brook Jabbok. This people 
usually took part with the Moabites in their wars against Israel, 
and were subdued together with them by David. In the time of 
Jephthah they rebelled, and were subdued with a great destruc- 
tion. Judges xi. 32, &c. Their land is described. Judges xi. 
22, as extending from Amon [V.] even unto Jabbok [U.] and 
from the wilderness (viz* eastward) even unto Jordan [S]. 

In the eastern part of this people lay Rabbah of the Children 
of Ammon, Deut. iii. 4, their principal city. It was famous for 
the vast iron bed of Og, king of Bashan, which was nine cubits 
long and four wide. Joab was besieging the place when David 
fell into his grievous sin, and purposely caused Uriah to be 
slain there during the siege. Joab took it. 2 Sam. xi. 1, and xii. 
26 ; I Chron. xx. 1. It was called the City of Waters, 2 Sam. 
xii. 27, being supposed to have been well supplied by the river 
Jabbok [U.] The prophets prophesied against Ammon, and 
particularly against Rabbah, because of the wickedness of the 
place. Jer, xlix. 2, 3 ; Ezek. xxi. 20, and xxv. 5 ; Amos i. 14. 

Adjoining to these two people lay the kingdom of Sihon 
[XI] and that of Og, called Bashan. The former of these 
lay between the Moabites and Ammonites, (being a part of it 
conquered from the Moabites,) bounded on the west by Jordan ; 
its principal city was Heshbon^and Sihon is called kingof Hesh- 
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bon. Deut. ii. 30. He would not let the children of Israel pass 
through his land in peace under Moses, and was slain. To the 
north of Jabbok, extendmg towards Mount Hermon, was the 
kingdom of Bashan. [XII]- It is remarkable, in the scripture 
account, for its high hills land great oaks, its cattle and pasturage. 
Ps. Ixviii. 15; Isaiah xxxiii. 9; Deut. xxxii. 14; Ps. xxii. 12, 
&c. When Moses conquered Bashan, it was possessed by the 
king Og. 

On the south of the children of Israel, beyond the border of 
their land, lay three people (with whom their history is much 
intermixed) in the following order, reckoning from east to west, 
the Midianites, the Edomites, and the Amalekites, 

The Midianites [XIII] were descendants of Abraham by 
Keturah, Gen. xxv. 1, 2, who settled themselves to the south- 
east of the Salt Sea, and are therefore mentioned as neighbours 
to the Moabites. Num. xxii. 4. The land of Midian, in which 
Moses dwelt, Exod. ii. 15, was further to the south, and was pro- 
bably part of the country over which the children of Midian were 
afterwards spread. The Midianites often seduced the children of 
Israel to do evil, and on one occasion, in pimishment for this, 
Phinehas was sent by Moses against them. He destroyed the 
people and five of their kings, and slew the wicked prophet Bala^ 
am. Num. xxxi. 1, &c. See Ps. Ixxxiii. 9. The merchants 
were Midianites who bought Joseph at the hands of his brethren. 
Gen. xxxvii. 28, 36. 

Next to the Midianites, towards the west, lay the Edomites, 
[XIV] > heing separated from them by Mount Hor, or Mount 
Seir, the place where Esau went to dwell when he separated 
from his brother. Gen. xxxvi.. 6, &c. The ancient name of the 
mountain was Hor ; but the children of Esau^ i. e. the Edom- 
ites, (for Esau is Edom, Gen. xxxvi. I,) destroyed the Hoiim, 
and succeeded them and dwelt in their stead. Deut. ii. 12. This 
country extended on the south up to the Red Sea. The Edom- 
ites refused to give Israel a passage through their land. Num. 
XX. 21, and yet the children of Israel were not permitted to 
abhor the Edomite, for they were to remember that he was 
their brother. Deut. xxiii. 7. ' 

Afterwards Saul fought against Moab and Edom. 1 Sam. 
xiv. 47. David put garrisons in the country ^ 2 Sam. viii. 14. 
There were often kings in Edom. I Kings xxii. 47 ; 2 Kings 
iii. 9, and viii. 20. Wars with Israel were common, Ps. 
Ixxxiii. 3, &c. ; 2 Kings viii. 20, and xiv. 10, and often the 
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gods of Edom were a snare to the Israelites. 2 Chron. xxv. 

20. Seir was one of the places where Moses says the Lord ap- 
peared to the children of Israe\; Deut xxxiii. 2; to which 
Deborah alludes as a very glorious but terrible thing. Judges 
V. 4. East of the Edomites, and between them and the Great 
SesL, were the Amalekites. [XV] • These people were descend- 
ants of Amalek, a grandson of Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 12, and were 
the most inveterate of the enemies of Israel, on which account 
they were doomed to destruction by God, Ex. xvii. 16, a sen- 
tence repeated by Balaam as a prophecy. Num. xxiv. 20. 
The Amalekites accordingly suffered a dreadful destruction 
under Joshua, while Moses was yet alive ; Ex. xvii. 8, &c. ; 
and Saul was specially appointed to take vengeance on them for 
their treachery. 1 Sam. xv. 2. This people had few, if any 
cities ; dwelling chiefly in tents; and they were often confederate 
against Israel with the Ammonites, Ps. Ixxxiii. 7, and Midian- 
ites. Judges vii. 12. On the eastern side of this country, lay 
the wilderness of Shur in the direction of Egypt, whither Ha- 
gar fled. Gen. xvi. 7 ; and the three last-named countries are to 
be regarded as the bordering states to the land of the children 
of Israel. Beyond them, and sometimes reckoned as part of 
them, lay the great wilderness of Paran ; thither Hagar, with 
her child Ishmael, were sent, and there they dwelt. Gen. xxi. 

21. It was a great and terrible wilderness, Deut. i. 19, and ex- 
tended over a vast tract of country, towards thf south, so that it 
does not at all follow that tl}^ events stated to have happened 
in it occurred near the same place. In the furthermost part of 
it lay Mount Sinai, Deut. xxxiii. 2 ; the nearest or most nor- 
thern part is mentioned,. in Chedorlaomer's victories. Gen. xiv. 
6, in the history of Hagar and Ishmael, Gen. xxi. 21 ; Kadesh, 
whence the spies were sent, was also situated in it. Num. xiii. 3. 

Note* The Hebrews called every uncultivated place a wilder- 
ness : some of these were great and terrible, waste, howling 
places^ dry and desolate ; and such was the scene of the Israel- 
ites' journey for forty years. Nehem. ix. 21 ; Ps. cvii- 4 ; Jen 
ii. 2> But others were only places near a city, appointed for 
pasturage, and where the plough never came, Joel i. 20, and ii. 
22 ; cattle fed there, and trees were suffered to grow wild. Few 
places were without a wilderness of this kind: such^was the 
desert place belonging to Bethsaida; Luke ix. 10; such the 
wilderness in which the miracle of the loaves and fishes was per- 
formed. Matt. XV. 33. So, Luke xv. 4, a man leaves the 
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ninety and nine sheep in the wilderness; and Mark vi. 31, 
" Come ye apart into a desert place.*' Probably the wilderness 
of Judea, where John preached. Matt. iii. 1, was little more than 
this. Matt. xi. 7 ; Luke vii. 24. 



CHAPTER VI. 



§ 1. — Of the Tribes into which the Land was divided, and the 
principal Places contained in them, 

N. B, Places, &c. of principal importance are marked with a •• 

The book of Joshua gives an account of the conquest of Ca- 
naan by the Israelites, and the division of that country east of 
Jordan among nine tribes and a half of that people. Josh. xiii. 
7, the other two tribes and a half having previously obtained 
their portions from Moses on the west of the river. The twelve 
tribes were not precisely the descendants of the twelve sons of 
Israel, because the family of Levi was set apart to minister about 
holy things, and wait at the altar, and had no share in the land. 
This tribe, therefore, was to be maintained of the things of the 
temple : the Lord was their inheritance. Josh. xiii. 33 ; see 
Deut. X. 9 ; xviii. 1 ; xxxiii. 8, &c. ; Numb. i. 49, &c. ; iii. 6, 
&c. In order, however, that they might have a habitation, 
forty-eight cities were assigned to them to dwell in, Joshua xxi. 
1, &c. ; being distributed through the tribes, and thirteen of 
these cities were called sacerdotal, because they were assigned 
to the children of Aaron, the priests. It is remarkable, that 
these thirteen cities were in the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and 
Benjamin, and therefore were within the district which adhered 
to the worship of God at Jerusalem on the revolt of the ten 
tribes. Besides these, there were six cities of refuge, to be men- 
tioned in their tribes, which were also Levitical cities. The 
cities of refuge were Hebron, in Judah ; Sechein, in Ephraim ; 
and Kedesh in Naphtali on the west of Jordan; and Bezar, in 
Reuben ; Ramoth Gilead, in Gad ; and Golan in half Manas- 
seh on the east ; Josh. xx. 7 ; and the design of their appoint- 
ment was, that the slayer that killed any person unawares, 
^ight flee to them for refuge from the avenger of blood. Josh. 
2, &c. 
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The tribes with their cities, are now to be mentioned in their 
geographical order, going from the south to north, first upon 
the west side of Jordan, and then on the east ; notwithstanding 
that in the order of time, those upon the east were settled first. 



§ 2—1. THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. 

The importance of this tribe on other accounts, and also be- 
cause our blessed Lord was descended from it, may be the rea- 
son why it is mentioned first in Joshua xv. We are there told 
it was next to the border of Edom, [XIV.] ; that on the south 
it had the shore of the Salt Sea, [B.] from which it passed 
along to Zin, (probably the same as Kadesh mentioned in the 
joumeyings of the Israelites on the north border of Edom ;) 
that from thence it went up by another Kadesh, called Kadesh- 
Bamea ; and so came to the river of Egypt. [Z.] The whole 
length of the Salt Sea formed its eastern border, from the north 
end of which its boundary ran alon^ on the south side of the 
Jebusite; [H] and the western border was the great sea. [A.] 
Josh. XV. 1 — 12. This tribe was the most powerful and nu- 
merous; (see Jacobs blessings. Gen. xlix. 8 — 10;) at the 
Exodus it contained seveuty-four thousand six hundred men. 
Numb. i. 27. The sceptre or crown, passed into this tribe from 
Benjamin when David was made king : and after Judah was 
carried away captive by the king of Babylon, 2 Kings xxv. 21, 
as the prophets had foretold, Jer. xiii. 19, and xxxvi. 2, and 
had retuiTied, it did, in a manner, combine in itself the whole 
Hebrew nation, who from that time were only known as Jews, 
i. e., descendants of Judah. This tribe preserved the true reli- 
gion and the public exercise of the priesthood, while the ten 
tribes gave themselves up to idolatry. Its praise is recorded, 
Ps. Ixxviii. 67, &c. and cxiv. 2. Judah> however, fell into many 
sins, 2 Kings xvii. 19, and the people were carried away cap- 
tive because of them. 2 Kings xxiii. 26, 27. 

(1) *Beth-sheme8h was in the border of Judah, Josh. xv. 10; 
the old inhabitants were not expelled. Judg. i. 33. The ark 
was brought hither by two milch-kine when the men of Ekron 
suffered affliction from its presence ; the people of the place 
were smitten for looking into the ark. 1 Sam. vi. 9, 12, 19. 
The great stone of Abel on which the ark was placed, is men- 
tioned as lying in a field here. 1 Sam. vi. 18. 
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(2) * Kirjathjearim, The ark was quickly removed to this 
place from Bethshemesh.and here it continued twenty years, in 
the house of Abinadah, until King David fetched it away. 1 
Sam. vi. 21, and.vii. 2; 1 Chron. xiii. 5, and 2 Chron. i. 4. 
The Gibeonites who deceived Joshua dwelt in this neighbour- 
hood. Josh. ix. 16, 17. The city was about ten miles north- 
west of Jerusalem in the border of Judah ; Josh. xv. 9 ; it is 
the same as Kirjath Baal, Josh, xviii. 14, or Baalah, 1 Chron. 
xiii. 6. 

(3) Jarmuth, about ten miles west of Jerusalem, was one of 
the five places the kings of which made war against the inhabi- 
tants of Gibeon, because they had made peace with Joshua ; 
but they were overcome and destroyed. Josh. x. 3, 10, 26. 
The other four places were Jerusalem, Hebron, Lachish, and 
Eglon. 

(4) Eglon was also one of the five cities. Josh. x. See 
Jarmuth. 

(5) Lachish was taken by Joshua, Josh. x. 31, 32; it was 
also another of the five cities that joined forces against Gibeon. 
(See Jarmuth.) It is often mentioned in the Bible. Amaziah, 
a king of Judah, was slain here by conspiracy, 2 Kings, xiv. 19, 
but it was after he had turned away from God. 2 Chron. xxv. 
27. It was one of the places taken by Sennacherib, king of 
A8S3a*ia. 2 Kings xviii. 14, 17. Isaiah xxxvi. 2 : Jer. xxxiv. 7. 

(6) * Hebron. — ^I'his was the place to which Abraham re- 
moved when he and Lot separated. Gen. xiii. 18. Hebron was 
a name given to the place by the Israelites, for before, it was 
called Kirjath Arba, i. e. the city of Arba, a great man among 
the Anakims, and the father of that people. Josh. xiv. 15. 
Hence, when this city was given to Caleb as the reward of his 
good conduct. Josh. xv. 13, 14, we read that he drove out the sons 
of Anak. Judges i. 20. The men of Hebron were a gigantic 
race of people. Num. xiii. 22, 28 ; Deut. i. 28. Sarah died 
here. Gen. xxiii. 2, and Abraham and Isaac sojourned long in 
the place. Gen. xxxv. 27. It was in the mountainous part of 
Judah, and was appointed by Joshua for a city of i*efuge. Josh. 
XX. vii. 

(7) Elah, -^In this valley the children of Israel had pitched 
when Goliath came forth and challenged them, 1 Sam. xvii. 2, 

' 19, &c. ; and here that giant was slain by David. 

(8) Azekah. — The armies of the five kings were slain here 
'th great stones from heaven, Josh. x. 10, 11, and see Jar- 
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math. It was a defenced city, Jer. xxxiv. 7. Here alsa, be- 
tween Azekah and Sbochob (wbicb was near it) in Epbes-dam- 
min, the Philistines were encamped while the children of Israel 
were lying at Elah. 1 Sam. xvii. 1. 

(9) Libnah was taken by Joshua, with Hebron and six other 
cities. Josh. x. 29. It revolted from king Jehoram, and refused 
to admit the idolatrous worship he would have introduced when 
he forsook the God of his fathers. 2 Chron. xxi. 10. From 
this circumstance, as well as from the mention of the king of 
Assyria warring against it, probably it was a strong city. 2 
Kings xix. 8. 

(10) Makkedah,r^^o^\x9^ smote the five kings (see Jarmuth) 
from Gibeon to Azekah, and Makkedab, Josh. x. 10, and found 
the kings hid in a cave, and, afiter the battle, he put them to 
death, ver. 16—26. 

(11) AduUam, — ^A place mentioned frequently in the history 
of David's flight from Saul. There was a cave here, where four 
hundred men assembled under David, when he withdrew from 
Achish king of Gath. 1 Sam. xxii. 1, &c. See also. Josh. xv. 
35. 

(12) ifi?i7a^.— ^David smote the Philistines and saved the in- 
habitants of this place. 1 Sam. xxiii. 1, &c. The Keihtes acted 
treacherously towards David, and would have delivered him up 
to Saul, who came against him, but he escaped to a wood, and 
Jonathan, Saul's son, came and comforted him. ver. 7 — 18. 

(13) Tappuah, one of the thirty-one kings on the other (the 
west) side ot Jordan, whom Joshua smote; Josh. xii. 17 ; and 
there was a place also of the same name in Ephraim on the bor- 
der of Manasseh, Josh. xvi. 8, and xvii. 8, but not remarkable 
for any event. 

(14) Debir, — ^One of the five kin^s — see Jarmuth. (Josh. 
X.) Two other names are given to this ; viz. Kirjath-Sepher, 
Josh. XV. 15, 49, and Kiijath-Sannah. It is thought to have 
lain in the south of Judah, because Joshua is said to return to 
Debir and fight against it. Josh. x. 38. The text meaning a 
return from Gaza. ver. 41. 

(15) * Kadesh Bamea* — It is thought that there was an- 
other Kadesh in the great wilderness of Faran, from whence the 
spies were sent to bring back a report of the Holy Land. 
Numb. xiii. 3, 26, and xxxii. 8. Caleb mentioned this. Josh. xiv. 
6, 7, and this place is probably referred to in Ps. xxix. 8. Kadesh 
Barnea is placed in the wilderness of Zin, which lay in the south 
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and south-east border of Judah, between it and Edom, being on 
the west of Mount Seir. This is the same as Enmishpat* 
Gen. xiv. 7. Here Miriam, the sister of Moses, died and was 
buried. Numb. xx. 1, and the waters of Meribah in Kadesh in 
the wilderness of Zin, was the place where Moses signed. 
Numb, xxvii. 14, and Deut.xxxii. 51. This also is the place 
mentioned Nuipb. xxxiii. 36, 37. 

(16) Arad was the abode of king Arad the Canaanite, in the 
south of the land, who fought against the people of Israel, on 
which occasion they made a vow. Afterwards the name of the 
place was changed, and called Hormah, i. e. utter destruction ; 
Numb. xxi. 1, &c. ; and xxxiii. 40, Judg. i. 16. 

(17) Ziph, — When David was informed that the men of 
Keilah would not be faithful to him, he withdrew to a mountain 
in the wilderness of Ziph, 1 Sam. xxiii. 14, which appears by 
Josh. XV. 55, to have adjoined to Carmel and Maon. These 
were probably three neighbouring cities. In Ziph was the hill 
of Hachilah, ver. 19. The Ziphites discovered David to Saul, 
and he fled to 

(18) The wilderness of Maon, ver. 24, which was near to 
Carmel, as it is said, 1 Sam. xxv. 2, that there was a man in 
Maofi, whose poss'essions were in Carmel. This Carmel was a 
city near the mount already described [R], to which Saul came 
when he had smitten the Amalekites, and taken Agag their king, 
1 Sam. XV. 12; and in the same part of the country was 

(19) Engedu — From the wilderness of Maon David went to 
the strong-holds of Engedi. 1 Sam. xxiii. 29, &c. See the 
mountain [R]. The old name of this place was HazezonTa- 
mar. Gen. xiv. 7 ; 2 Chron. xx. 2 ; and it was not far from the 
Salt Sea, Josh. xv. 62 ; in a wilderness lying in that part, and 
called Jeshiroon. 1 Sam. xxiii. 19, 24. 

(20) Telaim, or Telem, Josh. xv. 24, where Saul gathered 
the people together when he went forth to this war. 1 Sam.* 
XV. 4. 

(21) Goshen, — It has been thought that this city obtained 
this name from a similarity in the richness of its soil to the 
country so called in Egypt. We read that Joshua smote all 
the south part of the country from Kadesh Bamea even unto 
'Gaza on the sea-coast ; and all the country of Goshen even 
uuto Gibeon. Josh. x. 41. It was in the south part of Judah. 
Josh. xi. 16. 

(22) Machpelah, — Sarah died in Hebron, being one hundred 
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and twenty- seven years old; and Abraham purchased the field 
of Ephron, in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, and buried 
Sarah his wife in the cave of the field. Ephron was a Hittite. 
Gen. xxiii. 1, 10, 17, 18. The plain of Mamre is the same 
as the vale of Hebron, about two miles south of that city. Gen. 
xiii. 18, and xxxvii. 14. Here was the famous oak under 
which Abraham received the three angels. Gen. xviii. 1, &c. 

(23) Tekoah is said to be nine miles south of Bethlehem. 
Joab induced a woman of Tekoah to feign herself to be mad, and 
by a parable inclined David to bring Absalom home. 2 Sam. xiv. 
2, 4. It was one of the cities fortified by Rehoboam upon the 
revolt of the ten tribes. 2 Chron. xi. 5 — 12. Near Tekoah, 
in its wilderness, Jehoshaphat overthrew the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and Edom, in battle, with a dreadful slaughter. 
2 Chron. xx. 22. The prophet Amos was a herdsman of Tekoah. 
Amos i. 1. 

(24) * Bethlehem Ephratah, or anciently, '' Ephrath, which 
is Bethlehem," is mentioned in the account of Rachel, who 
died and was buried here, and Jacob set up a pillar upon her 
grave. Gen. xxxv. 20. Boaz dwelt in Bethlehem, whither 
Naomi and Ruth came when they returned home out of 
Moab. Ruth i. 1, 19 ; ii. 4 ; iv. II. There was a well at 
Bethlehem of which David wished to drink when faint, after 
a battle, and three mighty men broke through the enemy, and 
drew water for him out of the well. 2 Sam. xxiii. 15, and 1 
Chron. xi. 18. This was the city of David ; 1 Sam. xvii. 12, 
and XX. 6 ; and here Jesus Christ was born. Micah v. 2 ; 
Matt. ii. 1, 6 ; Luke ii. 4, 15 ; John vii. 42. (Observe how it 
happened that he was bom there. Luke ii. 3 — 7.) The city 
was six miles south of Jerusalem, and was called Bethlehem 
Judah> to distinguish it from Bethlehem in the tribe of Zebulon, 
but not a place of any celebrity. 

(25) * Emmaus, the place where our Lord appeared to two 
disciples, and was known by them after his resurrection, about 
threescore furlongs to the west of Jerusalem. Luke xxiv. 13. 

(26) Baalperazim. — David smote the Philistines here, 2 
Sam. V. 20, on which account it received its name, viz. a place 
of breaches 1 Chron. xiv. 11. This seems to be alluded lo, 
Isai. xxviii. 21, " The Lord shall rise up as in Mount Perazim." 

(27) Valley of Achor was in the north border of the tribe. 
Josh. XV. 7. When Joshua failed in his attempt against Ai, 
the reason given him by God was that some of Israel had sinned, 
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and it was found that Achan was the man, and he and all he 
had were destroyed ; Josh. vii. 1, &c. ; therefore it was called 
the Valley of Achor, i. e. trouble. See 1 Chron. ii. 7. A 
promise of reconciliation after punishment is by a figure called 
" the valley of Achor for a door of hope." Hosea. ii. 15. 

(28) Aphek. — Another city of this name lay in Asher, and it 
is uncertain which of the two had its king slain by Joshua. 
Josh. xii. 18; and xv. 53 ; and xix. 20. But when the Israel- 
ites had pitched in Eben-ezer, and the ark was brought into the 
camp of the Philistines, they were at Aphek of Judah. 1 
Sam. iv. 1 . The Syrians under Benhadad came against Ahab 
in Aphek, but they were smitten ; one hundred thousand of 
their footmen were slain in one day, and the wall of the city fell 
upon twenty-seven thousand of tnose that were left. 1 lUngs 
XX. 22, &c. Joash also obtained a victory over the Syrians 
here. 2 Kings xiii. 17. 



§ 3.— II. THE TRIBE OF SIMEON. 

We are told. Josh. xix. I, that the inheritance of Simeon was 
within that of the children of Judah, or taken out of the terri- 
tory first allotted to them ; for the part of the children of Judah 
was too much for them. This explains why the names of the 
same cities are repeated. Josh. xv. 26 — 32, and xix. 2 — 8. 
And as these uttermost cities of Judah are towards the coast 
of Edom southwards, it is plain that the tribe of Simeon lay 
in the south-west comer of the Holy Land. When this tribe 
came out of Egypt, it amoimted to fifty-nine thousand ^ve hun- 
dred men. Num., i. 23 ; but only twenty-two thousand entered 
the land of promise. Numb. xxvi. 14. 

Jacob cursed Simeon and Levi, for their cruelty, probably 
in their treatment of the men of Sichem, who had abused their 
sister Dinah, Gen. xxxiv. 25, &c. and said, " I will divide 
them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.*' The terror of the 
curse was averted by the subsequent conduct of the Levites, 
who were permitted to assist in all places in the service of God; 
Deut. xxxiii. 1,8, &c. ; and many of the scribes, and men learned 
i^ the law, are said to have been of the family of Simeon. 

Tlie country of the Philistines [VII] ran through these 
tribes. 
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(1) ''^Gaza, — ^The principal and most southern of the five 
lordships of the Philistines ; the others being Askelon, Ash- 
dod, Gath and Ekron in the tribe of Dan. Gaza is thought 
to have been the same as Azzah^ in Deut. ii. 23, and Jer. xxv. 
20 ; and was famous in the history of Samson, who escaped from 
it and carried away its great gates. When his eyes were put 
out, through the treachery of Delilah, he was bound here in 
prison ; and here he pulled down the house of the god Da^on 
upon the lords of the Philistines- Judges xvi. Here Philip, 
being sent by the angel, met the Ethiopian eunuch in the road 
from Jerusalem to this place. Acts viii. 26. 

(2) Askelon, — Samson slew thirty men at this place. Judges 
xiv. 19. It is often mentioned with the other cities of the 
Philistine lords, and doomed to destruction by the prophets. 
Jer. xlvii. 5 ; Amos i. 8 ; Zeph. ii. 4 ; Zech. ix. 5. It was 
situated near against the sea-shore. Jer. xlvii. 7. 

(3) Ziklag, — Achish king of Oath, in the tribe of Dan, 
gave this city to David on his own request, when he fled 
from the wilderness of Ziph ; and the time that David dwelt 
in the country of the Philistines was a full year and four months. 
1 Sam. xxvii. 7. He was often there. 2 Sam. i. 1 ; 1 Chron* 
iv. 30, and xii. 1, 20. It was burnt by the Amalekites. 1 
Sam. XXX. 14. 

(4) Hormah was the scene of many battles in the southern- 
most part of the land. When the children of Israel mur- 
mured at the report of the spies in the wilderness, the Ama- 
lekites and Canaanites came down upon them, and smote them 
even unto Hormah. Num. xiv* 45. Afterwards, when the 
Israelites had entered the promised land, Judah went with 
Simeon his brother, and slew the Canaanites at Zephath, and 
called the city Hormah. Judges i. 17. 

(5) * Beersheha. — The original name was Sheba, this bemg 
in the coast where the sons of Cush are supposed to have 
settled. Gen. x. 7, their territory spreading out very far towards 
the south : hence we read of the merchants of Sheba, Ezek. 
xxvii. 22 ; and the kings of Sheba and Seba offering gifts. Ps* 
Ixxii. 10. The name Beer, meaning a well, was prefixed on 
account of the well Abraham dug. Gen. xxi. 30. It was 
about forty miles south of Jerusalem. Hagar was sent away 
by Abraham, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba, 
Gen. xxi. 14, and ver. 33 ; he planted a gi-ove here, and called 
on the name of the Lord. To this place also he returned from 
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the offeriDg of Isaac. Gen. xxii. 19. Beersheba was called 
the Well of the Oath, from the covenant Isaac made there with 
Abimelech. Gen. xxvi. 33. Jacob was also there just before his 
vision, Gen. xxviii. 10, and was comforted by God. Gen. xlvi. 
1. Thither also Elijah fled from Jezebel, and left his servant 
there while he went into the wilderness, and to Horeb, the 
mount of God. 1 Kings xix..3, &c. The queen of Sheba 
had her kingdom and country much farther to the south, and 
is therefore said to come from the utmost parts of the earth. 
Lukexi. 31. 

As Beersheba was a city in the most southern part of the 
promised land, it is chosen, with the city Dan, one of the 
furthest to the north, for the purpose of describing the whole 
land ;' from Dan to Beersheba signifies the whole country. 2 
Sam. iii. 10, xvii. 11, and xxiv. 2. So from the wilderness of 
Zin (which lay south of Judah) unto Rehob, as men come to 
Hamath, on the north side of Mount Lebanon, Numb. xiii. 21, 
denotes the same tract of country ; the same is meant by the 
expressions, " from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of 
Egypt,'* (Z.) 1 Kings viii. 66; and " from Hamath unto the 
sea of the plain,*' [B.] 2 Kings xiv. 25. 

(6) * Gerar. — We read, Gen. xx. 1, that Abraham removed 
from Hebron, and went more southward, and sojourned at Ge- 
rar, a place often mentioned in the history of Abraham and 
Isaac, and. Gen. x. 19, pointed out as the south-west comer of 
the land of Canaan. The kings of Gerar appeared to have been 
usually called Abimelech, as those of Egypt were Pharoah ; 
and probably they were of the race of the Philistines. Gen. 
xxi. 32, 34. 

(7) JBeer-lahai-roi, i. e. " the well of Him that lives and 
sees me," was the spring of water in the way to the wilderness 
of Shur, where the angel found Hagar when she fled from 
Abraham. Gen. xvi. 7. 



§ 4.— III. THE TRIBE OF DAN. 

The tribe of Dan, like that of Simeon, was taken out of 
Judah, the same cities being allotted to both, Joshua xv. 33, 
&c., and xix. 41, &c. ; consequently it lies in the north-west 
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corner of the whole tiibe of Judah next the sea, for which rea- 
son Dan*s remaining in ships may be mentioned^ Judges v. 1 1, 
in the Song of Deborah. Though Dan had only one son. Gen. 
xlvi. 23, yet, when the Israelites left Egypt, the tribe con- 
sisted of sixty-two thousand seven hundred men. Numb. i. 39* 
The meaning of Jacob's blessing of Dan, Gen. xlix. 16, 17, 
" a serpent by the way," &c. as also of the prophecy of Moses, 
*' Dan is a lion's whelp," Deut. xxxiii. 22, is thought to be this, 
viz. that although the tribe was not the most celebrated in 
Israel, yet it would produce one who should be prince of his 
people, which was accomplished in Samson, a descendant from 
Dan. The coast of the tribe was small, and too narrow for the 
people, therefore they went up to the north country to fight 
against Leshem, and took it, and dwelt there, and called it Dan 
after their father. Josh. xix. 47. 

(1) Lyrffl^a.— Eneas, who had kept his bed eight yeare, was 
here cured of the palsy by St. Peter, and all that saw it turn- 
ed to the Lord. Acts ix. 32. Lydda was nigh to Joppa, 
ver. 38. 

(2) * Joppa, — The wood for the temple was brought from* 
Lebanon in floats by sea to Joppa, and then carried up to Je- 
rusalem. 2 Chron. ii. 16. And so it was done for the second 
temple, under Ezra, when they had a grant for this purpose 
under Cyrus, king of Persia. Ezra iii. 7. Here Jonan found 
a ship going to Tarshish, and he paid the fare, and went^ 
down into it; but was thrown out in a storm, and swallowed) 
by the fish. Jonah i. 3, &c. 

Tabitha, or Dorcas, lived here, a woman full of good works 
and almsdeeds. She was sick, and died, and Peter raised her 
from the dead. Acts ix. 36 — 40 ; and many believed on the 
Lord ; and Peter tarried there niany days with one Simon a 
tanner, ver. 43, by the sea-side. Cornelius, the centurion, 
sent for him to this place ; Acts x. 5, 32 ; and here in a trance, 
he saw the vision of the sheet let down from heaven. Acts 
xi.5~18. 

(4) * Arimatheay the city of Joseph, the rich man, who bu- 
ried our Lord. Mark xv. 43 ; Luke xxiii. 51 ; John xix. 38. 
By some this is thought to be the same place as Ramathaun Zo- 
pnim or Ramah, 1 Sam. i. 1, and so to belong to the tribe of 
Ephraim. 

(5) * Askdod, — ^When the Philistines took the ark, they 
brought it to Ashdod, and set it in the house of Dagon 
their god^ and Dagon was smitten down and cut in pieces 
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and the hand of the Lord was heavy against them at. Ashdod, 
and he destroyed them, and smote them with a grievous ^dis- 
ease. 1 Sam. v. 1 — 8. Nehemiah speaks of some Jews who 
married wives of Ashdod> and Ammon and Moab, against the 
law ; and says, that the offspring of this alliance could not 
speak the Jewish language plainly. Neh. xiii. 23. This, 
with Ekron and Gath, were the cities of the lords of the 
Philistines, lying within the tribe of Dan, and were doomed 
to punishment in like manner with Gaza and Askelon. In 
later times, the city in this place was csdled Azotus ; ps when 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip from the eunuch, 
he was found here. Acts viii. 39, 40. It lies between Gaza 
- and Joppa, on the sea-shore. 

(6) ♦ Gath lay still more north than Ashdod, and was the 
birth-place of the giant Goliath. The ark was brought hither 
from Ashdod, and the men of the place were visited with cala- 
mities. 1 Sam. V. 9. Jonathan slew the giant of Gath, who 
had six fingers and six toes : 2 Sam. xxi. 20, 21 : he was a 
man of great stature, and the son of a giant. 1 Chron. xx. 6. 
The city was taken by David, 1 Chron. xviii. 1, and rebuilt. 
Uzziah, when he began to reign well, also took the place, with 
others, from the Philistines, who were often contesting it, 
2 Chron. xxvi. 6 ; but it was finally destroyed by Hazael, 
king of Syria. 2 Kings xii. 17. Hazael would afterwards have 
proceeded against Jerusalem, but was diverted from his purpose 
by a present made him of the hallowed treasures, ver. 18. 

(7) Modin was famous as the dwelling of Mattathias, 1 Mace, 
ii. 1, and the burial-place of the Maccabees, and is supposed to 

h in have been near Lydda , from the account in I Mace. xiii. 25, 26, 
t "^ that Simon built a monument upon the sepulchre of his father, 
which could be seen by men sailing on the sea. 

(8) Jamnia was on the sea-coast near Joppa, and was the 
spot where Judas Maccabseus burnt part of the Syrian fleet, 
the flames being seen as far as Jerusalem, 2 Mace. xii. 9. 
The other part he burnt at Joppa. 

(9) Ekron, — From Gath, the ark of God was brought to 
Ekron, and the same miseries befel the people as at Ashdod. 
1 Sam. V. 10—12. 

Ahaziah sent to Baal zebub, the sod of Ekron, in his sick- 
ness, and Elijidi rebuked him for doing so, and told him the 
sentence of the Lord, viz. that he should die. 2 Kings i. 2 — 4, 
17. 
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(10) Beth-car, — When the Philistines were routed in the 
battle at M izpeb, the Israelites pursued them unto Beth-car ; 
and Samuel took a stone^ and set it up between Mizpeh and 
Shen^ and called the name of it Ehenezer, L e. the stone of 
help, 1 Sam. vii. 15. 

(11) Gihbethon belonged to the Philistines, 1 Kings xv. 21, 
although it had been assigned as a Levitical city for the tribe 
of Dan. Josh. xix. 44. Baatha conspired against Nadab, the 
son of Jeroboam, laid siege to him here, and the siege was very 
long until the reign of Omri. 1 Kings xvi. 15, 16. 

(12) Zorah, — ^This was the city of Samson, and the place 
where Manoah his father lived. Judges xiii. 2, 25. When the 
Danites sought them an inheritance, the spies were sent out 
from thence. Judges xviii. 2. On the revolt of the ten tribes, 
Kehoboam appears to have kept this place, and fortified it as a 
barrier against the kingdom of Israel, as he also did Aijalon in 
this tribe. 

(13) Eshtaol is often mentioned together with Zorah, Judges 
xiii. 25. The burying-place of Manoah was between them. 
Judges xvi. 31 ; and here the Spirit moved Samson. Judges 
xiii. 25. 

(14) * Aijalon, and the valley of Ajalon, was the place ove 
which the moon stopped at the command of Joshua, while ther 
people avenged themselves on their enemies. Josh. x. 12, 13. 
Yet we read that the Danites did not drive out the inhabitants 
they found in Ajalon, Judges i. 35, but they made them tribu- 
taries. 



§ 5.-^IV. THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN. 

It appears, by comparing Joshua xviii. 15 — 19 with xv. 5 — 9, 
that the nortn border of .J udah formed the south border of Ben- 
jamin ; whence it follows, that Benjamin lay next to Judah 
upon its north side. Jordan was the border of the tribe on the 
east. Josh, xviii. 20, and the north border passed by the north 
side of Jericho through the mountains westward ; from thence, 
in about the middle of the country between Jordan and the 
Great Sea, it turned to the south, and passing to the side of 
Bethel southward, met the tribe of Judah at Kirjathjearim. 

It had thirty- five thousand four hundred men when the chil- 
dren of Israel left Egypt, and had fourteen cities when settled 
under Joshua. Numb. i. 37. Saul belonged to it, and said. 
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1 Sam. ix. 21, it was the smallest of the tribes ; and is there- 
fore called '* Little Benjamin " in Psalm Ixviii. 27. This tribe 
sustained great injury in the matter of the Levite, whose con- 
cubine (or second wife, so the text means. Judges xx. 4) was 
abused by the men of Gibeah. Judges xx. I, &c. At that time 
there fell of Benjamin twenty-five thousand men, ver. 46. Thiese 
men were a warlike and vaHant race, as Jacob had prophesied 
they should be. Gen xlix. 27. Moses, in his last song, calls 
them the beloved of the Lord, who should dwell safely by Him. 
Deut. xxxiii. 12. 

(1) Jerusalem, anciently called Jehus, was built on hills, 
and was encompassed with mountains, Ps. cxxv. 2. {a, b,c, d,) 
It is a general opinion that Melchisedec, Gen. xiv. 18, was king 
of the city, from the manner in which Salem is mentioned in 
Ps. Ixxvi. 2. 

Joshua slew its king in the famous battle of Gibeon, Josh. x. 
3 ; and when he divided the land amongst the twelve tribes, he 
gave the city to the children of Benjamin. Josh, xviii. 28. 
But, Judges i. 21, they were not able to drive out the Jebusites. 
Indeed, though the men of Judah also fought and took it, and 
set it on fire. Judges i. 8, yet were they not able to expel the 
inhabitants entirely. Josh xv. 63 ; and the Jebusites dwelt in 
the land till the time of David. 2 Sam. 6; 1 Chron. xi. 4, &c. 

Jehus, called also the stronghold of Zion, which David took 
from the Jebusites, was not large : it stood on mount Zion, {a) 
and here David built a new city, called the city of David. To 
the north of mount Zion stood mount Moriah. {b) It^as here 
that the threshing-floor of Araunah lay, where David was com- 
manded by the prophet Gad to rear an altar, 2 Sam. xxiv. ; 
1 Chron. xxi., that the plague might be stayed. 

Jerusalem being on the frontiers of the two tribes of Benjamin 
and Judah, is sometimes referred to one, and sometimes to 
the other. Benjamin had a right to it by Joshua's division, 
and Judah might claim it by right of conquest, having subdued 
it once under the Judges, and again under David. But after 
the Lord had declared his choice of the place for his own habi- 
tation, it was considered as the metropolis of the Jewish nation, 
and as belonging to all Israel in common. 

When the ten tribes revolted unto Jeroboam, Judah and 
Benjamin continued faithful to Solomon's sou ; and thus was 
fulfilled the prophecy of Jacob, Gen. xlix 8. that the sceptre 
should not depart from Judah. And Jerusalem being situated 
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in their neighbourhood, they enjoyed access to the temple, so 
that the profession and practice of a true mode of worship were 
preserved amongst them. All the kings of Judah were de- 
scendants of Solomon, according to the promise given to David, 
2 Sam. vii. 12, &c. Some of them were eminent for piety, but 
many were led into alliances with the idolatrous kings of Israel, 
which in the end proved their ruin. 

To punish this wickedness, God often permitted their ene- 
mies to prevail against them ; and at length, in the year 606 
before Christ, Nebuchadnezzar besieged and took Jerusalem 
in the days of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 2 Kings xxiv. Thus 
began the Babylonish captivity, which lasted seventy years, 
Jer. xxix. 10. At the end of ihis period, as Isaiah had fore- 
told, ch. xliv. 28, God put it into the heart of Cynis, king of 
Persia, who had just conquered Babylon, to allow the Jews to 
return to their own country, and rebuild their city and temple. 

About sixty-three years before the birth of our Saviour, the 
Romans attacked Jerusalem and took it, and governed it for 
some time by an officer who resided there, and had power of 
life and death. 

In the year of our Lord 70, that is, about thirty-six years 
after the crucifixion, the Jev^s rebelled, but were entirely sub- 
dued by Vespasian and his son Titus, who both were afterwards 
emperors of Rome. 

In the dreadful siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies 
under Titus, was fulfilled our Lord's prophecy of the destruction 
of the city and people. Matt xxiv. The temple was burnt, and 
the city so completely demolished, it was difficult for those who 
saw the desolation, to believe it had ever been inhabited. The 
Jews were scattered all over the world, and never since have had 
a country of their own to dwell in, but remain to this day an 
awful witness of their sins in rejecting Jesus, Matt. xxi. 33, &c. ; 
Luke XX. 9, &c., and of the fulfilment of their own dreadful 
imprecation, " His blood be on us, and on our children." 
Matt, xxvii. 25. 

The following Erplanation of the Plan of King Solomon*s Temple, and iU 
Courts, may form a proper Sequel to the Account of Jerusalem, and will be 
understood by reference to the plate, 

A. A. A. A. — The outermost wall, inclosing all the ground belonging to 
tHe temple. The space it contained was about thirty-one acres and a 
hal£ 
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B. B. B. B. — The wall which went round the court of the Gentiles. 
Here strangers, who did not keep the law of Moses, might come and 
offer up their prayers to the one true God. 1 Kings viii. 41, 42, 43. It 
was from this court our blessed Saviour drore out those who bought and 
sold. Matt. xzi. 12 ; Luke xix. 45; John ii. 5. 

c. c, c. c. — The wall which surrounded the court of Israel. This 
court was raised above the court of the Gentiles ; and each of its four 
gates, placed east, west, north, and south, had a flight of steps. Inside, 
close to the wall on every side, were magnificent galleries, supported by 
rows of pillars. The court was paved with marble df different colours, 
and had no covering ; but the people, in case of need, could find shelter 
under the galleries. No one was allowed to enter this court but Jews, 
and those who kept the whole law; of Moses. It was here the people 
waited the return of Zacharias. Luke i. 21. 

D. D. n.D. — The wall inclosing the court of the priests. This court 
was raised above the court of Israel. It had three entrances — east, 
north, and south. Each had a flight of steps. Within this court were 
apartments for the priests to lodge in, and also for keeping such things as 
were necessary for the service of the temple. At the west side stood 
the Temple, or House of the Lord. 2 Chron. zxiz. 

a. — ^Tbe Holy of Holies, or Holy Place within the Vail. In this was 
kept the Ark of the Covenant, which contained the Tables of the Law, 
&c. Heb. iz. 3, 4. Towards this place, called also the Oracle, 1 Kings 
vi. 20, the Israelites turned themselves when at their devotions. Psalm 
xzviii. 2 ', Dan. vi. 11. None but the high -priest entered here, and he< 
only once a-year, to make atonement for the sins of the people, on the 
great day of expiation. Lev. xvi. 

5. — The Holy Place, or Sanctuary. Heb. iz. 2. Here stood the golden 
altar, on which incense was offered ; the golden candlestick ; and the 
table of shew-bread. 

c. — The Porch, which was entered by a flight of steps. 

d.— The Altar for Burnt-offerings. It stood just before the steps of 
the Porch. On the south side of &e altar was the brazen sea, and oppo- 
site to it, a raised seat for the king ; or a pulpit^ from which the priest 
expounded the law. 

(1) Ai, or Hai, lay to the east of Bethel, not far from it. 
Gen. xii. 8 ; Josh. vii. 2, and viii. 17 ; and Abraham, both 
before and after his going down into Egypt, pitched his tent 
there. Gen. xii. b, and xiii. 3. The Israelites, on entering 
Canaan, were smitten at this place; but Joshua was encouraged 
by God; and he went up a second time, and took it by 
stratagem. 

(2) * Ramah was near to Jerusalem, (about six miles north 
of it,) as appears from the words of the Levite, who passed on 
to lodge there in the evening from Jerusalem. Judges xix. 13. 
Elkanah and Hannah dwelt at Ramah, which, therefore, was 
Samuel's city. 1 Sam. i. 18. Here the prophet had his house ; 
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here be judged Israel^ aud built an altar to the Lord. 1 Sam* 
vii. 17. All the elders came up to Samuel at Ramah. 1 Sam. 
viii. 4. Samuel went from year to year, in circuit, to Bethel, 
and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel, and returned to 
Ramah, for there was his house. 1 Sam. vii. 16, 17. Here 
also he was buried. 1 Sam. xxv. 1. 

Ramah was built (perhaps fortified) by Baasha, king of 
Israel, so that none might come out or go in to Asa, king of 
Judah. 1 Kings xv. 17 ; 2 Chron. xvi. I, 5. Here, also, 
Ahaziah, who reigned wickedly, was wounded when he fought 
with Hazael, king of Syria. 2 Kings viii. 29 ; 2 Chron. xxii. 
6. This is the Ramah to which St. Matthew alludes, ch. ii. 18, 
out of Jeremiah xxxi. 15, when he describes the affliction of 
the mothers on the loss of their children at Bethlehem. The 
merchants of Ramah appear to have been of some note. Ezek% 
xxvii. 22. 

(3) Gibeah was the city of Saul, 1 Sam. x. 26; xi. 4, 
where he tarried ; 1 Sam. xiv. 2 ; and here was his house, ch. 
XV. 34. Seven of his sons were hanged here, in return for his 
cruelty to the Gibeonites, and the famine caused by Saul's con- 
duct ceased. 2 Sam. xxi. 6. At Gibeah the concubine of the 
Levite was abused, and she died. Judges xix. 22, &c. In con«- 
sequence of this, there was war between the Israelites and Ben- 
jamin ; and, in a battle fought at Gibeah, twenty- two thousand 
IsraeHtes were slain. Judges xx. 21. 

(4) Migron and Mickmash, 1 Sam. xiv. 2, 5, where Israel 
was, and where afterwards the Philistines pitched, was not far 
from Gibeah. 1 Sam. xiii. 2,6; see also Isaiah x. 28. 

(5) *Moreh. — ^In the plain of Moreh, at his first cominff 
into the land of Canaan, Abraham sojourned. Gen. xii. 6 ; and 
it is probably the same place where Jacob afterwards spread his 
tent, a parcel whereof he bought at the hand of Hamor, She- 
chem's father. Gen. xxxiii. 19, and which he bequeathed to 
Joseph at his death. Gen. xlviii. 22. This latter place con- 
tained Jacob's well, on which our Saviour sat, while discoursing 
with the woman of Samaria. John iv. 5. Here, by the hill 
of Moreh, in the valley, the army of Grideon, consisting of 
thirty-two thousand men, was reduced to the number of tnree 
hundred ; and by this small band, the Lord delivered the Mi- 
dianites into his hand. Judges vii. 1 — 7. 

(6) j^ob, — ^David came to this place, and received Goliath's 
sword firom the priest Ahimelech, who dwelt there, 1 Sam. 
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xxi. 1 — 9, it being a sacerdotal city. Nehem. xi. 32. Saul 
slew eighty-five of the priests, at Nob, because they were with 
David, and knew when he fled, but would not show it. 1 Sam. 
xxii. 17, 18. 

(7) Mispeh* — ^The children of Israel assembled at Mizpeh, 
which belonged to Benjamin, when the Levite, who had been 
misused by the Gibeonites, declared his wrong. Judges xx. 1 , 
3 ; but the tribe of Benjamin did not attend the assembly, and 
war was made against it, and the Benjamites were smitten and 
greatly destroyed. Judges xxi. 5. 

When the ark was settled at Kiijath-jearim, Samuel assem- 
bled the children of Israel at this place, and they kept a solemn 
fast here. 1 Sam. vii. 6, &c. Again he summoned them to- 
gether there, and Saul was chosen king by lot, 1 Sam. x. 1 7, 
81. In 1 Mace. iii. 46, this place is called Maspha, and is 
said to be over against Jerusalem, and the place where they 
prayed aforetime in Israel, alluding to the days of Samuel. 
There was another place called Mizpeh, on the east of Jordan. 

(8) Ebenezer, — ^AVhile the Israelites were assembled with 
Samuel at Mizpeh, the Philistines went up against them, but 
were smitten before Israel, 1 Sam. vii. 11, and pursued by 
them to Bethcar, Then Samuel set up a stone between Miz- 
peh and Shen, and called it Ehenezer: this stone lay near 
Bethshemesh, and on the border of Judah. 

(9) * Gibedri was a great city. Josh. x. 2, greater than Ai, 
and the men were mighty. It had cities dependent on it, viz. 
Chephirah, Josh. ix. 17, and Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim of 
Judah. Joshua was deceived by craft, and made a league with 
it, for which reason the Gibeonites were condemned to perpe- 
tual slavery, to be hewera of wood and drawers of water unto all 
the congregation. Josh. ix. 23, 27. 

When Gibeon made a league with Israel, five kings fought 
against it ; but God destroyed them with stones . from heaven. 
Josh. X. 11, &c. ; and the sun and the moon stood still at the 
word of Joshua, while the people avenged themselves on their 
enemies. Isaiah xxviii. 21, alludes to the anger of the Lord 
in the valley of Gibeon. In the long war between the houses 
of Saul and David, Abner, captain of Saul's host, was beaten 
here in a terrible battle. 2 Sam. ii. 17. At Gibeon, also, the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Solomon, and offered to give him 
what he should ask. He asked wisdom, and God granted the 
petition and gave him riches and honour besides. 1 Kings 
i, &c. 
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(10) Beerotk lay under the hill of Gibean. Two men of 
this town killed Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and cutting off hb 
head brought it to David at Hebron, who ordered the mur- 
derers to be slain themselves. 2 Sam. iv. 5, &c. 

(11) Anathoth. — Some time after David's death, Solomon 
ordered Abiathar the priest, who had sided with Adonijah, ta 
retire from Jerusalem to Anathoth, his own city. 1 Kings ii. 
xxvi. It wtis near Jerusalem on the north siae, and was the 
city of the prophet Jeremiah. Jer. i. 1, and xxix. 27. When 
be was in prison he bought a field here as a token that the 
people should possess their land again. Jer. xxxii. 9, 15, 37. 

(12) * Bethany was nigh to Jerusalem, about fifteen fur- 
longs off, John xi. 18, situated on Mount Olivet. Markxi. 1, 
and Luke xix. 29. It was the town of Lazarus, whom Jesus 
raised from the dead. John xi. 1, Xcc. xii. 1. Our Saviour 
was often there, Matt. xxi. 17 ; Mark xi. 11, at the house of 
Simon the leper. Malt. xxvi. 6 ; Mark xiv. 3, where the woman 
poured the precious ointment of spikenard on his head as he 
sat at meat. 

( 13) * Beihphage was also a village on Mount Olivet, nearer 
to Jerusalem tnan Bethany. From thence Jesus sent his dis- 
ciples to fetch the ass with its foal, that he might ride into 
Jerusalem according to the prophecy. Zech. ix. 9 ; Matt, 
xxi. 1, &c. ; Mark xi. 1, &c. ; Luke xix. 22, &c. It was on this 
journey that he wept over Jerusalem, and lamented its approach- 
ing fall. Luke xix. 41, &c. 

(14) Bahurim was near the Mount of Olives, and not far 
from Jerusalem, to the east. Here Shimei, a man of the 
house of Saul, cursed king David, and threw stones at him, 
2 Sam. xvi. 5, 6 ; but David gave a singular proof of patience 
and forbearance, and afterwards pardoned him. 2 Sam. xix. 
18, 19. It appears, however, 1 Kings ii. 8, 9, that the king 
always considered Shimei to have deserved death. 

(15) *6rifya/ means rolling, for here the Lord rolled away 
the reproach of Egypt from the children of Israel, on their 
circumcision at this, which was the first, place of their encamp- 
ment after passing Jordan. Josh. iv. 19, and v. 2 — 9. The 
camp was at Gil^l for some time. Josh. ix. 6, and x. 6. And 
twelve stones, taken up out of Jordan, were pitched here, accord- 
ing to the number of the tribes. Josh. iv. 8, 9. Here, after the 
circumcision, the people celebrated the passover, and on the 
morrow afterwai-ds, the manna ceased to &11. Josh v. 10, 12. 
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The city lay between Jericho and Jordan. Compare Josh. iii. 
16, with iv. 19. Samuel was much here, 1 Sam. x. 8 ; xiii.7, 
and here the kingdom was confirmed to Saul, and he was again 
declared king with great sacrifices and rejoicings. 1 Sam. xi. 
14, 15. Saul incurred God's displeasure by saciificing here 
before Samuel came, 1 Sam. xiii. 8, &c., and received the 
sentence of his rejection for sparing the Amalekites. Their 
king, Agag, was hewn to pieces nere by Samuel, for his cruelty, 
when Saul had saved him contrary to the command of Goa. 
1 Sam. XV. 33. Afterwards great idolatry and iniquity were 
carried on at this place. Amos iv. 4 ; ilosea ix. 15, and 
xu. 11. 

(16) * Jericho.'^This was the first city taken by Joshua 
from the Canaanites. Spies were sent to view the city and 
the land, who were preserved by Rahab, Josh. ii. 1 ; Heb. xi. 
31 ; James ii. 25, and the people passed through Jordan right 
against Jericho. Josh. iii. 16. Then the children of Israel 
shut up the city so that none could come in or go out. Josh, 
vi. 1, &c. ; they compassed it seven times, and by faith in the 
word and power of God the walls of Jericho fell flat to the 
ground, Heb. xi. 30, and the people went over them and took 
it. Moreover, Joshua set a curse upon the man that should 
rebuild the city, which was fulfilled in the days of Ahab king 
of Israel, on Hiel* the Bethelite. Josh. vi. 26; 1 Kings xvi. 
34. The city was considered second only to Jerusalem, and 
was famous for the schools of the propnets. 2 Kings ii. 5. 
The situation of the place was pleasant, and from the beauty of 
its trees it was called the city of palm trees, Deut. xxxiv. 31. ; 
Judges i. 16 ; 2 Clrfon. xxviii. 15 ; but the water was naught 
and the ground barren, until Elisha healed the spring of the 
waters, 2 Kings ii. 19 — 22. David's ambassadors, who had 
been insulted by the Ammonites, resided at Jericho till their 
beards were grown. 2 Sam. x. 4, 5. Our Lord took Jericho on 
his way to Jerusalem in his last journey, and abode at the 
house of the good publican Zaccheus. Luke xix. 1, &c. 
Jesus was probably here at other times ; he spoke a parable of 
the man going down to Jericho. Luke x. 30, 

(17) Valley of the Rephaim, or giants, lay near Jerusalem, 
in the confines of the two tribes, Judah and Benjamin ; Josh. 
XV. 8 ; it was famous for several victories which David obtained 
over the Philistines, and in particular for the first war he had 
to sustain after he was made king and seated at Jerusalem. 
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2 Sam. V. 18. On account of his victory, the name of Baal- 

ferazim was given to the place : this victory was of celebrity, 
saiah xxviii. 21. 



§ 6.— V. THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM. 

The lot of Benjamin lay between the children of Judah and 
the children of Joseph, Josh, xviii. 1 1, therefore Ephraim and 
part of Manasseh, must have been to the north of Benjamin ; 
and it appears. Josh. xvi. 5 — 7, and xviii. 12, 13, that Ephraim 
lay on the coast of Benjamin, and therefore it lay to the south 
of half Manasseh. It is also evident that it reached from Jor- 
dan eastward to the Mediterranean in the west. Josh. xvi. 1 — 3. 
Hence, we are sure, that the tribe of Ephraim occupied the 
whole breadth of the land between the river and the Great Sea, 
and lay next to the northern coasts of Benjamin and Simeon ; 
but the boundanes of the tribe to the north are not to be pre- 
cisely described. According to the blessing of Jacob, Ephraim, 
the younger brother, was to be greater than Manasseh the 
elder; but Israel should bless in the name of both, saying, 
" God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh." Gen. xlviii. 
19, &c. The posterity of Ephraim multiplied in 'Egypt, to 
the number of forty thousand five hundred, Numb. i. 33, and 
Oshea, or Joshua, the son of Nun, was of this tribe. The ark 
of the tabernacle remained long in it at Shiloh ; and after the 
separation of the ten tribes, the seat of the kingdom was here 
at Samaria, (the head of Ephraim, Isaiah vii. 9,) and hence, 
Ephraim sometimes denotes the whole kingdom of Israel. 
Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites, but they remained 
and served them under tribute. Josh. xvi. 10. The country 
is called Ephratah in the Ps. cxxxii. 6, as well as Ephraim, the 
strength of mine head. Ps. Ix. 7. This tribe was led captive 
with all Israel, beyond the Euphrates, by Talmaneser, king of 
Assjnia. 

(1) • Bethel, — Jacob's vision of the ladder took place here ; 
Gen, xxviii. 10 — 19 ; the name of the city was Luz at first, 
ahd he called it Bethel, or the House of God, and here, ver. 22, 
he set up the stone on which his head had rested, and made a 
vow to the Lord. Deborah the prophetess dwelt between Ra- 
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mah and Bethel in Mount Ephraim, under the palm-tree, and 
the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. Judges 
iv. 5. 

Jerohoam set up two calves, one at Bethel and the other in 
Dan, 1 Kings xii. 28,29, and ordained an idolatrous feast there 
for the children of Israel, ver. 33. Here, when he offered vio- 
lence to the prophet of Judah, his hand was dried up, hut was 
restored at the prayer of the prophet. 1 Kings xiii. 1, &c. 
11. There dwelt an old prophet at Bethel who seems to have 
let the king go on quietly in his wickedness. Jehu persisted 
in the sin of Jeroboam by keeping up the altar at Bethel. 2 
Kipgs X. 29. Alluding to this idolatry and the name given 
to the place by Jacob, the prophet Hosea calls it Beth-aven, the 
house of idolatry, instead of Beih-el, the house of God. Hos. 
iv. \6. There was, however, a small place called Bethaven. 
Josh. vii. 2. Josiah brake down the altar and the high place, 
and burned them and the grove. 2 Kings xxiii. 15. After- 
wards the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel, their confi- 
dence. Jer. xlviii. 13. At Bethel, the children mocked Eli- 
sha, and bears came out of the wood and tore forty-two of them. 
2 Kings ii. 24. Bethel was at first in the tribe of Ephraim, 
Judges iv. 5, but it became annexed afterwards to the kingdom 
of Judah. 

(2) Tirzah. — Joshua smote the king of Tirzah. Josh. xii. 
24. Jeroboam and the succeeding kings of Israel had their 
royal residence at this place, 1 Kings xiv. 17, and here Baasa, 
1 Kings XV. 21, and Elah, 1 Kings xvi. 8, and Zimri, 1 Kings 
xvi. 15, and Omri, 1 Kings xvi. 23, all reigned. Omri reign- 
ed here six years, and built Samaria and removed thither. 1 
Kings xvi. 24. It seems to have been a pleasant spot from 
Cant. vi. 4 : " Beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem.'* 

(3) Shechem was at different times called Shalem, and Si- 
chem, or Sychem, and afterwards Sychar in the New Testa- 
ment ; it was in Mount Ephraim, and was appointed a city of 
refuge. Joshua xx. 7, and.xxi. 21. Joseph's brethren went to 
feed their father's flock at Shechem. Gen. xxxvii. 12, and 14, 
his father sent him to them from the vale of Hebron. There 
was an oak here, under which Jacob hid the strange gods, when 
he purged his house of idolatry. Gen. xxxv. 4, and under 
which, Joshua, when he had assembled the tribes just before 
his death, made a covenant with the people, and set up a great 
stone. Josh. xxiv. 1, 25, 32. The bones of Joseph which 
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they brought up out of Egypt were buried here, in the parcel 
of ground that Jacob had given him. Abimelech, son of Jerub- 
baal, conspired with the Shechemites, and slew his brethren, 
seventy persons, and was made king by the people, near the 
oak. They were rebuked by Jotham in his parable of tlie 
trees ; but Gaal conspired with the Shechemites against Abime- 
lech, and after a time he was killed. Judges ix. 1, &c. Here 
all Israel was assembled to make Reboboam king, but disagree- 
ment ensued, and afterwards Jeroboam built the city here to 
dwell in as king of the ten tribes. 1 Kings xii. 1, 25. This 
place is the same with Sychar, where our Saviour rested him- 
self by Jacob's well, and conversed with the woman of Sama- 
ria. John iv. 1, &c. It was situated in the narrow valley be- 
tween Mount Gerizim and Ebal. 

(4) * Samaria. — Omri, king of Israel, bought the hill of 
Samaria for two talents of silver, and built a city on the hUl, 
and called it after the name of Shenier, owner of the hill, Sa- 
maria. 1 Kings xvi. 24. It was then made the capital of the 
kingdom of Israel, and in after times the name was applied to 
the country all around. It was first besieged by Benhadad 
king of Syria, I King xx. 1, and reduced to great distress; 
but was miraculously delivered according to the prophecy of 
Elisha. Afterwards it was taken, by a siege of three years, by 
Salmanassar, king of Assyria, who carried away the ten tribes 
and planted other people in their stead. 2 Kings xvii. 6, &c. 
In the time of the Maccabees, the city was destroyed ; but He- 
rod the Great restored it with considerable magnificence. Here 
a terrible prophecy of Elijah was, fulfilled against a wicked 
king, that dogs should lick up the blood of Ahab by the pool 
of Samaria. 1 Kings xxi. I, &c. and xxii. 31. The folly of 
the prophets of Samaria, Jer xxii. 13, and the wickedness of 
the place, are often described by the prophets* Ezek. xvi. 46, 
51 ; Hos. viii. 5, &c. The city stood upon a hill, and therefore 
Amos says. Wo to them that^ trust in the mountain of Sama- 
ria. Amos vi. 1, and viii. 14. 

(5) Beth'horon. — Two cities of this napae were built by a 
woman named Sherah, of the tribe of Ephraim, 1 Chron. vii. 24, 
and probably stood on the north and south borders of the tribe. 
To one of them Joshua chased the armies of the confederate 
kings, when he slew them at Gibeon. Josh. x. 10, 11. This 
must have been on the south side of the tribe, being near Az- 
ekah and Makkedah ; and the city must have stood upon a hill, 
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for the Canaanites went up to Beth-boron^ and in the going 
down (viz. of the hill) of Beth-horon, the Lord cast great stones 
upon them. 

(6) Gezer* — ^This place lay near Beth-horon, Josh. xvi. 3^ 
between it and the Great Sea, and at a considerable distance 
from Lachish. The king of Gezer came to help Lachish, and 
Joshua smote him and his people. Josh. x. 33. Afterwards, 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, took the city and burnt it, and slew 
the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and gave it for a present 
to his daughter, Solomon's wife. 1 Kings ix. 16. 

(7) Timnaih Serah or Timnath heres. — ^Joshua chose this 
city, and it was given him for an inheritance by the children of 
Israel. Josh. xix. 50. It lay in the north side of the hill 
Gaash : and here he was buried at the age of one hundred and 
ten years. Josh. xxiv. 30. 

. (8) Naioth was in or near to Ramah, otherwise called Ra- 
mathaim Zophim, the birth-place and usual abode of Samuel. 
When David fled from Saul, he and Samuel went and dwelt at 
Naioth. 1 Sam. xix. 18, 19. 

(9) Baal Shalisha. — ^We read, 2 Kings iy.'42, of a man of 
this place who brought Elisha twenty loaves, wherewith he fed 
one hundred men, so that they left thereof, lliis is probably 
the same with the land of Shalisha. 1 Sam. ix. 4, 

(10) * Shiloh. — ^The whole congregation of the children 
of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the taberna- 
cle in which the ark was kept, at that place. Josh, xviii. 1, &c. 
and 10. They cast lots for the land tnere. When the ark was 
set up here^ seven tribes still remained to be provided for, and 
the camp was moved to this place from Gilgal. See Josh, 
xviii. and xix. The ark remained at Shiloh all the time of Jo- 
shua and of the Judges to Samuel the prophet> and until just 
before the death of Eli the priest. 1 Sam. iv. 3, &c. Hence 
the meaning of the expression, " all the time the house of God 
was at Shiloh." There was a feast of the Lord here every year ; 
and on one of these occasions, when the daughters of the place 
came out to dance, they were taken and carried away to Ben- . 
jamin. Judges xxi. 19. Elkanah used to go to sacrifice to the 
Lord every year in Shiloh, 1 Sam. i 3. ; and he and Hannah 
his wife, brought up their child Samuel as soon as he was wean- 
ed, and gave nim up to the Lord, ver. 24 ; and the child re« 
mained there with Eli the high priest There the Lord re- 
vealed himself to Samuel; 1 Sam. iii. 21 ; and from thence the 
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Israelites fetched the ark, as a terror against the Philistines, 
1 Sam. iv. 3, 4, hut it was taken. After that, God forsook the 
tahernacle in Shiloh. Ps. Ixxviii. 60. There, indeed, he first 
set his name ; hut that did not save the place from misery when 
the people sinned. Jer. vii. 12. Ahijah the prophet dwelt 
here. 1 Kings xiv. 2. 

(11) Ephraim. — Absalom, at a feast held on account of his 
sheep-shearing in Baal-hazor, near Ephraim, had his brother 
Amnon slain, in revenge for his ill-conduct towards their sister 
Tamar, 2 Sam. xiii. 19 — 29. We read also, in the New 
Testament, that after the raising of Lazarus, Jesus walked no 
more openly among the Jews, but went into a country near the 
wilderness, into a city named Ephraim, and there continued 
with his disciples. John xi. 54. 

(12) Antipatris was an ancient city which Herod the Great 
rebuilt and named, in honour of his father, Antipater ; it is 
noted as the place whither the soldiers brought St. Paul by 
night, on his way from Jerusalem to Felix, who resided at 
Caesarea. Acts xxiii. 31. 

(13) Saron, — We read, Actsix. 35, that all the people who 
dwelt at Lydda and Saron, and saw Eneas whom Peter had 
cured, turned to the Lord. It may be part of the country 
spoken of as so rich and beautiful. Cant. ii. 1, and frequently in 
Isaiah. Perhaps also Lasharon, Josh. xii. 18, whose king 
Joshua smote, was the same. 

(14) Bockim. — Here the angel of the Lord reproved the 
Israelites for breaking their covenant with God, by making a 
league with the Canaanites; in consequence of which God said 
he would not drive out the inhabitants, but they should be 
thorns in thf sides of the Israelites. Upon this message the 
people wept, and so the place was called Bochim, t. e. weepers. 
It was near Shiloh, because the people sacrificed to the Lord 
there, and they must have been near the tabernacle to do this. 
Judges ii. 1 — 5. 






§7.— VI. HALF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH. 

It has been stated, in describing the tribe of Ephraim, that 
part of Manasseh ran along its northern border, but that the 
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exact division of the tribes was not very clearly marked. Jor- 
dan, however, was the boundary of Manasseh on the eastern 
side. Josh. xvi. 1, and the Great Sea on the west. Josh. xvii. 
9, It also comprehended Mount C^rmel [M], beine separated 
from Asher (which it met at the north, ver. 10) and Zebulun, 
by the river Kishon [X], and circumscribed, in its north-east 
boi-der, as far as Jordan by the tribe Issachar. The daughters 
of this tribe had an inheritance among the sons, ver. 4. 

The children of Manasseh did not drive out the Canaanites, 
but put them to tribute: they were a great people, so that 
the portion given them did not suffice, and Joshua gave thi^in 
the wood country in the land of the Perizzites. [VIII.] 
ver. 13 — J 5. At the time of the Exodus, the whole tribe con- 
sisted of thirty-two thousand two hundred men. Numb. i. 35. 

( 1 ) Bethshan lay in the north-east part of Manasseh, and 
is said, 2 Mace. xii. 29, to be six hundred furlongs from Je- 
rusalem. Afler the fight on Mount Gilboa, the Philistines 
took the body of Saul and fastened it to the walls of Beth- 
shan. 1 Sam xxxi. 10. 

(2) Endor, — ^A woman of this place had a familiar spirit, 
and Saul, who had destroyed the witches, but afterwards in 
his fear forsaken God, disguised himself before the battle at 
Gilboa, and went to consult her, 1 Sam. xxviii. l,&c. Jabin, 
king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor, was desti-oyed by 
the children of Israel, Judges iv. and perished here. Ps. 
xxxiii. i9, 10. 

(3) * Zererath. — ^When the army of the Midianites was put 
to flight by the stratagem of Gideon, they went to Bethshittah, 
towards Zererath, and the border of Abel-Meholath unto Tab- 
bath. Judges vii. 22. Now, all we know of Bethshittah and Tab- 
baih, is that they lay near the other two places, but of them 
little is said. Zererath is thpught to be the same with Zeietan 
and Zartanah, so that it lay near Jordan ; for at the passage of 
that river by Joshua, the waters stood in a heap from the city of 
Adam that is beside Zaretan. Josh. iii. 16. 

(4) Ahel-meholath is known as the city of the prophet Elisha. 
I Kings xix. 16. 

(5) Bezek. — ^After the death of Joshua, the men of Judah 
slew ten thousand men here, and requited the barbarity of 
Adoni-bezek, the king, by cutting off his thimibs and toes. 
Judges i. 4, &c. Here also Saul mustered the army with which 
he gave the Ammonites a signal overthrow. Saul numbered the 
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^people in Bezek, and it was found that the children of Israel 
were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty 
thousand. 1 Sam. xi. 8. When the people were numhered 
agdn^ 2 Sam. xxiv. 9^ it was found that there were in Israel eight 
hundred thousand men that drew the sword^ and the men of 
Judah were five hundred thousand. 

(6) * Do than, — Here Joseph found his brethren when they 
had moved their flocks^ Gen. xxxvii. 17^ and they sold him here 
to the Ishmaelites. The army sent to take Elisha at this place 
was smitten with blindness. 2 Kings vi. 13, &c. It is probably 
the same with Dothaim, Judith vii. 3, and was twelve miles 
north of the city of Samaria. Near to it was the city of 
Bethulia. 

(7) Bethulia was celebrated for its siege by Holofemes, the 
general of the Assyrian army, where he was killed b}' Judith. 
Judith vi. 7, and vii. 3. 

(8) Megiddo. — The Canaanites continued a long time in 
this place. Judges i. 27. It is remarkable for the death of 
two kings of Judah ; Ahaziah fied to Megiddo and died there, 
2 Kings ix. 27, and Josiah provoked Pharaoh-Neehoh, king of 
Egypt, and was slain at Megiddo. 2 Kings xxiii. 29 ; 2 Chron. 
XXXV. 22. 

(10) Dor was a considerable place in this tribe on the share 
of the Great Sea ; it was one of those that joined together and 
formed the army against Joshua, which was overthrown near 
the waters of Merom. Josh. xi. 2, &c. 

(11) Taanach had its king slain by Joshua. Josh>xii. 21. 
It is often mentioned in Scripture with Megiddo, near which it 
was situated, not being far from the river Kishon. 

( 12) . Ophrah, — An angel of the Lord sat under the oak here, 
and sent Gideon, of the family of Abi-ezra, to deliver the Israel- 
ites from t'he power of the Midianites, who had held them in 
subjection seven years. And Gideon built an altar here unto 
the Lord. Judges vi. 24. When Gideon was old and died, he 
was buried here in his fathers sepulchre. Jadges viii. 32. 
It was called Ophrah of the Abiezrites, to distinguish it from a 
place of the same name in Benjamin, but not of any note in 
history. 

(13) * JezreeL — ^This city lay on the confines of Manasseh 
and Issachar, Josh. xix. 18, and not very far from Jordan, for 
the Midianites went over that river and pitched in the valley of 
Jezreel. Judges vi. 33. The kings of Israel had a palace, and 
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some of them lived here a good deal, particularly Ahab ; and 
hard by was the vineyard of Naboth. I Kings xxi. 1 . The 
wicked queen, Jezebel, the author of Naboth's death, perished 
here herself. 2 Kings ix. 30 — 37. Elijah ran before Ahab to 
the entrance of this town. 1 Kings xviii. 46. Jehu beuig 
made king, killed Joram in the field of Naboth, 2 Kings ix. 16; 
he also slew seventy chief persons, and sent their heads to Jez- 
reel. 2 Kings x. 7. See the punishment denounced against 
Jezreel, Hosea i. 4, 5. The fountain of Jezreel, 1 Sam. xxix. 
], and the well of Harod, Judges vii. 1, are commonly regarded 
is the same place. , The name of the place was afterwards 
changed to Esdraelom, and it is probable that the plain of Es- 
draelon is the same as the valley of Jezreel Esdraelom is men- 
tioned ; Judith vii. 3 ; and it appears that BethuHa, often al- 
luded to in that book, was near to it. 

(14) Thebez, — Abimelech, son of Jerubbaal, who conspired 
with the Shechemites, took this place, but was killed by a 
stone which a woman cast down upon his head. Judges ix. 
50, 53; 2 Sam. xi. 21. 

(15) *C<Bsarea lay upon the coasts of the Great Sea. The 
city was built by Herod, and a harbour formed, with a large 
statue of Caesar, from whom the place received its name. This 
was one of the first places to which St. Paul went. Here St. 
Peter converted Cornelius and his kinsmen, the first-fruits of the 
Gentiles ; Acts x ; here lived Philip the evangelist ; Acts xxi. 8 ; 
here St. Paul defended himself against the Jews and their orator 
TertuUus, Acts xxiii. 24 — 33 ; and here, in the amphitheatre, 
Herod Antipas was smitten by the angel of God. Acts xii. 19, 20. 
The place is sometimes called Ceesarea Palestine, as being the 
metropolis of Palestine, and the seat of the Roman proconsul. 

(i6) Ibleam. — When Jehu, king of Israel, had slain Joram, 
the son of Ahab, he followed after Ahazlah, king of Judah, who 
had aided Joram, and slew him at the going up to Gur, which is 
by Ibleam. 2 Kings ix. 27. This Gur is not mentioned in 
any other place, but it appears that Ibleam was in the confines of 
Issachar, Josh. xvii. 1 1 , and Judges i. 27. 
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§8— VII. THE TRIBE OF ISSACHAR. 

The next tribe to the western half of Manasseh, lying to the 
north and north-east of it, was Issachar, the coast, or border of 
which went by Jezreel, and Mount Tabor [N], and its outgoings 
were at Jordan. Josh. xis:. 17 — 22. As the lots of Ephraim 
and Manasseh met Asher on the north and Issachar on the east, 
Josh. xvii. 1 0, this tribe did not reach across the land to the 
Great Sea. On the north of Issachar lay the tribe of Zebulun, 
and in its north-east border the sea of Galilee. From the history 
of this tribe in Scripture, the blessing of Jacob, Gen. xlix. [4, 
15, is understood to mean, that the men belonging to it should 
be a hardy race, patient in labour, and vahant in war. The 
blessing of Moses was, that Zebulun and Issachar should seek of 
the abundance of the seas, and the treasure hid in the sand, Deut. 
xxxiii. 19 ; which may allude to the advantages afforded by the 
sea of Galilee for traffic. 

The number of this tribe at the Exodus was fifty-four thou- 
sand four hundred. Numb. i. 29 ; and we afterwards read. 
Judges V. 15, that their princes were with Deborah the pro- 
phetess. 

(1) *Nain. — After the sermon on the mount, Jesus went into 
Capernaum, where he healed the centurion's servant, Matt. viii. 
1, &c. ; Luke vii. 1,2; and the next day he raised to life the 
widow's son at Nain. The city was not far from Mount Tabor. 

(2) Shunem* — The Philistines had pitched in Shunem, and 
Israel at Gilboa, when Saul sought the witch at Endor. 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 4. It was situated near Jezreel, and is noted on account 
of the Shunamite woman who was so kind to Elisha. 2 Kings 
iv. 8. 

(3) Salim, See Enon. 

(4) Enofiy near Salim, was the place where John was baptizing 
when Jesus withdrew from Jerusalem after the first passovec 
he attended. John iii. 22, 23. Salim, or Salem, is thought 
to be the same with Shalem, Shechem. Gen. xxxiii. 18. So 
that it lay in what, during John's ministry, was the province of 
Samaria. 
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§ 9.— VIII. THE TRIBE OF ZEBULUN. 

To the north of I^ssachar lay the tribe of Zebulun, which com- 
prehended Mount Tabor within its boundary. Its border reached 
to the Great Sea, and to the river that is before Jokneam, pro- 
bably the river Kishon. Josh. xix. 10 — 16. It was, as Jacob 
prophesied in a singular manner, **a haven for ships," Gen. xlix. 
1 3, having a sea both on the east and west side ; and thus it was 
calculated to profit by the abundance of the sea, and the treasures 
hid in the sand. Moses also said it should rejoice, and that it 
should, with Issachar, call the people unto the mountain where 
they sho(!ild oEPer sacrifices of righteousness. Deut. xxxiii. 1 8 ; 
meaning, probably, that these two tribes lying far to the north, 
should come together to Mount Zion, and l^ing with them such 
other tribes as dwelt by the way. When this tribe left Egypt, 
it had fifty-seven thousand four hundred men. Numb. i. 3 1 ; .and 
tho^e who arrived in the promised land were settled in twelve 
cities with their villages. Josh. xix. 15. Many of the Canaan- 
ites were suflPered to remain. Judges i. 30. ' . 

Zebulun is celebrated for furnishing' those that could handle 
the pen of the writer, and for distinguishing itself with Naphtali 
in the war against Jabin. Judges v. 4, 18. These two tribes 
had the advantage of our blessed Saviour's presence more con- 
stantly than any others. Isa. ix. 1 ; Matt. iv. 13, 15. 

(1) *Cana was celebrated for the marriage -feast which our 
Saviour attended, and the miracle he wrought there. John ii. 1, 
1 i . Jesus was there, at least a second time, John iv. 46, if not 
oftener ; and Nathaniel was of this city. John xxi. 2. 

(2) Gath-Hepher, probably the same as Gittah-Hepher ^ Josh. 
xix. 13, was the birth-place, or at least the abode, of the prophet 
Jonah. 2 Kings xiv. 25. Part of the tribe of Zebulun was 
called the land of Hepher, 1 Kings iv. 10; and this may have 
been the kingdom of Hepher. Josh., xii. 1 7. 

(3) * NazareSh was the city where Joseph, the husband of 
Mary, dwelt. Matt. ii. 23 ; and in consequence our Saviour was 
constantly called Jpsus of Nazareth by way of reproach, John i. 
46, though Bethlehem was his city. The angel Gabriel was 
sent to this place, Luke i. 26 ; and here Jesus lived in subjection 
to his earthly parents for nearly thirty years. Luke ii. 51, and 
iv. 16. 

'4) Skimron was one of the cities which joined Jabin king of 
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Hazor, Josh. xi. 1 ; and is probably the same as Shimrori'Tneron, 
Josh. xii. "20, whose king was destroyed. See also Josh. xix. 
15. 



§ 10.— IX. THE TRIBE OF ASHER. 

This tribe lay to the north of half Manasseh, and had its easter'ti 

border formed by Zebulun and Naphtali. The Great Sea 

formed its western border, for it was a maritime country, as it is 

said in the song of Deborah, '< Asher continued on the sea-shore, 

and abode in his breaches, or creeps,'* Judges v. 17. In length 

the tribe reached from Mount Carmel on the south to Zidon on 

the north. Josh. xix. 24, &c., so that it formed the northernmost 

border of the whole land of Canaan. Gen. x. 19. Beyond this 

tribe, to the north of Canaan, lay Phenicia and Syria, by which 

latter name, and that of Syro-phenicia, Asher was afterwards 

called. The country was very rich in pastures and in oil. Deut. 

xxxiii. 24. The bread was fat (or nourishing,) and it yielded 

royal dainties, Gen. xlix. 20, being watered by several brooks 

and streams. The old inhabitants were never wholly subdued in 

these parts^ nor indeed did the tribe ever possess the district 

which was originally allotted to it. At the Exodus it numbered 

forty-one thousand five hundred men. Numb. i.. 4 1 . St. Luke 

mentions that Anna the prophetess was of this tribe, Luke ii. 36 ; 

which shows that even amidst the dispersion some account of the 

families was kept up. 

(1) Rehobf or Beth-rekoby was one of the cities out of which 
Asher did not drive the old inhabitants. Judges i. 31. It was 
situated in the north pait of the tribe, and to the west of Laish, 
or Dan. Judges xviii. 28. When the children of Ammon 
abused the servants of David, a war ensued, and the Ammorites 
hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, with others, which were all put 
to flight by David. 2 Sam. x. 6, &c. As Rehob lay so much 
to the north, the whole land of promise is described, Numb. xiii. 
21, by saying the spies searched the land from the wilderness of 
Zin to Rehob. 

(2) Misrephoth'Maim was a place near Sidon, to which 
Joshua chased his enemies after the battle fought by the waters 
of Merom. Josh. xi. 8, and xiii. 6. 

(3) *Zidon, — So called from the eldest son of Canaan, being 
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situated in the borders of the ancient Canaanites. Geti. jt. 15, 
19. It was called the great Zidon, Josh. xix. 28, and Wiis 
famous as a haven for ships, Gen. xlix. 1 3, being on the coast 
of Palestine. Joel iii. 4. The merchants of Zidon that p&ss 
over the sea, are mentioned, Isa. xxiii. 2, as well as the mariners, 
Ezek. xxvii. 8, and the men of skill to hew timber. 1 Kings 
V. 6. The Sidonians were noted very early in heathen history, 
for their knowledge of ingenious arts. They of Tyre and Sidon 
^. 'j'l)rought cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of ^fipp^, for the 
'^rebuSding of the temple. Ezra iii. 7. The people, however, 
were addicted to idolatry. Judges x. 6. The Ziaonians dwelt 
carelessly, quiet, and secure, Judges xviii. 7, and worshipped 
a false goddess called Ashtoreth. 1 Kings xi. 5, 33. On this 
account they often experienced God*s anger, and at last were 
made the subject of a terible prophecy. Ezek. xxviii. 22. Our 
Lord was often in the neighbourhood of the place, and h^e he 
healed the daughter of the Syrophenecian woman. Matt. xv. 21 . 

(4) *Zarephath was the city to which Elijah was sent during 
the famine, and where the prophet met with the widow-woman 
whom he supported miraculously. 1 Kings xvii. 10. It be- 
longed to Zidon, and was under its jurisdiction, and in the New 
Testament is called Sarepta. Luke iv. 26. 

(5) *Tyre, like Sidon, was on the coast of Palestine, Joel iii. 
4, situated at the entrance of the sea, and is said, by Hosea, to 
be planted in a pleasant place. Hos. ix. 13. It was called the 

, daughter of Sidon, Isa. xxiii. 12, because the Tyrians were a 
colony of the Sidonians. But though Sidon was more ancient 
than Tyre, yet the younger city became at length more consider- 
able than the elder. It was a strong hold, 2 Sam. xxiv. 7, and 
noted for its palaces ; Amos. i. 1 (X ; the people also .were wise 
and rich, Zech. ix. 2, 3, and possessed of a great trade, Ezek. 
xxvii. 3, but their wisdom was of a worldly kind ; their hearts 
were lifted up because of their riches, and they were corrupted 
by reason of their success. Ezek. xxviii. i 7. We also find 
that the men of Tyre brought fish and all manner of ware, and 
sold on the Sabbath-day, and tempted the Jews to break the com- 
mandment. Nehem. xiii. 16. Because of her iniquities Tyre 
was doomed to b^ overthrown and lay desolate, being forgotten 
seventy years, Isa. xxiiil 1 5 ; and a stul more terrible and lastmg 
destruction was foretold by Ezekiel, xxvi. xxvii. xxviiL The 
fulfilment of this threat is still a witness to the truth of the pro- 
whet's words ; « Tyre is destroyed in the midst of the sea, she 
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has become like the top of a rock, she has been sought for> but 
her place is no where found/' The city and neighbourhood were 
famous for cedar trees, carpenters and masons, 2 Sam. v. 1 1 ; 
1 Chron. xiv. I , and xxiL 4 ; and Hiram king of Tyre assisted 
David in raising his magnificent palaces, and Solomon in build- 
ing the temple of God. 

(6) Cdbul was a name signifying displeasure, or dirty, and 
was given to a small district in the neighbourhood of Tyre, con- 
taining the twenty cities with which Solomfti presented Hiram 
in return for his services in erecting the temp* . Hiram was dis- 
pleased at the cities. 1 Kings ix. 1 — 1 3. 

(7) Accko. — A celebrated sea-port out of which the children 
of Israel could not drive the old inhabitants. Judges i. 31 . In 
after times it was enlarged by Ptolemy the Great, and called from 
his own name Ptolemais. But now this Greek name is laid aside, 
and its old name has been in part restored ; it is called A era. 
The city was, for a long time, the scene of contention between 
the Christians and infidels, in the crusades or holy wars, till at 
last it was taken by the Turks and destroyed. Its situation is 
excellent ; on the north and north-east lie fertile plains, on the 
west the Great Sea, and on the south, a large bay, extending to 

.,the foot of Mount Carmel. Here St. Pauj stayed one day while 
on his way, in the Phcenician ship, towards Caesarea. (Acts 
xxi. 7 ) 



§ 11. -X. THE TRIBE OF NAPHTALI 

Occupied the most northern part of the land of Canaan, lying 
between Mount I^banon to the north, and the sea of Chinnereth 
and the tribe of Zebulun to the south, and between Asher to the 
west and the river Jordan to the east. Josh. xix. 34^ 35. Judah 
upon Jordan, the place to which its eastern border is here 
said to reach, is understood of a small village upon that river. 
At the Exodus the tribe consisted of fif^y-three thousand four 
hundred men. Num. i. 43. The words of the patriarch Jacob, 
respecting this tribe. Gen. xlix. 21, who said that Naphtali was 
a hind let loose, and gave goodly words, have been interpreted of 
Barak, who belonged to the tribe, and showed the fear of a hind . 
at the first, and her swiftness in persuing the enemy afterwards. 
Judges iv. 6, and who joined with Deborah in composing the 
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beautiful words of her song, chap. v. Moses said that this people 
should be satisfied with the favour and full with the blessing of 
the Lord, Deut. xxxiii; 23 ; and so the soil of this tribe proved 
very fruitful in com and oil. Many of the Canaanites were left 
in the cities, and only brought under tribute. Judges L 33. This 
tribe being on the north frontier was first invaded by the kings 
of Assyria. 2 Kings xv. 29. Isaiah had foretold, ch. ix. 1, 
that it should see the light of the gospel ; and our Saviour 
preached and abode in Galilee, and particularly in Naphtali, 
longer than in any other part of Judeea. Matt. iv. 13, 15. 

(1) Hamath. — It appears that this place, and the kingdom 
anciently situated around it, (2 Sam. viii. 9, &c.) lay next* to 
Ramoth, for Numb. xiiL 21, the spies searched from the wilder- 
ness of Zin to Rehob, as men came to Hamath ; and accord- 
ingly, like Rehob, the name is used for describing the whole ex- 
tent of the country : thus, 1 Kings viii. 65, from the entering in 
of Hamath, i. e. the border of Hamath, unto the river of Egypt, 
and, 2 Kings xiv. 25, from the same place unto the sea of the 
plain. It stands quite on the border of the land. Ezek. xlvii. 
i6^ 20. We read, 2 Kings xvii. 30, that the men of Hamath 
made Ashima their God, and accordingly he is spoken of as a 
vain hope. 2 Kings xviii. 34; Isa. xxxvi. 19. The wicked 
king Jehoahaz was overcome by Pharoah-Nechoh, and put in 
bands here. 2 Kings xxiii. 33. 

(2) Riblah was in the land of Hamath. 2 Kings xxiii. 33. 
The king of Babylon came here after he had taken Jerusalem ; and 
Zedekiah the king was brought to him ; and he slew his sons be- 
fore his face, and put out his eyes, and sent him to Babylon. Jer. 
xxxix. 5, 6, and Judah was carried away captive out of his own 
land, Jer. lii. 27. 

(3) ^ Laish, or Leshem^ Jos. xix. 47, was the spot to which 
the five men of the children of Dan came seeking an inheritance ; 
and they took the city, and called it Dan. Judges xviii. 1,7, 27. 
Abraham followed Chedorlaomer to this place, and overcame him 
there, Gen. xiv. 14 ; and there it was that Jeroboam placed one 
of his golden calves. 2 Kings x. 29. In the time of our Saviour, 
this was called Cssarea Philippi, Matt. xvi. 13 ; Mark viii. 27, 
and he visited its coasts. Augustus Ceesar had given it to Herod 
the Great, whose youngest son, Philip, beautified the city, and 
changed its name. 

(4) Ahel'beth Maachah, — Sheba, a man of Mount Ephraim, 
W.-J-, a party against David, and betook himself to Abel, &c. 
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where he was beheaded by the inhabitants, *2 Sam. xx. 1 , &c. It 
was in the north part of the tribe, and was taken by the king of 
Syria, 1 Kings xv. 20, and afterwards by the king of Assyria, 
2 Kings xv. 29. 

(5) *Hazor was the royal city of Jabin, a most powerful prince 
of those times, near the waters of Merom. He summoned the 
princes of the north to join forces with him against Joshua, Josh, 
xi. 1, which they did, and were all overthrown; Joshua killed 
all the kings, and burnt Hazor. Afterwards the Canaanites re- 
gained their power here, and rebuilt the city ; and accordingly we 
find another king of the same name, the captain of whose host 
was Sisera, and who also suffered a great defeat from the Israel- 
ites, under Deborah and Barak, Judges iv. 2, 15, and ver. 1, &c. 
Sisera dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles, which might probably 
be the old site of Hazor, and is called *' of the Gentiles,** as 
Galilee is called '* of the nations,** Isa. ix. 1, because it was on 
the extremity of the Holy Land. It was foretold that Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon should smite it, so that it should be deso- 
late for ever. Jer. xlix. 28, 30, 33. 

(6) * Capernaum is not mentioned in the Old Testament, and 
was probably built, aflter the. return of the Jews, upon the coast of 
the 8ea of Galilee, in the borders of Zabulon and Naphtali, Matt. 
iv. 13. Jesus abode a long time in this place, Matt. viii. 5, and 
pronounced a fearful threat against it for abusing the privileges it 
enjoyed. Mat. xi. 23 ; Luke x. 15. There was a nobleman here 
whose son was sick, and he was healed. John iv. 46. 

Near to Capernaum was the Mount of Beatitudes, lying north 
of the Sea of Galilee ; probably it was here that our Saviour spent 
all the night in prayer before he chose and appointed the twelve 
apostles. Luke vi. 12, 13 ; Matt. x. 1. &c. 

Near to Capernaum lay Chorazin, where many of our Saviour's 
miracles were performed ; but it is only mentioned twice, and then, 
on occasion of its infidelity being reproved. Matt. xi. 21 ; Luke 
X. 13. 

(7») * Bethsaida lay on the Lake of Gennesaret, at the north 
end of it. Three of the Apostles, Peter, Andrew, and Philip 
were of this city. John i. 44, and xii. 2 1 . We read that Jesus 
retired into the desert belonging to Bethsaida, Luke ix. 1 0, and 
that he cured a blind man in the city. Mark viii. 22. The place 
is not mentioned in the Old Testament. 

(8 ) Chinnerelh was an ancient city on the edge of the sea 
called aflter its name. [C] 
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% 12.— THE TRIBES ON THE EAST OF JORDAN. 

When Moses had conquered Sihon and Og» and so made the 
Israelites masters of all the coantry east of Jordan, from the river 
Amon to Mount Hermon, Deut. iii. 8, he divided it among the 
two tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh> 
upon condition that they should go over Jordan with their bre- 
thren, and help to conquer the rest of the Land of Promise. Num. 
xxxii. 16, &c. This part of Canaan was therefore distributed be- 
fore the country west of Jordan, where the nine tribes and a half 
were situated, which have been already described. But before 
describing the cities of the two tribes and a half, it may be useful 
to mention the respective situation of the tribes Ipng on either side 
of Jordan. These were as follows : — over against the tribes of 
Naphtali and Zebulun, and the upper part of Issachar, lay, on the 
east of Jordan, the half-tribe of Manasseh ; over against the 
southern part of Issachar, and the other, i. e. the western half-tribe 
of Manasseh, lay the tribe of Gad to the east ; and opposite to 
the children of Joseph, the tribe of Benjamin, and the north part 
of Judah, lay the tribe of Reuben, to the east. 



§ 13— XI. THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH BEYOND 
JORDAN. 

The following appear to be the boundaries of this tribe, from what 
has been already stated :— the upper part of Jordan, north of the - 
lake of Gennesaret, and that lake itself, on the west ; Mount Le- 
banon [F], and Mount Hermon [G], on the north and north- 
east : two mountains of Gilead on the east ; and the tribe of Reu- 
ben on the south. It embraced the country of Bashan. Josh. xiii. 
29—33. 

(1 ) Maachah and (2) Oeshur. — The border^ of the Geshurites 
and Maachathites were given to the children of Israel by Moses ; 
but the original inhabitants were never expelled. Josh. xiii. 1 i — 
13. The country was the last to be subdued, 1 Sam. xxvii. 8, 
though it was distributed at so early a period. They were the 
capital cities of two small kingdoms. 2 Sam. iii. 3, and 2 Sam. 
x. 6. Absalom, after he had killed his brother Ammon, fled to 
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Talm&ifking of Geshur, 2 Sam. xiii. 37 , 38, and was there three 
years, during which he made a vow to serve God faithfully if he 
ffot back to Jerusalem, 2 Sam. xv. 8 : and Joab persuaded the 
king, and went to Geshur, and brought him home to Jerusalem, 
2 Sam. xiv. 23. Owing to the neighbourhood, and the intermix- 
ture of the people, we read of the Syrians of Geshur and Maachah, 
as well as of those of Damascus, and even of Geshur in Syria, 
2 Sam. XV. 8, although it lay within the land of Canaan. 

(3) Edrei.^^y^hen the Israelites had conquered Sihon, they 
went u by the way of Bashan, and Og came out against them to 
battle at Edrei. Deut. iiL 1. The* city anciently belonged to 
him. Josh. xiii. 31. 

(4.) Oolauy in Bashan, was one of the cities of refuge. Josh. 
XX. 8, andxxi. 27. 

(5) Ashtdroth'Kamaim was one of the capital cities of Og, 
kiii^ of Bashan. Josh. xiii. 12, 31. An idol, supposed to re- 
present the moon, with two horns, was much worshipped in this 
neighbourhood, and may have given a name to the place. Judges 
ii. 13 ; 1 Kings xi. 5. It is the spot mentioned in 1 Maccabees 
V. 26, 43) and 2 Mace. xii. 21, 26. 

(6) Oadara and Oergesa were two cities— the latter, it is 
thought, belonged to the people mentioned Deut. vii.' 1. At a 
subsequent period, they were of some importance ; but in the gos- 
pel times are only known as the residence of a people whom our 
Saviour visited, Luke viii. 22, 26 ; Matt. viii. 28, and where he 
compelled the devils to go into the herd of swine : the people be- 
sought him to depart out of their coasts. Luke viii. 27. 

(7) Lodebar, — ^When David was established in his kingdom, 
he inquired after the family of Saul, and sent for Mephibosheth, 
Jonathan's son, to Lodebar. 2 Sam. ix. 4, 5. The place was 
not far from Mahanaim, in the tribe of Gad ; for Machir, who 
belonged to it, joined with Nahash of Rabbah, the chief of the 
children of Ammon, and BarziUai, the Gileadite of Rogelim, and 
furnished the king with provision. 2 Sam. xvii. 27. 

(8) Mizpeh was another name for the spot, otherwise called 
Galeed, where Jacob and Laban took stones and made a heap, 
and entered into a covenant with each other. Gen. xxxi. 44, 
54. It was in the neighbourhood of the mountains of Gilead. 
The country in the neighbourhood of this spot is called the land 
of Mizpeh, Josh. xL 3, and ver. 8, the valley of Mizpeh. 

(9) The Wood of Epkraim might probably be so called 
from its lying on the opposite side of Jordan, over against the 
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tribe of that name. It was famous for the battle in which Ab- 
salom's forces were defeated by those of David, and Absalom 
himself killed soon after, while caught in the boughs of a tree. 
2 Sam. xviii. 6, &c. 

(10) Helam^ — ^When the king of the Ammonites had insult- 
ed tde ambassadors of David, war ensued, and the Ammonites, 
with their allies, the Syrians, were defeated, They resolved, 
however, to try a second battle, under the king of Zobah ; but 
8u£Pered so great a defeat, that the Syrians feared to help the 
children of Ammon any more. 2 Sam. x. 19. 



§14. 

Zobahy (where the last-mentioned king resided,) Tob, and 
Damascus^ although situated without the border of the land of 
Israel, may be conveniently added to the list of cities mentioned 
here. 

(1) Zobah belonged to the Syrians, 2 Sam. x. 6, 8, and was 
on the borders of Naphtali and Manasseh ; the people were hired 
by the Ammonites to help them against Israel, and were con- 
quered, first by David when he went to establish his dominion by 
the river Euphrates, 1 Chron. xviii. 3, and again by Solomon. 
2 Chron. viii. 3. Hadadezer, king of Zobah, was a powerful 
prince, 2 Sam. x. 19, and probably held Damascus in subjection. 
1 Kings xi. 23^ 24. It is evident from 2 Sam. viii. 9, 10, that 
he wished to subdue the king of Hamath, whose country ad- 
joined his own. 

(2) ^ Damascus is mentioned in the history of Abraham, 
whose steward belonged to that place. Gen. xv. 2. It was for 
a long time the capital of Syria, Isa. vii. 8, and the residence of 
the kings. 1 Kings xi. 24. Its rivers were famous, 2 Kings 
V. 12, and from its situation, we read of Lebanon, which looketh 
toward Damascus. Cant. vii. 4. It is often mentioned in the 
history of Israel, and was the subject of many solemn prophecies. 

St. Paul was on his way to this place, with authority to take 
and imprison the Christians, when he saw his vision. Acts 
xxvi. 12. Ananias, who lived here, also had a vision, and he 
received Paul into his house and baptised him ; and he remained 
certain days at Damascus, and preached in the synagogue. Acts 
ix. 10, &c.,20. 

(3) Tob lay south of the kingdom of Zobah, being also called 
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Isbtob. 2 Sam. x. 6, 8. It is a city of the land into which 
Jephthah fled irom his brethren, Judges xi. 3, and dwelt there. 



§ 15— XII. THE TRIBE OF GAD. 

This tribe lay on either side of the river Jabbok [U,] and em- 
braced the cities of Gilead, the mountain [H] lying beyond it, 
and half the land of the children of Ammon [X]. Jordan was 
the border eastward up to the sea of Chinnereth, Josh. xiii. 24 — 28, 
The warlike character of the people is expressed in the blessing 
both of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 19, and Moses, Deut. x^xiii. 20, 21 : 
** A troop shall overcome Gad, but he shall overcome at the last ;*' 
and <* he is a lion which teareth the arm with the crown of the 
head." They were, therefore, well qualified for the work of 
passing over Jordan armed, before the rest of Israel, Josh. iy. 12, 
which they did with Reuben and the half of Manasseh. At the 
Exodus, this tribe numbered forty-five thousand six hundred and 
fifty men, Num. i. 25 ; and on entering into the promised land, 
it appears, as well as Reuben, to have been rich in cattle, for 
which the country they obtained was suitable. Numb, xxxii. 1 . 



(1) Daimanutha, — Our blessed. Saviour passed from Sidon 
to the eastern side of the sea of Galilee, Mark vii. 31, making a 
considerable circuit ; and from thence he went over the lake, and 
came to the neighbourhood of Daimanutha and Magdala. Alatt. 
XV. 39; Markviii. 10. 

(2) Magdala is supposed to have been the town of Mary 
Magdalene. Luke viii. 2, and xxiv. 10. 

(3) Jabesh- Gilead, as its name imports, lay towards the 
mountains on the east of the Holy Land. In the quarrel between 
Benjamin and the rest of the tri!>es, when all but six hundred 
Benjkmites were destroyed, Judges xx. the men of Jabesh- 
Gilead were the only people of all the tribes who did not go up 
to the assembly at Mizpeh. On this account, twelve thousand 
valiant men were sent against the place, and they destroyed the. 
people, and brought away four hundred virgins as wives for the 
Benjamites. Judges xxi. 8, drc. 

Afterwards, this place was rescued by Saul from the Ammon- 
ites, 1 Sam. xi. 1, &c. At another time, the men of the place 
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went by night and rescued the de&d body of Saul, which the 
Philistines had exposed against the wall of Bethshan, 1 Sam. 
xxxi. 12. For this deed they were highly commended by 
David, 2 Sam. ii. 5 — 7, who afterwards brought the bones 
of Saul and Jonathan from Jabesh-Gilead, and buried them in 
the country of Benjamin, in the sepulchre of Kish his father, 
2Sam.xxi. 12— 14. 

. (4) * Mahanainiy the place where the angels of God met 
Jacob, when on his way to Esau in Seir, the country of Edom. 
Gen. xxxii. 1 — 3. It was not far from the river Jabbok. Abner 
chose this spot for the royal seat of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, 
during the war between him and David. 2 Sam. ii. 8. After* 
wards, David fled thither when he was persecuted by Absalom ; 
and here he was provided with sustenance by BarziUai, an aged 
and very great man. 2 Sam. xvii. 24, and xix. 32. At that 
time it was that Shimei cursed David. 1 Kings ii. 8. 

(5) ^ PenueL— Jacob passed on from Mahanaim, and came 
to the river Jabbok, [U] over which he sent his family, and then 
the scene took place m which he wrestled with an angel ; in con- 
sequence of which he called the place Peniel, or Penuel. Gen. 
xxxii. 30, 31. Succoth and Peniel refused to relieve Gideon's 
army, and were destroyed ; he beat down the tower of Peniel, 
and slew the men of the city. Judges viii. 17. 

(6) Succoth, — From Peniel, Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and 
there he built him a house and made him booths for his cattle. 
Gen. xxxiii. 17. It was near the river Jordan, and thither the 
children of Israel came in their journey. Exod. xii. 37 ; xiii. 20. 

The vessels for the temple, by desire of Solomon, were cast in 
the clay ground near Succoth. 1 Kings vii. 46. It amiears 
that the place was in the hands of tjie enemy at the time David 
speaks of it. Psa. Ix^ 6. 

(7) Ramoth'Gilead, is thought to be the same with Ra- 
moch Mizpeh. Josh. xiii. 26. After the peace of three years 
between Syria and Israel, Ahiib was seduced by false prophets 
to attempt the recovery of Ramoth-Gilead, and perished there. 
I Kings xxii. 1, &c. 

Ahaziah, a wicked king, went with Joram, the son of Ahab, 
to war against Hazael, king of Syria, in Ramoth-Gilead, and the 
Svrians wounded Joram. 2 Kings viii. 28. Here, by command 
of Elisha, Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat, was anointed king over 
Israel. 2 Kings ix. &c 
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§ 16. XIII. TRIBE OF REUBEK 

The boundaries of this tribe have already been shown to be, 
the river Amon on the south [V] , Jordan on the west, and the 
tribe of Gad on the north and east. See also Joshua xiii. 
16 — 23. It was shut in on the south-east by the mountains of 
Abarim. [Ij 

The dying speech of Jacob, with regard to Reuben, related 
chiefly to his former sins ; Gen. xlixl 4 ; but that of Moses spoke 
of the increase and number of his descendants. Deut. xxxiiL 
6. The people amounted to forty-six thousand five hundred at 
the Exodus. Numb. i. 2 1 . The song of Deborah alludes to the 
difficulties of this tribe arising out of its separation from so 
many of the others. Judges v. 15. 



( 1 ) * Heshbon, — This was the capital city of the kingdom of 
Sihon, who is therefore called its king ; Deut. ii. 26, &c ; 
Joshua xiii. 10; and by ver. 17 and 26, it appears to have 
stood on the confines of the tribe of Gad. Sihon reigned over 
the Amorites, and when he refused to let the people of Israel 
pass through his country, suffered a severe defeat, r^umb. xxi. 
21, &c. The place was famous for its fish -pools. Cant. vii. 
4. After carrying away of the ten tribes, it was regained by the 
Moabites, for which reason it is always mixed up in the pro- 
phecies against Moab. Isa. xvL 8, Jer. xlviii. 34. 45. 

(2) JahaZy and (3) Kedemoth. 

(3) The wilderness of Kedemoth was the place whither Moses 
sent the messengers, with words of peace to Sihon ; it lies near 
the river Amon ; Josh. xiii. 18; and /a^z was the scene of 
the battle with Israel, in which the children of Ammon were 
defeated. Numb. xxi. 24. 

C4) Baalpeor is thought to have stood on the mountains of 
Abarim, and to have had a temple to the false god Baal. Israel 
joined in the idolatory, and the Lord was wroth. Numb. xxv. 
3, 5; Ps. ovi. 28 ; Hos. ix. 10. Moses gave command to slay 
all the men who did so, and their fate was held out as a 
warning to others. Deut* iv. 3. 

(5) * Shittim, —Abel'Shittinti in the plains of Moab, Numb. 
xxxiiL 49, means the same as the plains of Shittim. See also 
Joel iii. 18. A terrible punishment was inflicted on the Israelites 
here for their sins with tne daughters of Moab, and in the wor- 
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ship of Baal. Numb. xxv. I — 9. The two spies that went to 
examine Jericho were sent from thence ; Josh. ii. 1 ; and this was 
the kst place occupied by the children of Israel before they came 
to Jordan. Josh. iii. 1. It is thought to have been famous 
for the wood of which the ark was made. Exod. xxv. 5, 10. 

(6) Bethjesimoth was at a small distance from Shittim, so 
that the last encampment is described as lying between these two 
places. It was not far from the Dead or Salt Sea, Josh. xii. 3. 

(7) Ashdod Pisgah, i. e. the springs of Pisgah, were on the 
mount so called, and near the Salt Sea. Deut. iii. 1 7 ; and iy. 49. 

f 8) Bamotk Baal, or the high places of Baal, was one of the 
spots to which Balaam was taken by Balak, king of Moab, when 
he was sent for to curse Israel. Numb. xxii. 4 1 . 

(9) Bezek is only known as one of the six cities of refuge, 
and situated in this tribe. Josh. xx. 2, 8 ; Deut. iv. 43. 

(10) Dibouy probably the same as Dibon-Gad, Numb, 
xxxii. 34; and xxxiii. 45, aild the first place of encamp- 
ment after the childeren of Israel had passed the river 
Amon. Beer, and other places of encampment, are mentioned, 
but the exact situation and order is not easily ascertained. 
Dibon is described as a high place, such as where people retire 
in grief. Isa. xv. 2. It was threatened in the prophecy against 
Moab. Jer. xlviii. 18, 22. 

(11) ilroer, we learn from Deut. ii. 36, and iii. 12, Ac, 
was situated on the bank of the river Amon, and is considered to 
be the same as the cityAn the rivefj Deut. ii. 36, and the city 
in the midst of the river. Josh. xiii. 9, 16. When David sent 
the captains forth to number Israel, they passed over Jordan, 
and pitched first in Aroer. 2 Sam. xxiy. 5. 



CHAPTER VII. 



Of the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel, and the subsequent 
Divisions of the Land until the Destruction of Jerusalem. 

We read 1 Kings xi. 11— 13, that God foretold Solomon that 
he would rend the kingdom of Israel out of the hands of his son, 
because of his sins, howbeit not all the kingdom, but he would 
give one tribe to his son for David's sake, and for Jerusalem's 
sake ; which is to be understood, that for David's sake he should 
l^ave his tribe Judah, and for Jerusalem's he should retain 
Benjamin, in which that city stood; and accordingly these 
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were the two tribes possessed by Rehoboam, an<]^ called the 
kingdom of Judah, while Jeroboam, at the head of the other 
ten tribes, formed the Kingdom of Israel. This was the 
general division of the kingdoms, but in minor respects some 
Httle intermixture both of the cities and the people took 
place. Thus we find that Rehoboam had Zorah and Aijalon, 
2 Chron. xi. 10. which originally belonged to Dan. Josh. xix. 
41, 42. The priests and the Levites also, that were in all Israel, 
left their possessions, and came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the 
God of their fathers ; 2 Chron. xi. 13 — 17 ; and many others of 
the ten tribes, adhering to the service of the true God, came 
and dwelt in the cities of Judah under Rohoboam, as appears 
from what is said in I Kings xii. 17. With regard to the capitals 
of the two kingdoms, Jerusalem always remained such in respect 
of Judah ; but for some time the capital of Israel was at l^e- 
chem, afterwards at Tirzah, and at last at Samaria, where it 
continued until an end was put to the kingdom of Israel by the 
conquest of the king of Assyria. After this event, the king- 
dom of Judah seems to have possessed itself of the tribes of 
Simeon and Dan, so that its territory would be separated from 
the northern part of the Holy Land by a line passing due ea^t 
from a poinf a little to the north of the upper part of the Dead 
SSea. 

After the seventeen years' captivity, when Judah and Ben- 
jamin returned, with many members of the other tribes, to re- 
build Jerusalem, the name of Judea began to be given to all 
the northern part of the last-named tract of land. In this sense 
it is taken when mentioned in conjunction with Galilee and 
Samaria, and the country beyond Jordan, although in Luke 
xxiii. 5, and on some other occasions, it appears to embrace 
generally all the country inhabited by the Jews. 

The southern part of the country which formed the kingdom 
of Judah, when at its largest extent, was in the times of our Sa- 
viour, Mark iii. 7, 8, called iDUMiEA, a name formed out of the 
old word Edom. For during the Babylonish captivity, while the 
land was almost desolate, the Edomites seized the south part of 
Judah and advanced as far as Hebron. These Idumeans, when 
they were afterwards dispossessed of many places, and in the time 
of the Maccabees entirely reduced, chose rather to embrace 
Judaism than quit their possessions. Afterwards they reckoned 
themselves among the Jews, and assisted the city of Jerusalem 
against the Romans during the last siege by which it fell. 
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Above Judea, towards the north, lay the province of Samaria, 
80 called from the capital of the kingdom of Israel, theprincipal 
part of which was comprehended within its bounds. Tnis pro- 
vince occupied the most part of what formerly pertained to the 
tribes of Ephraim, and half Manasseh on the west ; and it lay 
between Galilee and Judea, north and south, John iv. 4, and 
Jordan and the Mediterranean, east and west. Its inhabitants 
were called Samaritans, and were entirely difierent from the men 
of Ephraim and half Manasseh. They were chiefly descendants 
of the Cuthites, a people of the east, who were sent by the kings 
of Assyria to inhabit the country when the ten tribes were carried 
away. Their religion became of a mixed nature, though they 
maintained that they worshipped the Lord. Ezra iv. 1, &c. 
They worshipped in their temple on Mount Gerizim. (Q.) The 
quarrels between this people and the Jews, John iv. 9 ; Luke 
xvii. 1 6 ; Matt. x. 5, and the place of their worship, John iv. 20, 
are frequently alluded to in the history of our Lord. 

Galilee took up what was formerly possessed by the tribes of 
Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and the inland part of the tribe 
of Asher; the north-east part of Asher being called the coasts of 
Tyre and Sidon in our Saviour's time. Matt. xv. 21 ; Markvii, 
31. This province was more honoured by our Saviour's presence 
than any other. Here his birth was promised by the angel. 
Luke i. 26, &c. ; hither Joseph and Mary returned with him 
when a child put of Egypt ; here he lived with his parents till he 
began to be about thirty years of age. Matt- ii. 22 ; Luke ii. 
39,51. Hither he returned after his baptism and temptation. 
Luke iv. 14. And after he entered on his public ministry, here 
it was he dwelt. Matt. iv. 13. Lastly, he made his first 
appearance to his apostles in this place. Matt, xxviii. 16. Most 
of the apostles were of this country, and therefore they are called 
generally in Acts i. 1 1 , by the angels, *< men of Galilee." 

The north-east boundary of Galilee was made up of Abilene, 
Trachonitis, and Itureea. Of these, Abilene lay furthest to the 
north, along the foot of Lebanon, and on the border of Naphtali^ 
towards Damascus. Its name was derived from its chief town^ 
Abila. Lysanias was tetrarch, or governor^ of this district in the 
fifteenth year of Tiberius, Luke iii. 1 , when John began to bap- 
tize. iTURiCA lay next to Abilene, towards the south, along 
the river Jordan, but except on their western border the two dis- 
tricts were separated by Trachonitis. Jetur, a son of Ishmael, 
Gen. XXV. 1 5y who settled in these parts, is thought to have given 
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his name to Itursea, which was much the same country as the 
kingdom of Bashan, and a principal p^ of the half tribe of 
Manasseh, east of Jordan. Trachonitis was, as the name means, 
a rough country, north-east of Itursea, and together with it formed 
the government or tetrarchy of Philip. Luke iii. 1. Damascus 
was on its northern side. The tetrarchies here mentioned were 
fourth parts or divisions of the kingdom of Herod the Great, 
and are mentioned, Luke iii. 1 , where a difference is made as to 
the government of Pontius Pilate, because when Archelaus, 
Herod's eldest son, had enjoyed his kingdom a little while. Matt, 
ii. 22, he was displaced, and the district he held of Samaria, Ju- 
deea, and Idumeea, was made a Roman province. Perea was 
the name given to the possessions, of Reuben and Gad in our 
Saviour's time, and comprehended the great part of ten cities, 
which went by the name of the Decapolis ; part of them lay in 
Itursea. Matt. iv. 25 ; Mark v. 20. Our Saviour cured a deaf 
and dumb man in these parts. Mark vii. 32. 

These are the principal countries alluded to in the gospels as 
lying within the boundaries of the Holy Land. Of those which 
lay immediately upon its borders, the three most remarkable are 
Syria, Phoenicia, and Syrophcenicia. The first of these lay to the 
east and north-east of the Holy Land, between Phoenicia and the 
Mediterranean Sea to the west, and towards the river Euphrates 
to the east. The second is the Greek name for the tract north of 
Tyre and Sidon, along the Mediterranean, where the old Canaan- 
ites were suffered to remain longer than in other partis, and the 
third is on the inland border of the last-named district, where the 
Syrians and Phoenicians were intermixed. Hence the woman 
cidled a Canaanite by St. Matthew, or according to the Hebrew 
way of speaking, is more particularly said by St. Mark to be a 
Syrophoenician, because as to religion and language she was a 
Greek. Mark vii. 26. 



CHAPTER VHL 

The JouRNBTiNGS of our Blessed Saviour. 

I 1. — From His Birth to His Baptism^ and the commencement 
of His public Ministry. 

The blessed Virgin lived in the city of Nazareth when the ap- 
proachbg birth of the Messiah was made known to her by the 
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angel : Luke i. 26, &c. : and we read that Mary arose in those 
days, and went into the hill country of Judcea with haste to her 
cousin Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, Luke i. 39, 
where she stayed three months and then returned home. The hill 
country of Judaea is supposed to mean Hebron, a city of Judah 
given to the priests, Josh. xxi. 10, 13, and said to lie in the hills. 
Josh. xi. 21. The decree of Augustus Ceesar for the enrollment 
of all the Jewish families, afterwards took her with Joseph, to 
whom she was espoused, to their own proper city Bethlehem ; 
and here in a manger, because there was no room for them at the 
inn, the child Jesus was bom. Luke ii. 3—7. 

When the days of Mary's purification, according to the law of. 
Moses, were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem, 
Luke ii. 22, and offered the customary sacrifice and thanksgiving 
to the Lord. But before the holy child had left Bethlehem, there 
came wise men to visit him from the east, calling him and wor- 
shipping him, as the King of the Jews. This circumstance 
awakened the fears of Herod, so that he sought the young child's 
life : Matt. ii. 3, &c. ; and then Joseph took Mary and the child, 
and retired into Egypt for a season, by which the cruelty of the 
king was avoided. Matt. ii. 13, 20. In the meanwhile the son 
of Herod succeeded to his father's throne ; but Joseph was afraid, 
and instead of going back to Jerusalem, he turned aside into the 
parts of Galilee, and came and dwelt again at Nazareth. Matt, 
ii. 23. After this the gospels are silent concerning our Saviour 
until his twelfth year, when he went up with Joseph and Mary 
to the passover, Luke ii. 42, and his astonishing wisdom and 
zeal in the business of his heavenly Father were first beheld. 



§ 2. From the Baptism of Jesus Christ to thefoUouvig Feast 
of the Passover. 

It would seem probable that our Saviour took part in the occu- 
pation of his reputed Father ; Matt. xiii. 55, and Mark vi. 3 ; 
but it is certain that he was at home, obedient to his parents, 
Luke ii. 61 , until he began to be about thirty years of age. Luke 
iii. 23. The period had then arrived when he was to enter on his 
ministry, and he proceeded from Nazareth, Mark i. 9, to John in 
the wilderness of Judea, and was baptised in the river Jordan. 
Matt. iii. 1, &c. ; Mark i. 4, &c. 

After his baptism, our blessed Lord retired into the more soli- 
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tary parts of the wilderness, and was tempted of the devil. Matt, 
iv. 1, &c. ; Luke iv. 1, &c. Various conjectures are made as to 
the exact situation where this event occurred; but of course with- 
out any certainty in the conclusion, because nothing is said in 
Scripture which positively fixes the place.* From this scene of 
temptation our Lord repaired again to John, who was baptizing 
at Bethabara ; and after staying with him some days, set forth 
again for Galilee ; John i. 43 ; and there he was invited to a 
marriage-feast at Cana; and attending it, with his mother and his 
disciples, he gave a proof of miraculous power by converting water 
into wine. John ii. I , &c. 

After this, our blessed Lord, together with his mother, his 
brethren, anddisciples, went down to Capernaum, where they did 
not abide long ; for the Jews' passover was at hand, and he went 
up to Jerusalem. John ii. 12, 13. Here he purged the temple, 
or at least the court of the Gentiles ;t and being asked for the 
authority by which he did such an action, he prophesied of his 
resurrection, though in a manner which could not easily be un- 
derstood. Such, however, were the two principal methods by 
which our Lord, on this first occasion, signified his own power 
and the spiritual character of his religion, designed for all nations 
in the world. 



§ 3. ^From thejirst to the second Passover which was 
attended by our Lord, 

During the holydays of the Passover, our Saviour converted 
many persons by his miracles ; and among the rest, Nicodemus, 
a principal person among the Jews. John iii. At this time John 
was baptizing at £non, near Salim, because there was much water 
in the place. John iii. 22, 23. Our Lord, after he had remained 
some time in Judea, knowing how the Pharisees had heard that 
he made and baptised more disciples than John, to avoid their ill 
designs, departed again into Galilee, John iv. I , &c., and on his 
way through Samaria came to a city called Sychar, near which 
was Jacob's well. Here the conversation with the woman of Sa- 
maria took place, John iv. 7, and many believed on him, ver. 39, 
and our Lord remained for the space of two days, ver. 40. Then 
he pursued his journey into Galilee, and taught in the synagogues 
and was glorified of all. Luke iv. 15. He was kindly received 

.^ « See page 16. t See Solomon's Temple, B. B. 
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by the Galileans who had seen his miracles at Jerusalem ; John 
iv. 45; and here, in particular, he again visited Cana, ver. 46, 
and wrought a second miracle, healing the centurion's son. But 
at Nazareth he met with very different treatment, and escaped 
from the people only by means of his miraculous power. Luke 
iv. 16, 28 — 30. From Nazareth our Lord went and dwelt at 
Capernaum, ver. 3 1 , which, from the time he abode in it, is cal- 
led. Matt. ix. 1, ''his own city ;*' and from thence he frequently 
visited other parts of Galilee, (and sometimes the country beyond 
Jordan,) teaching in the synagogues, and healing all manner of 
diseases. His fame, therefore, went out abroad, and people fol- 
lowed him from all parts. Matt. iv. 13. 23—25. But when 
the season for celebrating the passover returned, Jesus again Went 
up to the feast. John v. I. At this passover he cured the im- 
potent man at the pool of Bethesda.* John v. 2—9. 



§ 4. — From (he second to the third Passover which was 
attended by our Lord, 

The passover being ended, our Lord returned to Galilee, and 
great multitudes followed him from all quarters. Mark iii. 7, 8. 
Then he appointed his twelve apostles ; Mark iii. 14; Luke vi. 
12, 13 ; and not long after this he went up into a mountain, and 
preached to the people what is called the sermon on the mount. 
Matt. V. vi. vii. Having ended his teaching on this occasion, 
our Lord came down, and entered into Capernaum, where he 
cored the centurion's servant ; Matt. viii. 1, &c. ; Luke vii« 1, 
&c. ; and the day afterwards went to Nain, and raised to life the 
widow's son. After this our Lord took occasion, by the coming 
of two disciples from John the Baptist, to upbraid many of the 
cities in which his mighty works were done. Luke viL 19; 
Matt. xi. 2, 3, 20, &c. Some time after this discourse, Jesus 
went again throughout every village, preaching and showing the 
glad tidings of the kingdom of God. Luke viii. 1. And being 
returned again to the Sea of Galilee, he entered into a ship, and 
taught the multitudes on the shore by many parables. Luke viii. 
and Mark iv. and Matt. xiii. When the teaching on this occa- 
sion was ended, Jesus left the western shores of the sea. Matt. 
xiii. 53, and passed over to the other side to the country of the 
Gergesenes, otherwise called Gadarenes. Luke viiL 22, 26 ; 

* See the Map of Jerusalem. 
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Matt. viii. 28. Here the devils who were cast out of two men 
were permitted to enter into a herd of swine, on which the inha- 
bitants besought Jesus to leave their coasts. 

Our Lord being again at the western side of the same sea, 
performed many miracles ; stopping an issue of blood, and re- 
storing the daughter of Jairns to life. Luke viii. 41, &c, ; 
Mark v. 21, 22. After which he again visited the scenes of 
his youth at Nazareth, but the people were remarkable for their 
unbelief, and he did few miracles among them. Mark vi. 1, 
&c. After leaving Nazareth, our blessed Lord again went 
about preaching the gospel and working miracles. Mark vi. 
6; Matt. ix. 35. And when he saw the multitudes following 
him, Matt. ix. 37, &c. he called his disciples unto him, and 
sent them forth to preach, enduing them with power to work 
miracles. Matt. x. ; Mark vi. ; Luke ix. At the same time 
he himself went into other parts and taught. Matt. xi. 1. 
When the apostles had finished the mission on which they were 
then sent, they came back to Jesus at Capernaum, and he took 
them apart into a desert place belonging to Bethsaida, to rest 
awhile, for which purpose he crossed over the sea of Tiberias. 
The people) however, followed Jesus, going round the lake 
on foot, and he fed them miraculously with five loaves and two 
smsdl fishes. Luke ix. 10, &c. ; John vi. 1, &c. 

It was just after this miracle that the people determined to 
take our Lord by force and make him a king, which, when 
Jesus perceived, he got into a ship and passed back again to 
the other side. After this, our Lord withdrew alone to a 
mountain to pray, where he remained till about the fourth watch 
of the night, and then appeared to his disciples walking on the 
sea. On this occasion he appeased the fury of the winds and 
waves by a word. The day following, the people, who observed 
that there was but one boat into which the disciples got, and 
that Jesus went not with them, sought for our Lord, not sup- 
posing that he had passed over the lake. Afterwards they came 
to Capernaum seeking Jesus, and then he took occasion to in- 
struct them of the doctrine he sought to inculcate, and the 
spiritual nature of his ministry. John vi. 27, 5) , 53. 

About this time was celebrated the third passover after our 
Lord*s entrance on his public ministry, which is only mentioned 
by St. John. John vi. 4. 
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§ 5. — From the third passover which was attended by our Lord, 
to the four t hi at which He was crucified. 

The next journey we find our I^ord making, was that to the 
coasts of Tyre and Sidon, where he healed the Syrophoenician 
woman. Matt. xv. 22. From these coasts he passed to the sea 
of Galilee ; not directly, but by a circuitous route, through the 
coasts of Decapolis, to the eastern shore of the sea. Mark vii. 
31. Having performed great cures there, and again fed the 
multitude that followed him, he passed in a ship with his dis^ 
ciples to the coast of Magdala, or the parts of Dalmanutha. Matt. 
XV. 39; Mark viii. 10. 

Afiter this, our Lord continuing his journey on the east 
side of the sea of Galilee and along the course of Jordan, came 
first to Bethsaida, and thence to Ctesarea Philippi. Some time 
after this, taking with him Peter, and James, and John, our 
Lord went up into a mountain, generally supposed to \>e 
Mount Tabor '[N] to pray, and was transfigured before them. 
There Moses and Elias appeared to them, and a voice was 
heard firom heaven. Matt. xvii. 1, &c. ; Mark ix. 2, &c.% 
Luke ix. 28, &c. From the mount of transfiguration he passed 
over parts of Galilee and returned to Capernaum, where he 
wrought a miracle to pay the tribute money. Matt. xvii. 24, 
&c. And then, as the feast of tabernacles was at hand, he 
went up to it, not openly, but as it were in secret. John vii. 
2, &c. 

Our Lord took his way through Samaria, where, however^ 
the people would not receive him, because he waa going to the 
temple at Jerusalem, Luke ix. 52 ; and so casting a slight upon 
the mountain in which they worshipped. Therefore pur Lord 
proceeded to another village, Luke ix. 56, and publicly appeared 
in the temple about the middle of the feast, John vii. 14. 
As the purpose of the Jews to destroy our Saviour was known 
to him, John vii. 1 9. 25. the better to avoid their snares, he 
appears to have retired every night to Mount Olivet, [c] 
During his abode this time at Jerusalem, he cured a man born 
blind, ordering him to wash in the pool of Siloam. John ix. 7. 
After this our Lord left the holy city, visiting parts of Galilee 
and Samaria, and so spending the time until the feast of Dedi- 
cation. Luke xiii. 22, and xvii. 11. And because it was 
winter when the time for this solemnity arrived, we then find 
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Jesus walked in that part of the temple which was called So- 
lomon's porch.* (John x. 22, 23.) After the feast of Dedica- 
tion, Jesus again went for a short time into Galilee, and then 
passed to the place vhere John was baptizing at first, where 
he abode for a time. Matt. xix. 1 ; Marie x. 1 ; John x. 40. 
During thisperiod, the raising of Lazarus at Bethany took place. 
John xi. This wonderful display of power was a signal for more 
decided efforts on the part of the Pharisees to put Jesus to 
death; therefore he walked no more openly among the Jews, 
but retired into the wildemes^i to a city cialled Ephraim ; and 
here he continued with the apostles, until the next passoVor drew 
near. John xi. 54. 

As the time of the feast approached, he spoke of the great events 
to take place at it. Matt. xx. 17, &c. ; Mark x. 32, &c ; Luke 
xviii. 3 i , &c. and proceeded to the city of Jericho on his way 
to Jerusalem ; and six days before the passover arrived at Beth- 
any, where Lazarus lived. John xii. 1. Here many people 
flocked to him, ver. 9, and our Lord having rested the sabbath 
day with Mary and Martha, passed over Mount Olivet and rode 
into Jerusalem according to the prophecy of Zecharias. ch. ix. 
9, On this occasion, when the people attended him in triumph, 
Jesus wept for the approaching calamities of the city. Luke 
xix. 41 , &C. The whole place was in an uproar at the style of 
his approacli ; and Jesus again went into the temple, and drove 
but them thai bought or sold; Mark xi. 15, &c. ; after this he 
healed the blind and the lame. Matt. xxi. 14, and spent much 
time in teaching the people., Luke. xix. 47. But when even 
was come, lie returned to Bethany and lodged there. Matt. 
xxi. 17; Mark xi. 11. On the morrow, as he went into the 
city, he cursed the barren fig-tree, Matt. xxi. 18 ; Mark xi. 12, 
and at even returned with the disciples to Bethany again. 
Mark xi. 19. The next morning they went back to Jerusalem, 
where, on occasion of the rulers making inquiry of Jesus, those 
discourses took place which are related. Matt. xxi. 23. to xxv; 
Mark xi. 27. to xiv. and Luke xx. 1. to xxii. This method of 
teaching occupied some days, our Lord going out as usual at 
night to abiae in the Mount f of Olives. Luke xxi. 37. 
"Within two days of the passover Jesus spoke plainly of his 
crucifixion. Matt. xxvi. 1, 2, after which, while in the house of 
Simon the Leper, at Bethany, he was figuratively anointed 

• See Map of City. f See Map of City. 
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with oil for his burial. Matt. kxvi. 6, &c, ; Mark xiv. 3^ &c. 
Then the agreement with the priests was made by Judas. 
Matt. XX vi. 14 ; Mark xiv. 10 ; Luke xxii. 3. On the day of 
unleavened bread, the Thursday, our Lord and his disciples ate 
the passover in an upper room of Jerusalem, and after some 
other incidents. Matt. xxvi. 31 ; Mark xiv. 1 — 27; Luke xxii. 
1 — 4, and John xiv., he again returned to Bethany, and spoke, 
and prayed, as is related, John xv. xvi. xvii. After this he 
passed for the last time over the Brook Cedron, and came into 
the garden of Gethsemane, where he endured his bitter agony 
and wad betrayed. Matt. xxvi. 36 ; Mark xiv. 32 ; John xviii. 
1,2. Thence our Lord was carried to Annas, and afterwards to 
Caiaphas, with whom were assembled the scribes and elders. 
Matt. xxvi. 57 ; John xviii. 13, &c. And when the morning 
was come, the sentence of death was passed, our Lord was 
reviled and mocked, and taken to Mount* Calvary or Golgotha, 
and crucified betweep two thieves. In the evening the body was 
taken down, by Joseph of Arimathea, and buried in a new tomb 
in ai garden adjoining to the mount. John xix. 41. 

Having thus traced out the principal places in which our 
Lord was seen before his crucifixion, it only remains to give 
some short account 



§ 6. — Of the Places honoured with His presence after He 
was risen from the dead, 

I. On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene and other 
women came to the sepulchre and found the body gone, and they 
went to acquaint the apostles ; but Mary stayed weeping at the 
sepulchre, and Jesus appeared to her, and spoke with her, and 
made himself known. Matt, xxviii. 1, &c. 2. After this he 
appeared to two of the disciples, as they were going to Emmaus, 
and walked with them, and talked by the way, and discovered 
himself to them by breaking bread in the devout manner he had 
himself ordained. Luke xxiv. 13, &c. 3. Again, on a certain 
mountain in Galilee, (thought to be the same on which he was- 
transfigured,) he was seen, according to his ^own and the angels^ 
promise, by the apostles, being all together. Matt. xxvi. 32 ; 
xxviii. 7, 16. 4. During their stay in Gahlee, Jesus appeared 
to them again by the Sea of Tiberias. John xzi. 1. Our 

* See Map of City. 
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Lord was then seen at several different times, and probably, 
therefore, in different places. St. Paul says, (1 Cor. xv. 5.) 
5. he was seen of Peter alone ; 6. then of the twelve ; 7. after 
that of above five hundred brethren at once ; again 8, of James ; 
9. then of all the apostles; and last of all, 10. by himself. 
It is however obvious, that two of the last-named appearances, 
6 and 9, may be the same with two others, 3 and 4, mentioned 
before. The apostles being returned out of Galilee to Jeru- 
salem, and our Lord being there on the fortieth day after his 
resurrection, he commanded them not to leave the city till they 
had received the promise of the Holy Ghost. After which, 
having given them all requsite instructions, he led them forth to 
Mount Olivet, as far as to Bethany and lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. And while he blessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven, and a cloud received him out 
of their sight. Then two angels immediately appeared, and 
assured them that that same Jesus, who had gone into heaven, 
should come again into the world in like manner as they had seen 
him go into heaven. (Acts i. I — 11.) 



CHAPTER IX. 

On the Modem Condition of the Holy Land^ 

It may naturally occur to the scholar to inquire, What is become 
of the country we have been describing at the present time ? By 
what government is it ruled ? What are its cities now like ? How 
does the rich and beautiful land which lay around them appear at 
this day ? Where are the descendants of the people who so long 
possessed the soil ? Such questions might lead to much profitable 
mformation, and a few particulars shall be set down by way of 
answering inquiries of so reasonable a kind. 

§ 1 . — The first thing to be observed relates to the state of the 
country, and the pec^le into whose power it has successively 
passed. Our Saviour declared, that after the destruction of 
Jerusalem, it should be '* trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
time of the Gentiles should be fulfilled." The country about 
Jerusalem, indeed almost all Palestine, has passed into different 
hands, together with its principal city ; and hence the subsequent 
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history of the city is in effect the history of the whole land. Let 
us see the truth of our Saviour's words I 

• The destruction of the city by the Romans under Titus was 
so complete, that a Jew is known to have said, ' What is become 
of our city, which we believed to be inhabited of God ? It is 
rooted up I and the only monument that is left is the camp of 
those that destroyed it, still pitched upon its remains/ Matt. 
xxiv. 2 ; Luke xix. 44. About forty-seven years after this 
destruction it was partly rebuilt, though not exactly upon the 
same spot, by the Roman emperor, ^lius Adrian, and called 
iE^Iia, after his own name ; and the Jews flocked in crowds, 
endeavouring to recover it, but were defeated, though they had 
some success at first. An immense number of the people were 
then taken, and sold like horses, and dispersed over the face of the 
earth. Afterwards an edict was passed, forbidding any Jew to 
•enter the city upon pain of death. 

Jerusalem, or JEWsl, remained in this state till the reign of the 
first Christian emperor, Constantine the Great, who enlarged and 
beautified it, and built many Christian churches in it, but would 
not suffer the Jews to return. Julian (called the apostate^ 
from renouncing Christianity,) the nephew of Constantine, en- 
couraged the Jews to re-settle in their ancient capital, which he 
attempted to re-establish in its former condition, in order that he 
might prove the words of Jesus Christ to be untrue. His impious 
attempt was, however, defeated by a miraculous interposition, and 
this project was necessarily laid aside. Jovian, the successor of 
Julian, undid whatever had been effected in favour of the Jews, 
and his successors pursued the same policy towards them. It 
does not appear that the Jews were ever allowed to approach the 
city in an open manner, as long as it was subject to the Greek 
emperors. 

In the beginning of the seventh century after Christ, the 
Persians invaded and ravaged the country, and multitudes of 
Christians were put to death ; shortly after which this territory 
passed into the hands of Saracens, being invaded and taken by 
Omar, the second in descent from the false prophet Mahommed. 
In 637, A. D. Jerusalem surrendered to him, arid he erected the 
first mosqtie on the spot where the temple of Solomon had been 
built. Afterwards Jerusalem became, what Mecca had been 
before, a place of pilgrimage for the Musselmen. Thus the 

* Abridged from Bishop Newton, Dissertatioii XX« 
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Holy Land passed from the Greek Christians into the hands of 
the Arab Mahommedans, with whom it continued about four 
hundred years ; at the end of which period the Turks usurped the 
governinent, and afterwards the Egyptians, but the religion of 
the country remained the same. The Egyptians enjoyed it but 
a little time, for in the same year they took it, they were again 
dispossessed by the Franks, or Latin Christians, who advanced 
into the country, and took Jerusalem after five weeks siege, in 
A. D. 1099. These were the celebrated crusaders, who came in 
immense multitudes out of all parts of Europe, to recover the 
scene of our Saviour's life and miracles out of the hands of the 
Infidels. The Crusades, or Croisades, is a name formed from 
the French word crota?, a cross, which every man bore upon his 
clothes who engaged in this, which was called ** the holy war" 
The last of the crusades ended in a. d. 1291 ; many thousands of 
lives (the largest, accounts say two millions) on either side having 
perished while they were being carried on. 

Afiter the crusades, the Mamelukes, or foreign slaves of the 
Egyptian sultans, who had usurped the government of that 
country, obtained the possession of Jerusalem, and with little 
interruption held it for above two hundred and sixty years, when 
it fell a prey to the Turks of the Ottoman race, A. D. 1516. It 
was then in a miserable and ruined condition, and such it has 
remained, under the same government, up to the present time. 
Turks, Arabians, and Christians, of various sects and nations, 
dwell at Jerusalem, out of reverence tQ the place, but very few 
Jews, and those few are supported chiefly by alms. So truly 
have our Saviour's words been fulfilled for nearly eighteen hun- 
dred years, *' Jesusalem is trodden down of the Gentiles ;** and 
who can doubt that it will remain to be trodden down, ** until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,** whenever that may be ! 

§ 2. — The present appearance and condition of the cities 
throughout the Holy Land, will be easily understood from the 
continual change of masters they have undergone. Much was 
laid waste besides Jerusalem by the Roman arms ; and the un- 
settled state of the inhabitants, with the decline of trade, has 
constantly operated to reduce every thmg into the most wretched 
state. 

Splendid buildings were indeed erected here and there by tlie 
Emperor Constantine, and one of much celebrity was raised by 
the Empress Helena on the spot where our Saviour was crucified, 
and where it was declared that the cross had been found. The 
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devout zeal, and oftentimes the superstition of the Greek and 
Latin Christians, at the different periods they held the country, 
also caused churches to be built on many other spots celebrated 
for some remarkable event in the sacred history. These, of course, 
the Mahommedans, as they succeeded, destroyed or devoted to a 
different purpose, and oftentimes they erected others in their 
stead. But nothing grand or noble could remain in a country 
which was so repeatedly exposed to the march of immense mul- 
titudes of disorderly troops. The extravagance of the Crusaders, 
and the ' crowds attending their regular troops, are related as 
terrible ; and there is no doubt that the excesses they committed 
were at least equalled by those of conquerors who entered the 
country without a religion which could keep them under any 
control. The account, therefore, given by modern travellers is 
only what we might expect. The immense and splendid city of 
Jerusalem is now only three miles round ; and even this small 
circuit contains houses of a miserable description. Other places 
are reduced generally on the same scale, and the only spots 
pointed out as interesting are those in which the events of history 
are said to have taken place. There is scarcely a circumstance 
recorded in Scripture, the scene of which is not pointed out by 
the modern inhabitants, whose chief profit lies in entertaining the 
visitors who may resort to this interesting place. The certainty 
of the conjectures made by such guides must of course be very 
questionable ; but the present state of the country will not be 
understood without some reference to their accounts. Old broken 
wells and springs of water are shown as those of Jacob and other 
patriarchs ; grottos and cells, with ruined chapels over them, are 
pointed out as the manger where our Lord was bom, and the 
dwelling* places x>f famous men, &;c. A ruined church stands 
over the spot where our Saviour is said to have been baptized ; 
ruins of churches, with the eastern end, where was the altar, still 
remaining, are found in most places ; some of these being rebuilt 
and converted into Turkish mosques. Many of the celebrated 
villages of old are the sites of Latin, Greek, and Armenian con- 
vents; and many of the celebrated mountains are frequented by 
the monks who still inhabit them for purposes of devotidn. The 
mount where our Lord is said to have been tempted, is still a 
famous resort of the monks, on occasion of great fasts and for the 
keeping of Lent. 

§ 3.— Such being the condition of the cities and people, it is 
' ' to be expected that the land should be uncultivated. But 
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we find tbat it is desolate in the extreme : so barren indeed it is, 
that those who disregard the authority of God's word, have pre- 
tended to doubt whether it ever could have been what Moses 
has declared it was, and whether it ever could have nourished the 
multitudes of poeple we read of as its inhabitants in ancient times. 
The grand difference between the former and the present state of 
the soil, we attribute to the judgments of God which were foretold ; 
and therefore, if a still greater difference appeared, we should know 
where to find an ample explanation of the change. But it is 
observable, that many natural causes still exist sufficient to prove 
the correctness of this statement, which was written in the Pen* 
tateuch above three thousand years ago. 

* In the first place, it appears, by heathen authors, that from 
the time of the Roman emperor Adrian, for a space of four hun- 
dred years, the country was famous in the world for the excellence 
of the climate, the fertility of the soil, and the richness of its 
productions. It is indeed probable that it never regained its 
former state after the Babylonish captivity ; but still this account 
of heathen authors, and the acknowledged indolence of the present 
inhabitants, show what it may have formerly been* In the next 
place, wherever labour is seen to be bestowed upon it at present, 
an abundant return is immediately obtained. The produce of the 
country, both in com and fruits, is, in many respects, considered 
superior to that of Egypt at this day. Wine and oil are fumishedy 
by certain districts, of the most exceUent kind. When convents 
are settled, and care bestowed on the soil, it appears fertile in an 
unusual degree ; and the only fair reason to be assigned, even 
with the indolence of the present people, why larger quantities of 
produce do not appear, is the dread of wandering troops of Arabs, 
who infest the country, and are ever ready to sieze upon the 
superior crops as supplies necessary for their own idle mode of 
life. Whatever difference it may have pleased God should take 
place in the actual nature of the soil, this, at least, is to be re- 
membered — that the nature of the soil is not more deteriorated, 
than the character and spirit of the people by whom it is pos- 
sessed. Its inhabitants, at this day, are among the most lazy 
people of the world ; whereas Israel, in the period of its virtue 
and prosperity, was remarkable, above all nations, for a love of 
active, laborious, agricultural pursuits. To this day, say modern 
travellers, you see evident footsteps, in the mountains of Palestine, 

* Bishop Newton*! Dissertadoo, VIIJ. 
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of the ancient manner of cultivating, and even of increasing the 
quantity of productive soil. On the mountains they used to 
gather up stones, and place them in several lines, along the sides 
of hills, in form of a wall. By such horders, they supported the 
mould from tumbling down, or being washed away. Thus they 
formed many beds rising to the top of the mountain, and by this 
means secured the greatest possible extent of productive surface. 
We have only to imagine the blessing of the Lord prospering the 
labours, and blessing the increase, of his own people while thus 
employed, we have only to remember the excellence and freshness 
of the climate, the regularity of the rains and seasons, and the 
little labour which we know it required to work the soil, that we 
may feel convinced, that it was a land indeed flowing with milk 
and honey — a land which stood pre-eminently distinguished as the 
glory of the whole earth. 

§ 4.— With this historical view of the subject prophecy must, 
however, be connected by those who would fully comprehend the 
character and condition of the Jews. And for this purpose, the 
following brief extract on the prophecies of Moses, taken, like 
the preceding account, from the work of Bishop Newton, may 
suffice, and serve as a fit conclusion to an historical survey of the 
country they once possessed. 

1 . The aesolate state of the country just described, was among 
the earliest prophecies recorded. It was written, Levit. xxvi. 33, 
Your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste ! ITiat any 
country should be laid waste by armies and wars, is little to be 
wondered at; but that one particular, and that a ^mall countr}% 
favourably situated, should lie so many ages in this miserable 
condition, is more than man could foresee, and could only be 
revealed by God ! 

2. The Jews were to be plucked off their own land. Deut. 
xxviii. 63. This was done for a season by the Babylonish cap- 
tivity ; but it has been done /or ever since. From the time of 
the Roman emperors, the country has been in possession of 
foreign masters ; few Jews have dwelt there, and those only in a 
wretched condition. 

3. They were to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth. 
Deut. xxviii. 64. — That the Jews have been scattered far and 
wide requires no proof ; so notorious is the fact, that they have 
been called the brokers of the world. 
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4. Yet, although they should remain in the land of their 
enemies, they were to subsist as a distinct people, and not mix 
with other men ; for God said, <' / will not cast them away 9 
neither will I abhor iheniy to destroy them utterly ^ and break 
my covenant with them,'* Ley. xxvi. 44. 

They are scattered indeed over all the world, yet they still 
subsist ; in cities they live together in districts not inhabited by 
other men, and the manner, speech, and countenance of the Jews, 
are every where known. 

6. But they were not to find any ease^ nor should the sole of 
their foot find rest. Deut. xxviii. 65. And they have been 
persecuted and banished, and proscribed, and driven up and down 
on the face of almost every kingdom in the world. 

6. Tliey should be oppressed and spoiled evermore ; they 
should' be oppressed and crushed always. Deut. xxviii. 29, 
&;c. And how often have their goods and chattels been seized ! 
How often have they been compelled to pay tribute for living in 
a place I How often have they been abused and persecuted, and 
fined and fleeced by every government known in the world I 

7. They should be an astonishment a proverb, a by-word 
among all nations, Deut. xxviii. 37. Thus we hear every day 
of the avarice of the Jew — ^it is a proverb in every land ; for a 
Christian to be charged with his propensities is considered as an 
abuse. 

8. Lastly. Their plagues should be wonderful, even great 
plagues of long continuance. Deut. xxviii. 59. And what 
nation has ever suffered so much, or so long? The nature of their 
sufferings is described under the former heads ; the duration of 
them has been for nearly eighteen hundred years I 

Such, then, is the condition of the Jews traced up to the pre- 
sent time ; and such we see the prophet Moses declared it should 
be upwards of three thousand years ago. This brief account, 
which has now been given of their country, has served to show 
them entering into their promised land, and rejoicing in their 
cities in peace ; it has brought them before our view in the differ- 
ent changes they have undergone ; and now^ we may actually 
behold them scattered over our own country as they are over the 
rest of the world. Who that does so must not be amazed, and 
acknowledge the truth of the holy Scriptures, and wonder at the 
astonishing correctness of the prophet's words. Who shall not 

p 
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confess, that the miseries they have endured have rendered them 
A SIGN AND A WONDER FOR EVER to the world. Deut. xxviii. 
46. Well then ! let every one that reads understand the warning 
of St. Paul, " Because of unbelief, they (like branches) 

WERE broken off, AND THOU STANDEST BY FAITH ! Be NOT 

hi)5H-minded, BUT FEAR ! ! '' Rom. %\, 20. 




d by Google 



INDEX. 

The figures refer to the 'pages. 



Abarim, Mounts of, l&, 27, 67. 

Abel-beth Maachah, 60. 

Abel; Stone of, 29. 

Abel-Meholath,62. 

Abel-Shittim, 67, 

Abiezrites, 58. 

Abila, 70. 

Abilene, 70. 

Accho, 69. 

Achor, Yaley of, 34. 

Acra, 59. 

Admah, 12. 

Adam, City of, 52. 

Adollam, 31. 

iElia,80. 

Ai, 33, 42, 44. 

AQalon, 39, 69. 

Ajalon, Valley of, 39. 

Amalekites, 27. 

Amalek, Mount, 10, 16. 

Amorites, Land of, 28. 

, Mount of, 28. 

Ammonites, 25. 

Anathoth, 45. 

Anti-Lebanon, 10. 

Antipatris, 51. 

Aphek, 33. 

Arad, 30. 

Araunah, threshing floor of, 40. ' 

Arimathea, 37, 78. 

Amon, 11, 21, 23, 62, 67, 68. 

Aroer, 68, 

Asher, 33, 53. 55, 57, 59, 70. 

Ashdod, 35, 37, 38. 

Ashdod Pisgah, 68. 

Askelon, 35. 

Aihtaroth-Kamalm, 63. 

Assyria, 31, 47, 49, 60, 61, 69, 70. 

Aaotns, 37. 

Axzah, 35. 

Azchal, 49. 

Azekah, 30, 31, 49. 



Babylon, 29, 41, 60, 61. 

Bahurim, 45. 

Baalah, 30« 

Baalhermon, Mount, 5M. 

Baalhazor, 51. 

Bamoth-Baal, 68. 

Baalperaadm, 33, 46. 

Baalpeor, 67. 

Baal Shalisha, 50. 

Bashan, 25, 26, 62, 63, 71. 

Beer, 68. 

Beer-lahai*roi, 36. 

Beeroth, 44, 45. 

Beersheba, 23, 35, 36. 

Bela 12 

Benjamin, Tribe of, 28, 29, 89,47, 

53, 62, 65, 69. 
Bex\jamin, Little, 40. 
Besor, 22. 

Bethabara, Waters of, 14, 78. 
Beth-bara, 14. 
Bethlehem-E^hratah, 88. 
Bethlehem-Judah, 83. 
Bethlehem, 33, 47, 56, 72. 
Beth-car, 35, 89, 44. 
Beth-Shemesh, 29, 80, 44. 
Bethel, 39, 42, 43, 47, 48^ 
Bethany, 45, 77, 78, 79. 
Bethphage, 45. 
BethaTen, 48. 
Beth-horon, 49, 50. 
Bethshan, 52, 66. 
Bethshittah, 52. 
Bezek, 52, 58, 68. 
Bethulia, 53, 54. 
Beth-rebob, 57. 
Betbsaida, 27, 61, 75, 76L 
Bethjesimoth, 68. 
Bethesda, pool o^ 74. 
Bezar,28. 
Bochim, 6L 



d by Google 



INDEX. 



Cabul, 59. 
Csesarea, 51, 54, 59. 
Csesarea Palestine, 54. 
Ceesarea PhUippi, 60, 76. 
Calvary, Mount, 18, 19, 78. 
Canaan, 9, 10, 11, 13, 18, 23, 24, 

36, 42, 43, 52, 57, 59, 63. 
Canaan, Descendants of, 23. 
Cana, 56, 73, 74. 
Capernaum, 55, 61, 73, 74, 75, 76. 
Carmel, Mount, 16, 17, 22, 52, 57, 

59. 
Carmel, Mount, the lesser, 20. 
Cedron, 21, 78. 
Chephirah, 114. 
Cherith, 21. 
Chorazin, 61. 
Chinnereth, 13, 61. 
Chinnereth, Sea of, 10, 59, 65. 
City in the river, 68. 
Corruption, Mount of, 18, 19. 

Dalmanutha, 65, 76. 

Damascus, 68, 6i4, 70. 

Dan, 36, 48, 57, 60. 

Dan, Tribe of, 35, 36—89, 69. 

David, City of, 18, 20, 23, 40. 

Dead Sea, 10, 11, 12, 68, 69. 

Debir, 31. 

Decapplis, 71, 76. 

Dibon, 68. 

Dibon-Gad, 68. 

Dothan, 53. 

Dothaim, 58. 

Dor, 53. 

Bastem Sea, 12. 

Ebal, Mount, 17, 18, 49. 

Eben-ezer, 34, 39, 44. 

Edom, land of, 16, 26, 29, 31, 34, 

66,69. 
Edom, Mountains of, 10. 
Edomites, 26. 
Edrei, 68. 
Eglon, 30. 
Egypt, 9, 11, 15, 16, 24, 32, 34, 

36, 37, 39, 42, 45, 47, 49, 50, 

68, 56, 70, 82, 88. 
Egypt, river of, 11, 22, 36, 60. 
EkroD, 29, 35, 38. 
Elah,d0,31. 
Emmaus, 88, 78. 



Endor, 52, 55. 

Engedi, 20, 32. 

Ehimishpat, 32. 

Enon, 55, 73. 

Ephes-dammin, 31. 

Ephraim, 31, 37, 47—61, 55, 70, 

77. 
Ephraim, Mount, 47, 60. 
Ephrath, 33. 
Ephratah, 47. 
Esdraleon, 54. 
Eshtaol, 39. 
Euphrates, 47, 71. 

Qaath, 17, 50. 

Oadara, 63. 

Gadarenes, 74. 

Gad, 14,62, 63, 65—66, 67, 71. 

Galeed, 63. 

Galilee, 60, 61, 69, 70, 73, 74, 76, 

77 78 79. 
Galilee, Sea of, 10, 13, 23, 66, 61, 

65,76. 
Gath, 31, 35, 38. 
Gath-Hepher, 56. 
Gaza, 32, 35. 

Gennaseret, Lake of, 13, 17,61^2. 
Gennaseret, Land of, 13. 
Gergesenes, 23, 74. 
Gerar, 36. 
Gergesa, 63. 

Gerizim, Mount, l7, 49, 70. 
Geshur, 62, 63. 
Gethsemane, 70. 
Gezer, 50. 
Gibbethon, 39. 
Gibeah 40. 

GibeonI 30^ 32, 40, 44, 45, 49. 
Gfihon, Mount, 18, 20. 
GUead, 10, 11, 16,21,68. 
GUead, Land of, 16. 
Gilboa, Mount, 17, 52, 56. 
Gilgal, 21,43, 45,50. 
Giiiashites, 23, 
Gittah-Hepher, 66. 
Golan, 28, 63. 
Golgotha, 19, 78. 
Gomorrah, 12. 
Goshen, 32. 
Great Sea, 10, 11, 27, 29, 39, 47, 

50, 51, 58, 54, 65, 56, 57, 69. 
Gur, 64.' 



d by Google 



INDEX. 



Hachilah, 32. 

Hai, 42. 

Ham, 9, 22. 

Hamath, 24, 36, 60, 64. 

Hapod,WeUof,34. 

HaT08heth,6l. 

Hazezon Tamar, 32. 

Hazor,62,67,61. 

Hebron, 28, 30, 31, 32, 36, 46, 69, 

72. 
Hebron, Vale of, 33, 48. 
Helam, 64. 

Hennon, Monnt, 16, 17, 26, 62. 
Hepher, Land of, 66. 
Heshbon, 26, 67. 
Hmtes, 24. 
Holy Hm, 8. 
Holy Land, 9, 14, 16, 23, 31, 34, 

61,66,69. 
Hormah, 30, 36. 
Hor, Mount, 16, 26. 
Horeb, 36. 

Ibleam, 64. 

Idamea,69, 71. 

Israel, 16, 22, 27, 28, 32, 37, 39, 

43, 44, 64, 64, 83. 

Issachar, 62, 63, 64, 66, 66, 62, 70. 

lshtob,66. 

Iturea, 70, 71. 

Jabbok, 21, 26, 26, 66, 66. 
Jabesh-Oilead, 16, 66. 
Jacob's WeU, 43, 49, 73. 
Jahaz, 67. 
Jamnia, 38. 
Jarmuth, 30. 
Jazer, Sea of, 13. 
Jebus, 23, 40. 
Jebnsite, 23. 

Jericho, 16,39,46,67,77. 
Jerusalem, 11, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 
30, 33, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 

44, 46, 46, 48, 62, 66, 60, 63, 
69, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78, 79, 
80, 81, 82. 

Jeshimon, 32. 
Jezreel, 63, 64, 66. 
Jokneam, 66. 
Joppa, 37, 38, 68. 
Jordan, Land of, 21, 24, 26, 28, 
3^, 39, 44, 49. 



Jordan, River, 10, 13, 14, 16, 16, 
20, 21, 46, 47, 61, 62, 63, 64, 
69, 62, 63, 66, 66, 67, 68, 70, 
72,76. 

Judah, 9, 28, 29—34, 36, 36, 37, 
39, 40, 43, 44, 46, 63, 62. 

Judah upon Jordan, 69. 

Judea, 60, 69, 71, 72. 

Judea, Wilderness of, 28. 

Kadesh, 27, 29. 
Kanah, 22. 

Kadesh-Bamea, 29, 31, 32. 
Kedemoth, 67. 
Kedesh, 28. 
Keilah, 31. 

Kiijath-jearim, 30, 39, 44. 
Kiijath-Baal, 30. 
Kirjath-Arba,'30. 
Kirjath-Sephcr, 31. 
Kirjath-Sannah, 31. 
Eishon, 22, 62, 63, 66. 

Lachish, 30, 60. 
Land of Promise, 9, 16, 62. 
Land of Israel, 10. 
Landof Judah, 10. 
Lake Asphaltites, 12. s 

Lake Asphar, 12. 
Lake of Lot, 12. 
Lasharon, 61. 
Laish, 67, 60. 

Lebanon, *Mount, 10, 11, 13, 14, 
16, 24, 36, 37, 68, 69, 62, 64, 70. 
Le8hem> 37, 60. 
Lodebar, 63. 
Libnah, 31. 
Luz, 47. 
Lydda, 37, 38,61. 

Maachah, 62, 63. 

Macphelah, 32. 

Magdala, 66, 76. 

Maspha, 44. ^ 

Mahanaim, 63, 66. 

Makkedah, 31, 49. 

Mamre, 33. 

Manasseh, 31, 47, 61—64, 66, 67, 

62—64, 66, 70. 
Maon, 32. 

Maon, Wilderness of, 32. 
Mecca, 80. 
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Mediterranean Sea, 10, 11, 16, 

47, 71. 
Megiddo, 53. 

Merom, Waters of, 13, 53, 57, 61. 
Meribah, Waters of, 32. 
Moab, 13, 23, 25, 26, 67, 68. 
Moabites, 25. 
Modin, 38. 
Michmash, 43. 
Midianitee, 26. 
Misrephoth-Maim, 57. 
Migron, 43. 

Mizpeh, 39, 43, 44, 63, 65. 
Mizraim, 9, 24. 
Moriah, Mount, 18, 19, 21, 40. 
Moreh, 43. 
Mount Hermon, 10. 
Mount of Beatitudes, 61. 

Nain,55,74. 

Naiotii, 50. 

Naboth, Vineyard of, 54. 

Naphtali, 56, 57, 59„ 61, 62, 70. 

Nazareth, 56, 71, 72, 74, 75. 

Nebo, 16. 

Nob, 43. 

Og, kingdom of, 25. 
OUyes, Mount of, 77. 
OUvet, Mount, 18, 19, 22, 4d, 76, 

77, 79. 
Op1irah,53. 

Palestine, 9, 24, 54, 58, 79, 83. 

Paran, Wilderness of, 127, 31. 

Parazim, 33. 

Peneul, 66. 

Peniel, 66. 

Perea, 71. 

Persia, 41. 

Persians, 80. 

Perizzites, 24. 

Phttistines, 24. 

Philistia, 24. 

Phcenicia, 57,71. 

Pisgah,16,68. 

Plain, Sea of, 12, 36, 60. 

Ptolemais, 59. 

Kabbah, 25, 63. 
Bamah, 42, 43, 50. 
■»— matha, 37. 



Bamathaim Zophim, 50. 
Bamoth, 60. 
Bamoth-Mizpeh, 66. 
Bamoth-Gilead, 15, 28, 66. 
Behob, 36, 57, 60. 
Bephaim, Valley of, 46. 
Beuben, 14, 62, 65, 67, 68, 71. 
Biblah, 60. 
Bogelim, 63. 

Salim,55, 73. 
Salem, 40, 55. 
Salt Sea, 10, 12, 13, 15, 21, 26, 

29,68. 
Samaria, 43, 48, 49, 53, 55, 69, 

70, 71, 73, 76. 
Saracens, 80. 
Sarepta,58. 
Saron, 51. 
Sea of Sodom, 12. 
Seba, 35. 
Seir, Mount, 10, 15, 16, 26, 31, 

66. 
Shechem, 18, 28, 48, 55, 69. 
Sheba, 35, 36. 
Shen, 39, 44. 
Shalem, 48, 55. 
Shalisha, 50. 
Shiloh, 47, 50, 51. 
Shimron, 56. 
Shimron-meron, 57. 
Shittim, 67, 68. 
Shochoh, 31. 
Shunem, 55. 

Shur, Wilderness of, 27, da 
Sichem, 34, 48. 

Sidon, 23, 57, 58, 65, 70, 71, 76. 
Siddim, Vale of, 12. 
Sihon, Kingdom of, 25. 
Siloam, 76. 

Simeon, 28, 34—36, 47, 69. 
Sinai, Mount, 27. 
Sion, Mount, 15, 18. 
Sodom, 12, 13. 
Sorek, 22. 
Succoth, 66. 
Sychar, 48, 49, 73. 
Sychem, 48. 

Syria, 9, 38, 43, 57, 61, 71. 
Syro-Phcenicia, 57, 71. 

Taanach, 53. 
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Tabbathy 6^ 

Tabor. Moant, 17, 22, 55, 56, 76. 

Tanhish, 37. 

Tappuah, 31. 

Tekoah, 33. 

Telaim, or Telem, 32. 

Thebez, 54. 

Tiberias, Sea of, 10, 13, 75, 78. 

Timnath Heres, 50. 

Tinmath Serab, 50. 

l^rzab, 48, 60. 

Tracbonitis, 70. 

T6b,64. 

Tyre, 58, 59, 70, 71, 76. 

Waters, City of, 25. 
WeUoftheOatb,36. 
Wilderness of Jadea, 72. 
Wilderness, Sea of, 12. 
Wood of Epbraim, 63. 



Zalmon, Mount, 17, 18. 

Zarepbatb, 58. 

Zartanah, 52. 

Zeboiim, 12. 

Zebulon, 52, 55, 56, 57, 59, 62, 70. 

Zephatb, 36. 

Zererath, 52. 

Zeretan, 52. 

Zidon, 57, 58. 

Zobab, 64. 

Ziklag, 22, 35. 

Zin,29. 

Zin, Wilderness of, 31, 32, 36, 57, 

60. 
Zion, Stronghold of, 23, 40. 
Zion, Mount, 18, 19, 40, 56. 
Ziph, Wilderness of, 32, 35. 
Zoar,12. 
Zorab, 39, 69. 
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